
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




p-£±< 



From the ht'qut'fst nf 

I'lDWAIil) S. liAliKMlSS 

lirurfarlnr dtui Tnistn* «/ 

The New York Puhlir lAhrtmj 

Anitir, iMftin ami Tiltlvn Fimrulttlinm 



"W^-r^^^^^^^^^^M^^^^^^^^A 




T H B 

WORKS 

O F 

M.DE VOLTAIRE. 

Vol. XXXV. 
Being Vol. XXV. of his 

PROSE WORKS. 



25-,? * THE . 

WORKS 

OF 

M. DE VOLTAIRE. 

Tranflated from the French. 

WITH 

Notes, Hiftorical and Critical. 

By T. Smollett, M. D. 
T. Franckliw, M. a. and Others. 

VOLUME THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 



LONDON, 

Printed for J. Nkw BIB Ty R. Baldwin, W. Johmiton, 
S. Cbowdsb,T. Davixs, J. Cootx, and B, Collins^ 
•tSftlilbiiry. 

.MD.CC LXV. 



PUBLIC UIMIMY 

A*;''';.i. . ; K< ASP 



THE. 



CONTENTS. 



flrW£ TaUs of maim Fadi, Page i 

Prtfau. By Catherin/ Vadi 3 

' SKbatpleafit the Ledify xi 

Sit Educatim of a Prinet 35 

JTbt EduM'm of a Dwfbttt 33 



CONTENTS. 

Axolan 

Tbi Origin ofTradit 

Tbi Black andtb$ Whit$ 

Jionnof end CoKn 

Canh of an Epic Poim^ emtptfcd by Jtromi Car 
fHmiammgft bU Papyri ^ir his Dicta/i 

Difcourfi addrijfid to ib$ Wtljh. By Antb 

Vadi^ Brotbir of miliam i 

EJfay upon tho EngUJb TTkain, By Jorom Ca 

1 

Plan ofthi Tragidy tfHamlit i 

PlmrfiboOrpban i 



CONTENTS. 

Cftbi fiveral Rivolutwtt iMcb bavi kappifud im 
the TrojgH Art 156 

ParaUdbetwienHnraa^BMtau^ and Pope 171 

PfHifiorf 183 

Converfatwihawim the Intindant Des Mtnus and 

tbiJbUBrkd 190 



T HE 



THE 

TALES 

OF 



WILLIAM VADE. 



♦«««««♦♦«««♦«#•♦••♦# 



PREFACE. 

By CATHERINE VADE. 



I Still lament the death of my coudn, WiU 
liam Vade, who, as it is univerfally known, 
departed this life a few years ago. He was 
taken ill of the fmall-pox ; I attended him, and 
faid to him, with tears in my eyes, ** Ah, my 
'^ dear coufin, this is the confequence of your 
^* not getting yourfelf inoculated; the fame 
*< negled coft your brother Anthony his life, 
*< and he was, like you, one of the luminaries 
•* of the age." •* What would you have, me 
•' fay to you ?" anfwered William ; '' I waited 
*^ for the permiffion of the Sorbonne, and I find 
*' my over-fcrupuloufne6 will coft me my life." 

•' The ftate will have a heavy lofs when you 
« die," returned I. ** Ah," c^ied William, 
<* Alexander and brother Benier are dead ; Se- 
<< miramis, Phillon, Sophocles, and d'Anchet 
** are in their graves." ** Yes, my dear coufin, 
*' but their great names (hall never die : — Are 
'< you not defirous of living a fecond life in the 
^< nobleft part of yourfelf? Do you not give me 
«< leave to give the public, in order to confole 
'^ them for your lofs, thofe entertaining tales 
^' with which you obliged us laft year ? They 
*' were the delight of our family ; and Jerome 
*< Carre,, your coufin-german, fet almoft as great 
*« a va)uc upon your works, a% u^n \i>& W9tv\ 
B 2 '^^ ^n 
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^^ they will, doubtleis, plcafc the whole univerfe; 
^^ that is to fay, about thirty idle men who have 
*^ nothing to do but to read." 

William'i pretenfions were not quite fo ex- 
travagant. He faid to me, wicb a humility highly 
becoming in an author, but very rarely to be 
met with, ^' Ah, my coufin, do you think that 
*' amongft ninety thoufand pamphlets printed aC 
** Parif during thefe laft ten yean, my work can 
<* poflibly find a place? or that I can fwim 
** upon the river of oblivion, which every day 
** fwallowf up fo many fine things ?*' 

•* Were you but to live a fortnight after your 
*« death," returned I, ** it would ftill be a great 
** matter ; *iis a privilege enjoyed but by a very 
'* fmall number ; it is the fate of moft men to 
*' be unheard of during their lives ; and thofe 
^* who have made the greateft noife in the world, 
*< are fometimes forj^ot the dav after they die. 
** You will be diftinguiCbed from the crowd | 
** and perhaps the name of William Vade, be- 
<< ing made honourable mention of in a journal 
<* or two, may pafs to the lateit poflerity. What 
•* tide wouU you have us give vour works ?*• 
«« Coufin, faid he, I think that of Trifle is the 
** propereft ; there are few things faid, done, or 
** printed, that don't deferve this name.*' 

I admfred the modefly of my coufin, and was 
greatly afTeficd with it. Juft then Jerome Carre 
entered the chamber. William made h'ls will, 
by which he left me fole pnfleflbr of h*s mana- 
frripti. Jerome and I aiked him, where he 
chofe to be buried ? I (ball never foreet the an- 
fwer he made, it was as follows : ** 1 am ytry 
*< fenfible that as 1 was not born to any of tho(e 
'^ dignitic§ irliich ire pfo4uQ\it o( Va^Vv (tutii- 
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** tnents in their pofleflbrs, as I was never either 
•* a privy counfellor, a (heriff, or a church- 
•* warden, 1 fhall be treated, after my death, 
** with very little ceremony. I (hall be thrown 
" into the charncl-houfe of St. Innocent, and 
** nothing will be fet over my tomb but a 
** wooden cro6, which hasferved others before: 
•* but I have always had to great a love fcyr my 
" country, that I cannot bear the thought of 
** being buried in a church-yard. Certain it i% 
<^ that dying of this difeaie, I (hall (link mofl 
" horridly. The ptitrefa(flk)n of fo many bodies 
•* which arc buried at or near the churches of 
•• Paris, muft inevitablv infeft the air ; and, as 
** the young king Ptolomy fays, very proper I v, 
^* when be deliberates what reception he (hould 
*• give Pompey, 

Ces irones pourries exhalent dans Us vents 
De quaifaire la guerre au rejie de vivants. 

Infeded by the putrid (lench, each gale 
Threatens with death e'en thofe who 'fcap'd th« 
fword. 

•* Thb odious and ridiculous cudom of paving 
'* the churches with dead bodies, every year occa- 
^ fions at Paris epidemical difeafes, and ail the 
^^ deceafed contribute more or iels to infed their 
** country. The Greeks and Romans were 
^ wifer than we : their burning places were at 
'^ a diflance from their towns ; and there are 
*^ even at this day many countries in Europe 
^< where this falutary cuftom prevails. What a 
*^ fatisfaSion would it be to a benevolent cici- 
** zen, to go fatten the barren plain of Sablons , 
w and comnbdtc to render the YiaiNt^ ^^^<\^>)^\ 
B 3 '^^ W> 
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^* Aiccccding' generations would become ufcful 
^^ to each other by this prudent regulation ; the 
'* towns would be more healthy, the land more 
^* fruitful. I mud fay, there is very little csco* 
** nomy in the affairs both of the living and the 
«' dead.*' 

William fpoke a long time to the fame pur- 
pofe ; he had txtenfivc views for the public 
good, and he died talking, which is an incon* 
icftable proof of genius. 

When he was dead, I refolvcd to bury him 
with pomp, and in a manner worthy of the 

frcat name which he bad acquired in the world, 
ran to all the mod: eminent bookfellers of Pa- 
ris and offered to deal with them for the poft- 
humous works of my couftn Wtlliam ; to thefe 
I addtd fome fine diflcrtations of my brother An^ 
thony, and a few pieces of my coufm german 
Jeroir.e Carre. I obtained three Lewis-d'ors, a 
fum which Williiim had never been poffefled cf 
in any period cf hb life. Icaufed funeral tickets 
to be printed, I requeftcd all the wits of Paris to 
honour with their prefence th&mafs which I had 
ordered for the repofe of William's foul ; no 
body came. I could not attend the proceffion, 
and William was interred without any body's 
being the wifcr. In this manner had he i:ved ; 
(or though be had enriched the fair with many 
comic operas, which were admired by all Paris, 
the world enjoyed the fruits of his genius, and 
neglected the author : it is thus, as the divine 
Plato has if, men fuck the orange, and throw 
away the rind; thus they pluck the fruit off* the 
tree, and then cut it down. I have been al- 
w^ys afioniihcd at this ingratitude* 
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Soon after the dcmife of William Vade, wc 
loft our worthy relation and friend William Carre, 
fo well known in his time for the comedy of the 
Scotch Woman, which he faki he tranflatcd in 
order to promote ufeful literature. I think it 
my duty to inform the public of the diftreft 
Jerome was in at the concluflon of his life ^ ic 
was thus he exprefl'ed himfelf in my prefence to 
brother Giroflee, hiS' confeflbr. You .know, 
faid he, that at my baptifm there were given me 
for patrons St. Jerome, St. Thomas, and St. 
Haymond of Pennafort; and that when I had 
the happinefs of being confirmed, there were 
added to my patrons, St. Ignatius de Loyola, 
St. Francis Xavier, St. Francis of Borgia, and 
St. Regis, all jefuits ; fo that I am called Je- 
rome Thomas Ravmond Ignatius Xavier Francis 
Regis Carr^, I long thought that with fo many 
patrons 1 could not poffibly ever know want. 
Ah, brother Giroflee, how much was I mif* 
taken I It muft doubtlefs be the fame thing with 
patrons as with footmen, the more one ha^, the 
worfe one is fcrved. But obferve, if you pleafe, 
how 1 was nonplus'd, for the cxprcflion is very 
good, whatever the cpmmonalty may fay to the 
contrary ; Montagne, Marot, and many moft 
facetious authors, often make ufe of it, nay, ic 
IS to be found in the di£lionary of the academy. 
This then is my adventure, 
. The reverend father Jefuites, or Jefui's, are 
banifhed bccaufe thcir'inftitution is pernicious, 
inconfiftent with all the rights of kings and of 
human fociety, &c. &c. Now Ignatius dc Loy- 
ola having created the inftitution called Regimen, 
after having undergone difcipline at the college 
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of St. Barbe, Xavier, Fr»ncif Borgii tnd Regiip 
having lived under thif regimen, it it evident 
that they ire til blameable alike, and that 1 bad 
equal reafon to give all thefe four faintt to tbe 
devil. 

Thif made me entertain fome fcruplei con* 
cerning St. Thomaa and St, Raymond of Pen- 
nafort. I read their worka, and I was amazed 
when I faw almoft the fame wordf in St, Tbo* 
mat and in Raymond aa in Bufembaum. I im- 
mediately for(ook tbefe two patroni, and burnt 
their booki • 

In thit manner I faw myfelf reduced to tbt 
name of Jerome only ^ but thii Jerome, the only 
patron that I had left, did me no more (crvicf 
than tbe reft : if it poflible that Jerome caa 
have no credit in Paradife I hereupon I con- 
futtcd a perfon of profound learning, and h$ 
cold me that Jerome waf tbe moft paflsonatc of 
mankind, that he had groffly abufcd tba ho*v 
bifhop of Jerufalcm, John, and the holv pricu 
Rufinuft that be had even called tbia laft a hv« 
dra and a fcorpion, and that he infultcd him 
aUrr hlf death : be (hewed me the paiDgei* 
Thuf I at laft find myfelf under a neceflity of 
renouncing Jerome, and calling myfelf plain 
Carr^» which if no fmall mortification. 

Thuf did Cztri depofit bif grief in the bo« 
fom of brother Girofl6e, whoanfwercd himtbu«: 
You will never want for fainta , my dear child, 
fake St. Francia D'Aflize. No, returned Carre-, 
hlf wife of fnow would tempt me to laugh, and 
thif it a very fcriuut affair. Well then, take 
Sr. Dominic. No,—- be if the founder of tbe 
inquifitioo.— — Do you then cbufc St. Bernard t 

He 
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He too fererely perfecuted the poor Abelard, 
that bad more underftanding than himfelf) and 
he meddled in too great a variety of affairs; give 
me a patron of fuch peifed humility, that no 
body has ever heard him fpoken of j that's the 
faint for me. 

Brother Giroflee remonftrated to him the im<« 
poffibility of being canonized and unheard of; 
he gave him a lift of many more patrons whom 
our friend did not know, which was jufl the fame 
thing ; but upon propofing every faint, he aflced 
fomething for his convent ; for he knew that 
Carre had money. Jerome Carre then told him 
the following ftory, which to me appeared cu- 
rious: 

There was formerly a king of Spain who had 
{>romi(ed a large diftribution of alms to all the 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood of Burgos that 
had been ruined by the war. They came to the 
gates of the palace, but the porters would not 
fuffer them to enter, except upon condition that 
they (hould (bare with them. The good man 
Cardero was the firft that prefented himielf be- 
fore the monarch ; he threw bimfcif at his feet, 
and faid. Great king, I entreat you to order an 
hundred la(bes to be given to each of us. A co* 
roical requeft this, (M the kin 7 ; why do you 
a(k foch a thing of me ? It is, replied Cardero, 
beoaufe your domeftics indft upon going (hares 
with us in whatever we are to receive from you. 
The king laughed heartily, and made Cardero 
aconliderable prefent. From thence came the 
proverb, '^It is better to be concerned with God 
^ than his faiau." 

B 5 With 
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With fuch fentimentf as there, my dear Je- 
rome Carre, whofc work* 1 here join to thofeof 
William, departed thia life ', and I flatter m/« 
fe\( that the gentlemen of Paris, for whom Vade 
and Carre laboured all their lively will excufe 
this preface. 
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What pleafes the Ladies. 

NO W that the biilliant god of day 
Burns Africk up with foorcbing lajr, 
Now that the tropic in a fphere 
Oblique contrads his bright career ; 
Whilil flowly lags each winter's night. 
My friends, this ftory may delic^ht, 
'Tis of a knight, as poor as bold, 
Th' adventure's worthy to be told. 
'Tis Sir John Robert that I fiojs. 
He lived when Dagobert was king* 
A trip to hohy Rome he made, 
Lefs fplendid when the Caefars fway'd ; 
From that fam'd capital he brought 
Not laurels pluck'd in fields well taught. 
Of difpenfatioos,^ pardons, {lore, 
liidulgeocics be plenty bore \ 

B & ^ *• 
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Of money liule bftd he » then 

Knightt errant were poor gentlemen $ 

Then* to (he churcbei font alone 

Were affluence and i ichea known* 

A fuit of armour, which, wuh ruftf 

Revolving yearf muft needs incruftf 

An ambling deed, a dog was all^ 

Robert hii property cou'd call ( 

But what'a more precious he poflefaM, 

With youth's bright gifts our knight was blefi'd | 

Alcides' flrength, Adonis' grice, 

'Gifts priz'd in cvVy age and place. 

Robert, near ^•'•% chancM to ride 






/vriDDon iy'<r ner naxen ngir: 
Her (hape was eafy, dreft fo light, 
Her le| it bid not from the fight. 
Soon Robert's eyes fuch charms eyplor'<i 
As even faints might have ador'd i 
The lilly, with the bluOiing ro&y 
Combine a nofegay to compofe, 
Whofe variegated hues are fcen 
Two panting globes of fnow between { 
Which never fail loves flame to ratfe 
In all who on their beauties gaze$ 
Wbilft her complexion's charms divine 
The luftre of the flow'rs outAiine. 
To tell what was not told before, 
A bafket this fair creature bore. 
And with attractions various grac*d 
Made lo (he neighb'ring market hade 
Of cggft and bu((er to difpofe. 
Which all her li((le (lock compofe. 
K(jbcr(, who felt (heam'rous iMme^ 
Le»p'd /or ward and cmbrac'd the daciie ( 
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Tve twenty crowni, my dear* he cryM, 

Take theniy and take my heart befidei 

Take all I have, and take the donor : 

Said Marton, Sir, 'tit too much honour* 

But Robert ftill To briflcly ply'd her, 

That down (he fell, he fell befide her. 

And, oh difafter dire' to tell I 

He broke her e ggi ai down he felL 

Hif courfer ftarted at the fight. 

To the next thicket took hit flight* 

An honeft monk, as people fay. 

Happened, iuft then, to paff that way, 

The fteed nif monkfliip quickly /Irides^ 

And, poft-haft^ to.^i^ni(ypvr i d <i »»L. ^ » ^^^- .^^ 

Her cap, wMch was becomes fright, 

Marton*f firft care, waa to fet rieht. 

To Robert turning then (he faid. 

My twenty crownt where are they fled i 

The knignt, in hefttating ftrain, 

Seeking hif purfe and fleed in vain, 

Excufcs oflFciM, all were lame, 

For DO excuie would ferve the dame. 

Being thui injur'd, Araight (he went 

To tell the king her difcontent : 

A knight haa robb'd me. Sire, (be faid. 

And ravi(h'd too, but never paid. 

Wifely the king reply'd, 'Tia clear 

A rape it what haa brought you here : 

Go pieced before queen Berthe your cauft^ , 

In thefe pointa well (he kent the lawf ; 

She'll hear attentive what you fay, 

And judgment paft without delay. 

Marton, withrev'rencebow'd the head» 

And to the queen her way (he fped. 

The queen waa quite humane and mild^ 

Look'd on rach fubjefk aa a qVuU v 
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But Oie was ftili feverrly bene 

To punifh the incontinent : 

Of prurlcs her council {he aflembrd, 

"J'hc knight uncdpp'd before them trembl'd j 

With downcaft eyes ne'er dared to ftir. 

He then had neither boot nor fpur ; 

The court by no chicane delay'd. 

But ample full confeilion made; 

That taking by Charonnc hii way 

He wai by Satan led aftray ; 

That he repented of his crime, 

Wou'd ne'er oftend a fecond time : 

But that the firfl; might prove the laft, 

Senteoc^ qf death W4s on him pad. . 

Robert had fo much youthful grace^ 

So fine his perfoo« fair hit face. 

That Berthe and her aflcfibrs all 

Awarding fentcnce, tears let falL 

Pangs of rcmorfe fad Mirton felt, 

And ev'ry heart began to melt : 

Berthe to the court then made it plaini 

That the knigbt pardon might obtain. 

And that if ready wictcd, he 

Might from all puniibment be free ; 

Since by the law. t{Ubli(h*d there. 

Who t'riis what plcaiies ail the fair, 

Has to hi', paidon a jud claim. 

Acquitted by each virtuous dame ; 

But then he muft the thing explain 

Compleatly, or his hopes arc vain. 

What thus had been in council ftarted 

Quickly to Kobcrt was imparted. 

The gr>od queen Berthe being bent tofave hi 

Eight days to think upon it gave him ) 

He fworc in eight days he'd appear. 

And diivc iomakc tbc mauct clear \ 

T 
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Then for this favour unexpeded, 
Tbank'd Bertbe, and went out much dejc£Ud« 
Then thus the matter be debated 
Thus be h's difficulty ftated ; 
How can I in plain terms declare 
What 'tis that pleafes all the fair. 
And not her majefty oflFend I 
She marrs what (be proposed to mend. 
Since to be hang'd muft be my tot, 
Wou'd Td been hanged upon the fpot* 
Robert, whene'er in road or flreet. 
He chanc'd a wife or maid to meet. 
Her he in urgent manner prefs'd 
To fay what 'twas (he lov'd the beft. 
All gave evafive anfwers, none 
The real truth wou'd fairly own. 
Robert, defpairing e'er to bit, 
Wiih'd him in bell's profoundeft plr. 
Sev'n times the fiar that rules the year 
Had gilded o'er the hemifphere. 
When under a refre(bing fliade, 
Which trees with winding boughs bad made^ 
He faw a fcore4>f beauties bright. 
Who danc'd in circling mazes light ; 
Of their rich robes the wavy pride 
Their fecret beauties fcarce cou'd hide. 
Soft Zephyr fporting near the fair, 
Piay'd in the ringlets of their hair ; 
On the green turf they lightly danc'd. 
Their feet fcarce on its furface glanc'd. 
Robert <iravvs nigh, in hopes to find 
Eafe from perplexity of mind. 
Juft then all vani(h'd from his fight. 
Scarcely had day giv'n place to night ; ^ 
A tooihlefs hag then met his eyes. 
Sooty in hue and (host of fvz«% 
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Bent double, tnd with age oppreft 

She leaned upon a ftick for red. 

Her nofe prod'gious long and thin 

Extended till it met her chinj 

Her eyes with rheum were gall'd and red, 

A few white hairs her pate o'erfpread; 

A fcrap of tapeftry was her gown. 

It o'er her wrinkl'd thigh hung down. 

At Aich an odd and uncouth ftghti 

A fort of terror feiz^d our knight. 

The beldame, with familiar tone^ 

Accofls him thus : I fee, my Ton, 

By your dcjeAcd thovghtful air 

Your heart feels fome corroding care : 

Relate to me your fecret grief : 

(To talk of woes gives Tome relief) 

Altho' your cafe be e*er fo bad^ 

Some confolation may be had. 

IVe long beheld this earthly ftage. 

And wifdom muft increafe with age. 

The moft unhappy oft' have fped 

Tobliftby my diredions led. 

Alas I replied the knight, in vain 

Tve fought inftrudion to obtain : 

The fatal hour is drawing nigh, 

I mud upon a gibbet die 7 

Unlcfs I can the queen tell right 

What 'tis gives women moft delight. 

Courage, my fon, the dame reply'd, 

*Tii God has to me been your euide, 

'TiS for your good ; then ftraigbt to court, 

Boldly proceed and make report. 

Let's go together, I'll unfold 

The fecrei which muft there be told } 

But fwear that for the life you owe^ 

Afomiog gnthu6€ you'll Qkcw \ 
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That from yoo I (hall have with eafe 

What never fails our fex to pleafe. 

An oath then from you I require 

That you'll do all that I defire. 

Robert, who fcrupPd not to fwear. 

From laughter could not well forbear. 

Be feriotis, cry*d the antient dame. 

To laugh fbewf want of grace and fliame ; 

Then moving onward, hand in hand. 

Before queen Berthe they quickly ftaod* 

The council met without delay, 

Robert a(kM what he had to fay, 

Cry'd, ladieh now your fecret's out. 

What you love moft admiu no doubt : 

What, at all feafens, can contetit yc. 

Is not of lovers to have plenty ; 

But woman, ofwhate'erdegree^ 

Whatever her qualities may be^ 

Delires to bear both night and day 

O'er all about her fov'reign fway: 

Woman wou'd always fain command^ 

If I lie, hang me out of band. 

Wbilft thus harangu'd our doughty fpark. 

All prefent faid be hit the mark. 

Robert ki/s'd Berthe*s fair hand, when cleared y 

Then ftraight a haggard form appeared. 

The hag of whom we fpoke before^ 

With rags and dirt all cover'd o*er. 

Crying out, juftice, forward prefii'd. 

And in thefe terms queen Berthe addre&'d : 

Oh lovely queen, thy fex's pride. 

Who always jufilydoft decide. 

To whom fair equity is known, 

Whilft mercy dwells befide thy throne » 

Bv me this knight your iecret kne Wj 

The lifel /a/dito me is due ; 
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He fworc, nor fhould the oath prove vain. 

That Ijhould what I wifh^d obtain ; 

Upon your jufticc 1 lely, 

And hope you won't my right deny. 

Says Robert, I deny it not, 

I never a good turn forgot ; 

But, bate my armour, all I had 

Was baggage, twenty crowns, and pad. 

A monk, when Marton I caref^, 

With pure religious zeal poffefe'd. 

As lawful prize feiz'd on the whole, 

F'or 'twere a fin to fay he ftolc. 

Tho* honeft, fince I'm broke outright, 

I can't this friendly turn requite. 

The queen reply'd, What you have loft 

Shall be repay 'd to fryar's coft ; 

All parties (hall be fatisfy'd ; 

In three your fortune we'll divide ; 

For her loft eggs and chaftity, 

The twenty crowns (hall Marion's be ; 

The fteed I to this dame confign, 

The armour, Robert,. fhall be thine» 

Moft generoufly you've decreed. 

Said, niadam, but I want ho fteed ; 

*Tis Robert's perfon 1 dcfire. 

His gracrand valour I admire : 

I o'er his am'rous iieart would reign, 

That'fiTall the prize I wifli to gain ', 

Robert with me muft pafs his life, 

This day muft take me for a wife. 

Her purpofe being thus declar'd, 

Robert ftood motionlefs, and ftar'd: 

Then o'er her rags and figure Orange, 

His rolling eyes l^gan to range ; 

With horror ftruck, he back retreated, 

Cfo/Eijg bimfclff ihcfc word* tc^«i\td \ 
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Why (hould this ridicule and (hame 
With foul diflionour blaft my name ? ^ 

With the d'cl's dam Pd rather wed 
Than to that beldame go to bed ; 
The hag muft doubtlefsbe run mad. 
Or elfe ihedoats, and that's as bad. 
The hag then tenderly reply'd, 
My perfoD, queen, he can't abide ; 
He's like the whole ungrateful crew 
Of males, but foon 1*11 bring him too } 
I feel love*s flame fo brightly burn. 
He needs muft love me in his rurn. 
The heart does all, I can't but fay 
My charms begin to fade away ; 
But ril mort tender prove and kind ; 
'Tis beft to cultivate the mind : 
We find e'en Solomon declare 
The wife by far exceed the fair. 
I'm poor, is that fo hard a cafe f 
Sure poverty is no difgrace. 
Can't one enjoy content of mind. 
Except on iv ry bed reclin'd ? 
Madam, in all this regal pride. 
When you lie by our monarch's fide, 
Do you enjoy more kindly reft i 
Does love finccrer warm your breaft ? 
You've read of old Philemon's flame 
For Baucis, tho' an antient dame. 
Thofe jealoufies by old age bred. 
Dwell not beneath the ruftic (hed ; 
Vice flies where luxury .is unknown. 
We equal'kings, ferveGod alone; 
Your country's glory we fupporr. 
We furnifli foldiers for the court : 
In rendVing populous the ftate. 
The poor by much outdo the gtt^t* 



\\ 
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If heiv'n fliouU totnjr chafte dcftre 

Refufe the offtpring 1 require, 

Love*8 flowers without ict fruiu can pleafe, 

Upon love'i tree (hofe flowen PH feiase. 

While (hu« the antient dame dcfcanted^ 

All the court ladies were inchanted. 

Robert wai to her armi conftgnM, 

Difguft was vain, for oitbs muft bind % 

The dame infifted on her right 

Of riding with her much lov'd knight 

To her thaich'd hut, where wedlocli's bands 

Were to unite their hearts and hands. 

Robert his courfer 'gins to ftride. 

With forrow takes his future bride ; 

With horror feiz'd, and red with (htm€$ 

He often flrove to throw the dame. 

Or drown her, but was by the law 

Of chivalry dill kept in awe* 

The lady with her knight delighted 

To him her race's deeds recited, 

How the great Clovis royal fword 

The bofomi of three monsrchs gor*d. 

Who were his friendo, yet couloobtain 

Pardon and heaven's high favour gain. 

From heav'n (he faw the fam'd dove bring 

To RemI, that illuftrioiis kinf;, 

The flsflc and oil fo highly prix*d, 

Which he was fmesr'd with when baptix'd. 

With all her narratives (be blended 

Thoughts and refledl ions well intended, 

Salliesorwit, remarks refin'd. 

Which, without calling oflT the mind, 

Attention in who heard excited. 

And both inf(ru£led and delighted. 

Still does our knight with eager ears 

Vcvour the /lo/iea tbat h« h«tn \ 
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Charm'J when he heard bis wife> but when 

He faw, th' unhappieft of men. 

At length the illmacch'd couple came 

To the thatch'd cabin of the dame } 

Preparing things with eager hafte. 

The table for her fpoufe Ibe plac'd ; 

Such fare.might fuit with Saturn's age, 

'TIs now but talked of by the fage. 

Three flicks fupport two rotten boards, 

Such table that poor hut affords ; 

At this our couple fat at meat. 

Each odiy plac'd on narrow feat ; 

The hufband fadly hung his head. 

The bride a thoufand gay things faid ; 

Wit (he combin'd with graceful eafe, 

Uttei'd bon mots which pique and pleaie. 

So nat'ral that to tbofe who bear, 

Said by themfelves they muft appear. 

So pleas'd was Robert, that a fmile- 

Efcap'd him, and he thought a while 

His wife lefs ugly than before. 

But fhe would fain, the fupper oVr, 

Have her fpoufe go with her to bed ; 

He raves, he wimes to be dead : 

He yields, tho* not with a good grace. 

Since without remedy his cafe. 

Foul clothes our knight but little matte% 

Quite gnaw'd by rats and torn to tatters» 

On pieces of old wood extended, 

And frequently with packthread mended ; 

All this the knight could have digefted. 

But Hymen's rites he quite detefted. 

Of thefe indeed he much complaiin'd ; 

Good heav'n, cry'd he, is't fo ordain'dj 

At Rome, 'tis faid, grace from on high 

Can botli the powU and VkUl {upi^X^ \ 
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l^ut orace does for the prefent fail^ 

And 1 tor my part am out rran ; 

My wife cin by her wit impart 

Delight, (he has a feeling heart ; 

But when with frnfe ihere'i conflidl dire. 

Can heart or head true joy infpire i 

Our knight benumb'd like ice, this faid. 

Threw himfelf flat upon his bed i 

And, to conceal his anguiih, tries 

To feign a fleep, deep from him fliei. 

The beldame, pinching Robert, cry'd. 

Do you then Dumber by your bride? 

Dear but unerateful fpoufe, you fee 

I am fubdu'd, now yield to me ; 

The timid voice of ftruggling (hame 

Is ftiflcd by my am'rous flame ; 

Reign o*cr my fenfe without controul. 

Since you reign powerful o'er my foul ; 

I die ! jufl heaven fay to what end 

With virtue muft our love contend ? 

I'm quite diflblv'd in love's bright flame, 

Plcafurc thrills thro' my vital frame j 

Muft I, alas ! without thee die ? 

'Tis to thy confcience I apply. 

Our knight was compiaifant and kind. 

Religion, c;.ndour, grac'tl hj mind ; 

He tooj^compalfion on the dame ; 

Madam, faid he» I wtih my flame 

Like yours, might ftrong and brightly (bine^ 

The power t'erfcdl it is not mine. 

Ycu can efle£l it, faid his wife, 

A great heart, at your flage of life. 

By fortitude, by art, and care. 

Performs with eafe atchieve ments rare : 

Think how the ladies will approve 

At court this miracle of love. 

Per. 
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Per'naos I your difguft excice. 
Wrinkles are (hocking to your fight ; 
Heroes magnanimous tie^pife 
Such trifles, only Chut your eyes. 
Our knight of glory fond Wou'd fain 
This conqueft.ot f^u'elf obtaia 1 
Obedience then became his. choice, 
Lift'ning alone to honour's voice. 
Finding in vigorous youth alone 
What cou'd for, beauty's wint atone. 
And love's fupply, he Q^uts his eyes. 
And, to perform his duty, trifcs.' 
Enough, enough^ then laid thc: bride, 
I afk no more ; Tm fatisfy'd ; 
My influence o'er your heart I knovir. 
That rnfluence to me you owe > 
Acknowledge then, as matters fland. 
The wife will flill at home commaiKi. 
Robert, all that I a(k of theie 
Is to be always rul'd by me i 
My love enjoins an eafy taflr. 
Now view me well, 'tis all I aflc. 
Then Robert looks, and fees in clufters 
A hundred flambeaux plac'd on luftres. 
In a proud palace, which he faw 
Before a cabin tbatch'd with ftraw. 
There underneath rich curtains grac'd 
With fringe of pearls in bigheft tafle. 
A beauty bright appear'd to view. 
Such as Apelles never drew; 
t'en Vanlo's colours wou'd prove faint. 
That heaven of charms divine, to paint i 
No Phideas nor no Pigal e'er 
Could carve a bufto of the fair. 
Her form like lovely Venus (hew'd, 
Whofe golden trcfles graceful flow'd, 

Whofc 
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Wbofii meUing tf e« uop9ur'4 to Ungvitbt 

Wbilft feofbiojE Mtrri •mVoiii »if£tfilbf 

Mvr«lf, (hf m, thii pflfcf, •!! 

Tnfa» we»Ub^ y^^iir cNinft rfeftr JUbrrff cill ; 

Ymi 4i4 nae oglirwft df rpiAr » 

YiMi (h«f«fiirf fiMril bfiuty'i prist. 

Btf e noWf mnibtfikit my fftdfr* diim 

To know wb»l w»i i bto Mr Ofit'i ntrnf # 

Wb(^ bf iif c ^r ki>ighe hft4 won ^ wby chin 

TwM Mry UrgclU . |cnfUrnuri>9 

WbOf wurrbrit in ncriimirt etrtA'd^ 

And i(niftbc« iffifttd wbM diftrefe^d* 

H«ppy tnc tgi I thrtcf bltf«'d mAnkind^ 

When ttlcf Tik« ibtft btlitf eou'd And, 

Of rpiriii bovVing in ih§ ulr. 

Of demon* wbo mikt mt n cbtir eirf I 

In c$A\$ cloA b)f roifting Af$f 

Tbc d4Ugbi«ft moibfft bu(bindt fii$f 

I'hf ncigbbcMirbood And •!! ibt riee^ 

Attended wiib » wond'iing ffet* 

Wbilftf by (b« tlmont f« were laid 

tU$4% i0n€ by fercereri of old# 

We of the mervelloui ere rid'df 

Uv rcjifon'f weight ibe grecei fti(l'd| 

luve fo tb' infipid men eonRgn'd 

'ri»e fotil by reft#'ning k eontm'6 > 

fifill byniing efier irufb we go f 

From error loo tom$ good miy iow« 
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O I N C E the bright god of day, in the coMrie 
1^ of his race, 

Jn Aquarius rcfidcs with a forrowful face^ 
Since cempeftt fo loudly on our high mountains 

blow, 
'And our meadows arc all cover'd over with fnow. 
By the fire I'll a new ftory tell in new ilyle, 
Amuficments the time that hangs heavy beguile. 
1 am old* I muftown'c, and will therefore defcend 
To the pleafures of children^ iince near my life's 

end. 
A prince eift rdgn'd at Benevtntum, Ms faid. 
Quite mad with his pow'r, and in luxury bred. 
To knowledge a ftranger, and not ill educated. 
By his neighbours defpifcd, by his own iubjedls 

hated. 
This fmaU flate to govern two arch-knaves com- 

bin'd, 
They exerted themfclves their young mafter to 

blind ; 
In this projc£l they were by his confeflbr aided. 
They by tufns fucceeded, he by all was perruaded 
That his talents, hisvirtucs, and his great repu^ 

tation, 
Cou'd infure perfect blifs tolht^^^tf^^AS&.tk'bi\Q^'^^ 
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That when once their duke bad to manhood at* 

tain'dy 
He was dreaded and lo/d| and in all mem bearti 

teijpi'd: 
That his arms cou^d both France and Italia con* 

found ; 
That with wealth his exchequer wou*d ever 

abound) 
That Solomon neVr had fo much wealth of old, 
Tbo* the torrent of Cedroo o*er golden fands 

foird. 
Alamon (for by that name this prince we muft 

call) 
Still was dupe to grofs flattVieSf for he fwallow*d 

'em all, 
With paftimcs delighted) court buffoons ke ca« 

refs'd, 
And when he bad din*d thought his people were 

blefs'd. 
One valiant old genVal at court ftill remained, 
Ernon, greatly dleem'd when the duke's father 

reign'd, 
Who not being bribed fpoke his mind uneontrol'd^ 
And undaunted) the government's ruin foretold. 
To jealoufy rous*d, thofe who bore fupreme fwsy 
Soon founo means to remove Ernon out of the 

wiyj 
Unknown to the prince he to exile was fenr, 
liut there at a farm the old man liv*d content; 
There with friends he liv*d hsppy, refign*d to his 

fate. 
And he wept for his mailer as well as the Rate ; 
Whilft with floth and with pleafure the young 

dgke content, 
On the down of foft cafe both hit d^ys and nights 
/penu 
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The murmurs by which oft his Tubjeds expreft 
Difcomeoty wou'd however fometimes break his 

reft. 
But that diftant din, which he hardly cou'd hear» 
Grows weak in its courfe^ and Icarce beats on his 

ear; 
Whilil with woe overloaded men groan'd thro* 

the realip, 
Alamon led a languiQiing life at the helm. 
Then was tyranny's triumph, but the heav'ns took 

his parr, 
And to work reformation with love touched his 

heart. 
Young Amida he faw, he both faw her and heard^ 
His heart felt emotion, and to live be appeared ;. 
He was handlbme) and might with afltirance ad« 

drefs her. 
But the myftery foon was fmok'd by his confeflbr ; 
In his penitent's bread (Iraight be fcniplesbexcited, 
Super()ition and ign'rance are eafily frighted : 
And the two wicked rulers who fear'd left the 

lover , 
Might one day their finifter proceedings difcover. 
Were for making Amida like Ernon depart : 
Her all to pack up (be prepar'd with fad heart. 
The weak Alamon all this infolence bore. 
His reluctance wa$ vain, from his charmer he tore. 
He doubted and waver'd, for juft in that feafon 
His foul was but. faintly illumin'd by reaibn. 
When Amida was going there were heard loud 

alarms. 
The cry was, AU's loft, let us die and to arm^. 
On Allah, St. Germain, Chrift, and Mahomet 

loud, 
Thcytrall'dj and on every fide fled a crowd; 

Q % ^ 
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A warrior turban*d who led on a band 
Of mulTulmen holding a faulchion in hanJ^ 
Over heaps of the dead, or expiring, who lay ' 
All recking in gore, with his (Word cut a way. 
With fword and with fire to the palace be flcw. 
The women he feiz*d on, their hufbandt he flew. 
From Cuma this general march'd to Beneventum, 
But the rulers ne'er dreamed he wou*d thus cir* 

cumvent 'em ; 
J^cfolation and ruin up to Rome*s walls he fpread. 
And St. p4ul and Si. Peter were both feiz*d with 

dread. 
My dear readers, this chief was Abdallah theProud, 
Who, by God, to chaftife his own church was 

allowM. 
When the palace be entered, in chains all were 

caft, 
Pikice, monks, lacquies, miniftcrs, and chiefi 

wire made fad. 
As calves ty'd in couples upon fledges are laid. 
And to the next market fad vidlims convey'd. 
Thus appeared the young duke and each worthy 

afliflbr. 
All laid by the heels with the father confeflTor, 
Who croft'd himfcif oftco, and with fervency 

prayM, 
And prcac:.*J i^foliition, tho' forcly difmay*J. 
The vi£lcrs then ibat*d when the vanqu*(h*d 

were ty'd, 
■ TTie booty ihe emirs in three parts divide ; 
Of men, and of horfes, and faints they difpofe. 
And firft from their captives they ftrip off their 

clothes. 
In all ages have taylors difguisM human nature. 
So tbMtaiin to man always was a moft unknown 
creature. _^ ^ 
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Dre& changes mens figures and their characters 

too» 
To judge of man tightly we (hou'd naked him 

view. 
The mufldlman chief had the duke, at that tinw?. 
As already was faid, he was in his youth's prime ; 
Since he fecm'dtobeflrong, muleteer he was made, 
And Toon he was highly improved by that trade. 
His nerves, which by floth and by eafe we^k 

were grown, 
Inur'd to hard labour, acquired a new tone ; 
His floth, by adverfity taught, he fubdu'd. 
And valour in him fprung from mean fervitude. 
Valour, when without pow'r> makes the flate of 

man woife. 
His impotence then is the heavier curfe. 
Abdallah to pleafure began to refign 
His foul, and in fpite of his prophet drar^k wine. 
The court and townladies, all prone to adore him. 
Were by the black cunucb each night brought 

before him ; 
By beauties attended be prepares for repofe, 
And (he*s happy to whom he the handkerchief 

throws. 
Whilft the chief led a life of unceafing delight, 
Wbilft joy wing'd each hour, and love triumphi'd 

at night. 
In the (lable much hardlbip and woe the princp 

bore, 
Thofc his comrades were now who were fubje<3a 

before. 
His mules all his care and attention required. 
He comb'd 'em each day till his hands were quite 

tir'd. 
His woe to compleat, and to make him (\uUe rave^ - 
ifc iKbcld&ir Amida led bv ti\«\>\^0L^V4^ 

C 3' -^^ 
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To (hare, in her mrn, the fell conqaerer'f bed : 
Fir'J with rage at the fight, to the eunuch be faitf« 
To make me quite wretched, there but wtoied 

this (Ifoke. 
Wonder frizM on the flave at the wordi which bo 

fpoke i 
Tn a language quite difFVent, fair Amida repljrM, 
Wlib affection m.d for row her young lover (htey'd ^ 
Her cicqucnt looka her full meaning expreff. 
They meant, Bear your woci, live my wronga 

to rcdreff ; 
Your prr fent niran ftation I do not dcfpife. 
Your fuflTeringf grve you new worth in my eyet. 
Alamon tor.k the meaning which her looJci thua 

Af d heart-cheering hope wa« rrviv'd in hit breaft. 
j^mida with beauty tranfceodcntly bright, 
So dazxl'd the chief of the muflufmaoa figbfp 
That, tranfported with paffion, by Allah be fwort« 
He enjoyment had known but ne*er knew lof« 

before. 
The fair one rcfifted to increafe his defirra, 
ftefiftaice (Vrv'd onfy to fan the chief*! firti, 
A woman'ft bead flill with invention if fraughff 
Said (be. Sir, your conqueft I well may be thought i. 
YouVe unconquerM in love at In warlike altrma^ 
All fall at your fret, or ru(h into your arm« ; 
But the honour you mean me defer for three dayt ^ 
And grant, to confole me for fuch f«d dcfayt , 
Two thingi, which at proofi of your luvc, I 

require \ 
ril grant, faid the pirate, whateVr you dcfire. 
Then make three Benevr n^cn, f^id flie, undergo 
A couple of hundred found lafhr r, or f^ i 
' Thk dUdpUot far their tranfit^eflloni u due j 
nu, 8h'0, the firft (ivoui 1 W ^^» ^^«^ \^, 
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The fccond, Sir> is, that you two mules wou*d 

fpare mc. 
Which may on a litter from time to time bear me; 
And to drive 'em a muheter of my own chuGng: 
Your rcquefts, faid Abdallah, there is no refufing. 
'Twas done foon as faid, and the hypocrite vile 
With both courtiers who join'd their lord's youth 

to beguile, 
ReceivM each their full quota, which pleasM all 

of the nation. 
Who had often complained of maUadminiftratiohy 
And the dulce was the happieft mortal alive. 
Since permitted bis miftrefi in litter to drive. 
Airs not o*er, laid Amida, you muft conquer 

and reign, 
Now's the time, or to die, or your crown to regain ; 
You're not wanting in courage, Emon's faitbfuU 

and I 
Am refolv'd to.ferve you and my country, or die* 
Then make no delav but to Emon repair. 
To alk pardon for all be has fufFer*d take care ; 
To ferve you what remains of bis life hell expofe» 
Return in three days, and then fall on your foes ; 
There*9 no time to be loft, for Abdallah is bent 
To accompliOi in three days h!s luftful intent. 
.Ill love and in Mrar time is precious you know ; 
Alamon with alacritv anfwer'd, I go. 
Emon, whom Amida had informed of all, 
LovM his prince, tho' ungrateful, and lamented 

his fill ; 
His gen'rous, brave friends all ftood ready at hand. 
And of foldiers he headed a moft refolute band. 
Ernon tenderly wept when his prince he bad found» 
They arm*d in fecrer, march'd in filence profound. 
Amida addrefs*d 'em, and her woid% co^'dvcck^-^w. 
Tbchve of true glory to eac\i A>\e&.?iaHiJ^^^^^'^i 
C 4 KS»SEi^^ 
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Alamon cou'd both conduSt and courage uniie» 
And a hero became when be firft went ro fight. 
l*be Turk plung'd in luxVy, who nothing mif* 

trufted, 
Surpriz'J by the vanqui(h'd, in hit turn wat 

worfteJ. 
Alamon to the palace had in triumph advanc'J 
At the time when the Turk by fofi pleafure 

intranc'd. 
Not having yet heard the dire turn of his fate. 
Was with hopes of enjoying fair Amida elate. 
His right be afl'erted, and took the Turk's placri 
Then ftraight there appeared wiih a confident face^ 
The pried in wbofe air there appeared much re** 

Q^nmenr, 
And tlic two knavifli courtiers juft broke from 

confinement i 
Boaflin^ that they did all, tho* their bpafta were 

quite vain» 
The influence they once had they bopM to main- 
tain. 
To prove cruel and fpiteful cowards but fcldom 

have fail'd. 
The oionk was for having Abdallah impaKd. 
The prince then reply 'd with a refolute tone^ 
Vile wrctch> fucb a punilhmeot (bou'd be yout 

own ; 
I^y a fliameful repofe you to ruin bad brought me^ 
'i'hisTuik and my miflrefs true couiagc hav6 

taught me ; 
By your precepts nM^guided, falfc zeal I ador'd, 
But misfortunes and love have my virtues reftor*d« 
At peace, brave Abdallah, and in freedom depart^ 
^i'is you have reformed both my mind and my 

beart; 
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Then 2b freedom depart, 00 more trouble chit 

date. 
And if ever it Ibou'd be fo ordet'd by fiite, 
I'hat o'er your domioioos three icoivet fliou'd 

bear foray. 
Send dire^ly for me, I*U your favour repay. 

T H 1 

EDUCATION 
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XT r INTER ftill lafts, my fiiends, and 

VV "•y g^«atcft delight 

Is by telling long (lories t' amufe you at nighf. 
Lei us talk of dame Gertrude, I ne'er yet knevr 

a prude 
Wiih charms more attradive or more various en« 

du'd; 
Tho' thirty- fix years bad pafs'd over her head. 
The graces and loves were not yet from her fled. 
Tho' grave in behaviour, (be was ne'er feen to 

frown, 
Iler eyci had much luftre, yet (he ever look'd 

down; • 

Her breaft white as fnow was with gauze cover 'd 

o'er. 
Thro' which curious eyes cou'd its beauties ck^ 

pkrc» 

C 5 t^ 
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A few tOQchei of aity and a lUtlt led leal* 
Gave a delicate glow to her ntcural red : 
Her perfon ntftleSing mora brightly (He (hone. 
Her drefi ftruc^c the eye by iti neatntfA alone* 
On her toilet a Bible wai ilwayidifplayM, 
And aear MaffiUon wai a pot of pamt laid \ 
The dcvotiom for Lent (he fti'l read o'er and o'eff 
But what made seal in her refncSed the morc« 
Wai that flie in woman excut d each rafh aAion, 
For Gertrude (he devout wai no friend to detrac- 
tion. 
Thif dame had one daughter alone, Teventeen 
.Wai her age ^ a more Mghl beauty never wat 

feen; 
or thii lovely creature Ifabel wai the name. 
More fair than her mother, but her braut v the fame. 
They appeared like Mmcrva and like Vcnui the 

fair. 
To breed up her daughter wai Gertrude*a chief 

care. 
Like a flow*r newly blown (he her child kept a 

ftranger 
To thii wicked world*a contagion and danger* 
Cardi, public diverfioni, and gay converfiition 
To each innocent foul direful baiti of tcmptatton. 
The true fnarei of Satan which the faintiever fly, 
Were pleafuret which Gertrud^'i houi« ne'er 

durft come nljch. 
Gertrude had a chapel whereto to repair. 
When minded to heaven to put up a prayV; 
Inhere her leifuie (he oft* paft in f(ood meditationf , 
And her foul brcaih'd to heaven in ejaculationi. 
Kefplendent with richeft of fumuue (hone 
Thit retrf ar, to the rye of the public unknown : 
A pair of ft4iri where the prophane ncV durft 

Xo the garden and figmte uvV« vV^t ^tttvX^^ 



X« 
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Yon all know that in fummcr the fiioU fcorching 
ray 

Makes night oft more agreeable far than the day ; 

By the moon's filver light then the heavens are 
o'erfpread, 

And girts take nopleaPtire to flumber in bed. 

Ifabel, whilft with pleafing pain throbb'd her fofC 
breaft, 

(As girls at feventeen can't be always at reft) 

Pafs'd the night under flielter of fome cooling 
(bade, 

Yet fcarce ever thought for what ufe it was made. 

UnmovM (he faw nature, and never admir'd. 

But rofe, went and came> juft as caprice infpir'J ; 

Noobje£ti(T)preflion could make on hermindy 

She knew not how to think, yet to think was in- 
clined. 

At the chapel (he cbancM to hear one day fome flir. 

That moment (he fcit curiofity's fpur j 

No fufpicion (he had which could juAly raife fear. 

Yet trembling and with hefitation drew near ^ 

One foot putting forward,^ the (tairs (he af- 
cended. 

One hand (he held back, and the other extended; 

With eye fix'd, out-ftretch'd neck, and heart 
throbbing faft, 

Herfeif (he exerted to hear all that paft. 

The firft thing (he hears is the voice of foft an- 
gui(h, 

Words half interrupted, (Ighs of lovers that lan- 
gul(h. 

My mother's opprcfs'd by fome pain or fome care, 

Cry'd (he, in her troubles I (liou'd have my (hare. 

Approaching (he heard thefe foft words, Dear 
• Andrew 

For iht Wj/i of my lif^ Voa \t\A^b\t^ v^^wi- 
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IfabelU this hearing. took hearty and flie cry% 

My mother it well, I (bou'd be hu$(fd, 

Ac length Ifabdla retires to her bed, • 

Sut for fifthine can't (kep, ftrange tblngi ru« 

in her hcaa : 
Bills Andrew beftows, but how, by what art i 
^Tif fure a rare talent bappineb to impart. 
Thus (he argu'd ihe cafe by herfelf all the nighf^ 
And impatiently wifli'd the return of the night. 
KabeUhe next morning (hew'd foiAe inquietude. 
Her concern was quickly perceiv'd by Gertrude. 
To Ifabel filence prov*d a tafk too fevere. 
To a(k prying queftions the couM not forbear. 
Who's this Andrew, faid (be, madam, who!! 

faid to know 
The way upon woman true blifs to beftow I 
Gertrude darted, as juftly it might be fuppos'd 
That all was dfcover'd, yet herfelf (be compos*d: 
Then with perfed afTurance to her daughter re* 

ply'd. 
O'er every family a faint (hou'd prefide; 
I've made choice of St. Andrew,, to him I'm dcr 

voted, 
B^h'm is my temporal welfare promoted : 
I mvoke him in fecret, Lit aiTiftance implore^ 
He often appears to me whilft I adore ; 
There does not one faint in all Paradife dwell». 
Who in holincft can my St. Andrejv excel. 
A wetl-(hap'd young man whom we Dennis (hall 

oam^,, 
Soon of fair Ifabella enamour'd became. 
I'rom Ifabel Dennis mod kind treatment found* 
And their lovet with enjoyment were frequently 

crown'J. 



Gertrude to cv'ry ftir in her turn giving 
Clu/ic'd the anthcmt fun^ by Ita^ui \!^ \ 



ear. 
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And the pray'rs which (be made whilft (he Dea* 

nis carefs'dy 
In extacy ftraining him to her (oft breaiT. . 
Surprizing our lovers, Gertrude was enrag'd : 
Her paffion the daughter hy this anfwer aiFwag'd : 
Dear mother, excufe me, for patron I claim 
St. Dennis, as your faint St. Andrew you name. 
Gertrude then growo^wifergreaterhappinefsknew*. 
Retaining her lover^ (he to faints bid adieu. 
She dropt the vain proje<9 of deceiving mankind : 
They're not to be cheated, for Envy's not blind j^ 
With piercing eye Envy will fee thro' your ma(k j 
To conjefiure is t^Sy^ to feign a hard ta(k ; 
To live free is a bleffing, but all pleafures are faint 
To the wretch who lives under perpetual coa* 

ftraint. 
The fair Ifabcl liv'd no longer retir'd. 
In charms (he increas'd, by the town was admir'd. 
Thoiie pleafures which Gertrude had excluded 

before. 
She agreed as companions of loye ta rtfkoxt : 
There the moft polite people in joy paft their days^ 
Nought is (bund in good company undeferving sf 

praife. 



THE 

THREE MANNERS. 

TT OW form'd were th' Athenians true joy 
Ijj^ to impart I 

flow their genius delights and enlivens my heart! 
How under their (iSions ingenious I trace 
Truth's likencfsi and foon riqw \u \on^ ^v'Csk Vc\. 
/kcet * " ^2^ 
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Sut of ill ch€tr inventions that which ftrikei me 

the moft 
h the fiage^ of Athenians the pride and the boafi ^ 
Whereon heroes renownM, and the chiefa of old 

times, 
GouM aA over again both their good deeds and 

crimes. 
You fee how all nations in this prefent age 
Adopt their example, and wou*d rival their ftager 
No folio mftrtiAion like the drama conveys, 
Perilh, perifh the wretches who wou'd cenAire all 

plays i 
When that vile, afajf A race firft exifted beloWf 
A heart Nature on them forgot to beftow. 
At the (vrceks folcmn games^ 'twas the cufiom to* 

crown 
Men of eminent virtue and chiefs of renown ;. 
Before the people juftice was done to their meritf 
Thtti oft* iVe fcen Villars and Maurice, whofe 

fpirit 
And condud from courtiers met with cenfure fe« 

vere, 
When they went to the opera receive laurels there, 
l^hus when Richlicu viAorious returned from 

Mahon, 
Which he bravely had taken as cun*d etivy muft 

own, 
Wherever he pafs'd he received loud applaufe ; 
Not greater CUiron from the crowded pit draws. 
Before bufkMi» were known in oldiPj'chf lus* time, 
Kre Melpomene trod the ftage with fteps fublime. 
To youn;; lovers was granted a much envy'd prise. 
Whoever infpii'd by hii miftrcfi* brirtht cyea. 
In the year had do ;e moft, and moft tenderneft 

fltewn, 
ThMtman was before aU the QrttVa ciomtCi^iNnfM* 
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The caufe of her paffion was by each Un one 

pleaded. 
Her lover's claim (he by her e-oqoence aided. 
Having firft cbade an oath to abftatn fiodi ail arty 
Nor like orators aim atmtfleading the hean. 
Without exaggeration their caufe to fupporc ; 
A hard talk to women as to lawyers at court. 
Still extant remains one of tbefe Aoe debates. 
Which took rife from the icifoie of GrceceV 

free ftates. 
Etidames hciog atcbon, if my memory's right» 
Three beaoties appearing fiii'd all Greece with* 

delight -f 
i£gle, Ap^mis, and Teone were their names; 
The wits of all Greece ran in crowds to thcr 

games : 
Tho' great talkers, they then kept a filence pro-^ 

found, 
Attenti%eiy lifl'ning as theftage they went rounds 
In a golden cloud Venus with young Cupid de-<^ 

fcendcd. 
To all that the difputants utter'd attended. 
Firft began youthful ^gte, who had graces and* 

art. 
Which charming eye and ear found a way to the* 

heart. 
Hermotimesmy much lov'd, my much bonour'tit 

fire, 
Throoghout his whole life felt true genius's Eie, 
He attach'd bimfclf always to thofe gifts of the 

mod, 
Thofe elegant arts which have poIiOiM mankind ', 
To fcience devoted, from all honours he fled. 
And life unambitious with' his family led ; 
His daughter he would to no huiband confign. 
But to one who Wke him fcU \\v^ \^?^>i iK^^^ «v»\^^% 
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Who bed knew to fing td the lyre, end Co ptiitt 

The few charmi nature gave mc, which indeed 

are but faint. 
Young Ljrgdamon lov'd me i natVal eeniui alone^ 
By art unaflifted, in him brightly (hone^ 
Difcreet and ingenioua^ both refined and pdife. 
He ne'er fpoke ai a fcholar, but al wayi fpoke right f 
He no talent! |)o(Ierft'd^ yet could judge of each arr« 
Ev'ry grace hii mind form'd, and &fc love <iir4 

hii heart i 
He knew to love only ; in that art he exccH'd ^ 
Mv heart foon to learn it from him wai compeU'cf. 
When my fire would have adted a tyrannical parr. 
And have torn me from him who poflefa'd my 

fad hearty 
And would with fome painter have cauft'd me to 

wed. 
Some gcniuf to mufick and poetry bred. 
How ince&nt the teari trickled from my fad eyei| 
Defpotk power o'er ua pareiiH would exercik ! 
Since we owe life to them, o'er our live* they 

have power 
Like goda, fo for death I prepared in fad hour %, 
Confui'd and defpairing wretched Lygdamon fled. 
And fought fome afyium where to (belter hia beacf* 
My fire meant in fix montha todifp^ife of my hartd, 
7'hat delay wai expend by the whole am'ruue 

band. 
No room had they then their fad talenta to ibew^ 
I waa grown a mere piAure of lerrow and woe* 
The moments fwift flying increai'd my alarmt. 
My lov'd Lygdamon had retired from my arma $ 
When my lovera fliou'd meet I expeiled my doum. 
To eCcape Vm, I wiOi'd to fink into my Comb* 
Twenty rir^b produAipoa were expofed tomen'a 
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To I ihoufind debates their produfiiom gave rife • 
I who had not feen any for none cou'd decide, 
My father impatient wou'd have made me the 

bride 
Of the proud Harpagus, wbofe worka greatly 

were prized. 
To him I was going to be facrific'd. 
A flave then who feemM ta^irrive in poft^haRe 
The work of a ftranger full in their view placM : 
All prefent then fix'd on the canvas their eyes, 
'Twaa my pidure, fa like that U caus'd much 

furprize. 
In the pidure I feem'd both to breathe and to 

fpeak. 
And figh as my heart were juft going to break } 
In myair« in my eyes perfedlove was exprefs'd. 
Art appeared not, 'twas nature reprefcnted at beft ; 
On the canvas appeared by art wond'rouaaiiidliew. 
The ibul and the body at once to the view | 
There deep (hade was.united with light's mildeft 

gleams. 
As *t morning we fee the fun dart his bright beamt 
Athwart our vaft forefts circled round with thick 

fliades. 
And gild fruits and harveAs, gieen meadows aA4 

glades. 
To find fault was only Harpagus' defire. 
The reft all flood filentand were forc'd toadmire« 
Who's th'is, cry'd out Harpagus, loft in amaze* 
That paintine to fuch high perfeSion cou'd raife } 
To whom at laft (hall I my daughter confign ? 
Ijrgdamon (hen appearing, faid, (hall fi)e be mine? 
'Tis love that*s the painter, love alone on my 

breaii 
(fas this lively image of my ^glc im^tcCCd. 
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'TwM love'i powV on the canvai directed mjr 

hand, 
What art if not AibjeA to that god's high coow 

mand? 
'Tis hif powrer alone that can all am infpirc^ 
Then to voice fofc and tender attuning hli lyret 
Of tonei and notei various be made mufic fo fuie^ 
All thought themfelvea feated at a concert divine; 
LfkeApelles he painted^ and likeOrpheut he fung» 
With rage and with fury was Harpagus flung i 
Fire fla(h d from his eyes, and his anger fuppftis'd^ 
His vifage inflam'd, and boil'd fierce in his breaft* 
Then fetzing with frenxj a iavelin, he fitir, 
In Lygdamon's blood his fell hands to embrue i 
My lover to flay the barbarian intended^ 
And over two lives dire deflruAion impended. 
Lygdamon, who perceivM him, waa no way di(» 

may'd { 
But with the fame band that (b flcitful)? played, 
IVIiicb the bearta and the minda of kia hcarert 

bad charmed. 
He ratsM bis fot whom he had fought and difbrmM. 
Then fure to love's prise hemayjuflly lay claims 
Permit me to grant the reward oi his flame* 
Thus fpoke the fair ^gfe. Love applauds bar 

difirourfe. 
And the theatre rung, the Greeks clapp*d witb 

fuch force. 
To hear this applaufe drew a btufli from the damej 
And her paffion for Lygdamon fiercer became. 

Then rofe Teone» nor her fpeech nor her air 
Were formed by art, or fcem*d ftudy'd with care j 
ThcGrecks when Oie rofe, for a time fcem'd mort 

Her Mdveoture with fmWea {htVMV^tv \^ 4:\^^v) 



Mw 
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In retfc of lefs length, and a different meaAire, 
Which runs with great eafe^ and is heard witb 

much pleafure : 
'Twas in fuch the gay Hamilton fiiil chore t» 

write ; 
Such nature Itas often been known to indite. 

T B O N E. 

Young Agaton yo» all muft know,. 
His charms like thofc of Nereus (hew ; 
His cheeks glow'd with a lovely redy 
And fcarce witb down were overfpread i 
His eyes like Venus's arc fweet, 
His voice like here with love replete^ 
liilies united with the rofe 
The tinSure of his hue compofe ; 
The ringlets of Aftolb?s.hatr 
Are not fo graeefti), long, and fai9» 
When of fit age to be a wife, 
I cbofe him as my own for life. 
My heart was not hia captive mado 
By outward charms which quickly fade;t 
Like Paris he can ftrike the eye. 
In (Irength with famM Adiities vte» 
One evening as I with my aunt 
Took on tbe ^geanfea a jaunt. 
Near one of thofe delightful iflcs 
On which kind heaven for ever finiles, 
A Lydian vcflel, great of fize, 
Seiz'd on our (loop as lawful prize. 
Long had the corfair, then grown grey,. 
CruizUnear thofc ifles in qucft of prey, 
Girls in the hIoo<nof youth he fought, 
Thcfe to his governor be bfougjiiv 
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He v<ranteJ one ibout my age, 

Saw fomething in me to engage i 

He let my antient aunt go tree, 

And ai men fparrows catch, feiz'd me ; 

With hafte then to his matter goes, 

Of hii new booty to difpofe. 

My good aunt then with clam'rouscriei 

And bofom fwoln with forrow flies 

To the Pyrcum, there to tell 

Whoe'er f\e met of what bcfel ; 

How her Teone was the prey 

Of a corfair that rov'd the Tea ; 

Qf one who dealt in female ware , 

And meant to fell me at fomc fair. 

Think you was Agaton content 

With tears what happen*d to lament f 

On canvas with a bnifli to trace 

The various features of my face, 

To tune his lyrct hit voice to raife. 

To fing my lofs and beauties pralfe h 

To arms my lover had reconrfe, 

Refolv'd to get me back by force : 

Not having wherewithal to pay 

Thofe that engage in ev'ry fray. 

He to his youthful figure ttufted. 

And like a girl himfelf adjufted. 

With petticoat and ftays when drefa'd. 

He hid a poniard in his bread ; 

Then in a floop be brav'd the main. 

Bent or to die or me regain. 

The youth arrived foon thus arrayM, 

To where Maeander winding playM. 

So bright bis charms were, he feem*d born 

The court of fome prince to adorn ; 

He feem'd a (heep made for the fold 

STp which liutt befoie was (o\d. 
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When he began on (bore to tread. 
To my feraglio he was led. 
No girl before waa ever blefs'd 
With joy like that which fill'd my breaft, - . 
When I in my feraglio fpy'd 
My Grecian lover at my fide. 
And that within Qiy powV it lay 
AM that his love dar'd to repay ^ . . 
Him I accepted as my own, 
The deities appear 'd alone 
At nuptials in fuch hurry made ; 
No prieft was by in robe^ array'd ; 
And thofe who to a mafter beod. 
Have feldom fervanu to attend. 
At night the am'rous fatrap came 
To my bed- fide, talk'd ofhis flame. 
His luft to gratify be thought, ,. 

But one fine girl was Co him brought^ 
«On feeing two,' with great furprize^ 
I can't too many have, he cries. 
Your lovely f/iend I much admire. 
Company's all that I defire ; 
Tho' two, ni find means to content you. 
Let no curs*d jealoufy torment you. ■ 
When thus he had his mind exprefs'd, 
He both his miflrefies carefft'd. 
His word preparing to make good, 
To do as he had faid he would ; 
For Agaton I was afraid. 
But my brave Greek quite undifmay'd 
Upon ihe luftful fatrap flew, 
Seiz'd on his hair, his poniard drew, 
Difcover'xi that he was a man. 
And boldly thus to fpeak began : 
-Your doors this inftant open throw. 
Out of this houfe let us three go\ 
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By figm your whole attendanf bifi4 
Not to follow after u$ cooimand ; 
To the (bore let ui take our wwjf 
And there embark without delay* 
ru watch you with attentive eyea^ 
If word or ufture I furprise, 
If the Icaft doubtful fign I fpf. 
That vay inftant vou Aall die i 
Your corpfe into tne river thrown 
.Shall to the bottom quick go dowit* 
'^^I'be fatrap, tho* a mHilepeer, 
Wai very liable to fear i 
He with great readinefa obeyed $ 
The man ii gentle that*! afraid. 
Then in the Tittle bark with hafle 
With us thegovernof we placed. 
Soon at in Greece we all were landedf 
The vanqui(bM*i ranfom waa demanded ) 
A round (urn in good gold wai paidy 
This money waf my dowry made, 
Ackmmicdge then my lover^idecd 
Doci that of Lygdamon exceed i 
That juft bad been my fad complainr» 
Had he amui'd himfeif to paint 
My face, or in elabVate verfe 
My various graces torchearfe. 

Her paflion delighted, Greece heard herdifplay 
Wtfh cafe unaffrdted, with fimplicity gay. 
All that Teone faid waa with fire animated, 
Gface in telling haa more force than what ia 

related. 
7*hey applauded, they laugh'd, laughter Grecka 

never tires. 
When man's happy what fignifies what be id« 

mires. 
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Apamis tben, her eyes with lean flowing, ad- 

vanc^d. 
Her forrows inchanted and her charmi inhaoc'di 
The Greeks when flie (poke took a inoM ftcioiit 

air, 
Ko heart in her favour delayed to declare. 
In moderate meafurefbe related the woes 
Which from her unhappy love's adventure arofe; 
The fmooih running iyiUbles gave delight to each 

ear, 
And arranged with nHich art quite negleAed ap« 

pear. 
The melody of this eafy metre's divine. 
The long ofi* tixs litt tzr^ tho' acknowledged 

more fiiie. 

A p A M I a. 

Tho* fome curs'd flar then rul'd the earthy 
''Twas Amatonie 6rft gave me birth^ 
BIe6'd region ! where in Greece, ^is (aid. 
The mother of the loves was bred. 
Her cradle to that happy (bore 
The ever-fmiling pleafures bore { 
Tho* born the hiiman race to blefst 
Me (he has loaded with didrefs. 
From her pure law no ill cou'd flow, 
She pour'd down only good below, 
Whilft her law nature^slaw remained j 
Curs'd rigour has her altars ftain*d : 
The gods are merciful and kind. 
But priefts to cruelty inclin*d. 
A law they made fevere as new, 
, That any nymph that proved untrue. 
Her life (hou'd in that water clo(e 
From whence Love's goddels once arofr. 
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lit}\t{% h«r forfeit life to hve 

Some lover chofe ft Wdu'y (trftve. 

Can nothing then but punifhmcnt 

Inconltiificy in love prevent t 

Should woman, weak and prone to change 

Kroiii love to love, inconfbnt ran^scf 

We'll own 'cit bady but cannot fee 

0( d'Ownin(>ihe necedity. 

i)U VfrnuSf beauty of the fkiet, 

Viuiu whom my woe^ and joyif took tiff 9 

Wmow I with fo devout a care 

Si-iv'ii with young U^ttlu* the fair, 

J iip'f) ^ou aa witneffr^ll 

t )t my lovtr'tf Unce^ youknowit all ^ 

Ymt know il e'er my fliiiie to frcJ 

My (..if'ion ttood of iear in netd j 

Wiih luVL* reriproc;il delighted, 

( )<ii (WO fouls weic as one united ; 

1 :mi my fovrr felt that lire 

AVhiiti iiiRc thegoddtfi did infptre. 

The Iktn whet) he began hi% coirrk, 

W'^u widu U of (Mr pafTion'i force ; 

/kiid whi-o hi» leiiint^ ray« the Viile 

il'-L'uii Uigilifi he heard our fale^ 

)!u( inoft the (ablefhAdei of ni^/hc 

Wi-ir coiiUiou^ of our ioft delight. 

Affiioiax, by love difirlaim'd, 

Wttrjr lirait to ev'ry vice w^a irMm'^^ 

l.'/V'J ni"^ but 'twai thro' fpi^^ht alon«r« 

'1 tit) U.I tiiN wofd« and deedu m4de known : 

«SMli hr wiis jealdui, for by fate 

'J l.e wict( h w»^ pre-orddin'd to hate | 

J',rivySruill poidxiihe lee f4|}, 

ilis tongue difiiH'd vile flaiidcr't gall. 

ilaiirlul iiiforfiifri, monfttrtdire, 

'Jo hill, which give you Lir.h, retire i 
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Toiiart me (b much art was us'd^ 
That e'en my lover was abus'd^ 
^nd innocence a viSim fell 
To fraud, theoff-fpring curft of belL 
Do not require to have difplayM 
The horrid plot this monfter Jaid ; 
Such thoughts no place have in my feul^ 
My lover there ftill claims the whole. 
In vain Lto Love's goddeis pray'd. 
By all I found myfelf betray'd ; 
-Condemn'd to end my life and woe« 
In the fea whence fair Venus rofe. 
To death J was a viSim led, 
Tears, as I paft, bya'l were (bed 
With unavailing forrow all 
Lamented my untimely fall ; 
When to me Bitilus addrefs'd 
A letter, which my fate reveris'dy 
Dear fatal note, which with jt brought 
Tidings that worfe than death I thought I 
I almoil funk in endlefs night. 
When words like thefe firft ftruck my fight : 
•** Tho' to my love you were not true, 
•^ I'm yet refolv'd to die for you^" 
*rwas done as faid ; my life to fave. 
My lover plung'd into the wave. 
All at his boldnefs were amaz'd. 
They wept, and much his courage prais'd* 
Oh death thy .aid I then requir'd, 
To end my woes alone defir'd : 
To follow Batilus I meant. 
But cruel friendship would prevent ; 
By force kept from the (hades below, 
I was condemn'd to life and troe. 
The curs'd impoftor's hellifti fpighf, 
Altho' too late^ was brought to light v 

D ^^ 
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He in his turn death underwenf, 
I gain not by hit punifliment. 
lively Batilus is no morei 
For me he fouf^lit the Stygian (hore« 
To youy O judgeS) I repair, 
Grant to my fighs and tender car« 
Such needful aid| Aich kind relief 
As may but mitigate my erief : 
Grant the youth who rengn'd his breath 
The prize he merited by death ; 
'Twill cheer him in the ihades below, 
But I (hall convTort no more know : * 
Then let your generous hearts once more 
Force to this trembling hand reftore, 
That on his tomb before your eyes 
It may write, " Athens gives this prize.** 
Sobs (topp'd her when ibe thus had faid, 
Ceafing, a flood of tears (he {bed. 

Compaflion touched each judge's breafl ; 
They firft took JEgWn fide, 

With Teone laugh'd at each jcft. 
With Apamis they cry'd. 
Tm forry that I cannot find 
To whom the laurel was aflign'J. 

My friends clofe by the fire-fide feateJ 

7*hcfc tales for you I have repeated ; 

I to an tntient author owe 'em, 

And hope you will fome favour (how *em | 

You of their merit muft decide, 

I by your judgment will abide. 
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THELEM A and MAC A REUS. 

TH E L E M A's lively, all admire 
Her charms, but flic's too full of fire; 
Impatience ever racks her breaft. 
Her heart a ftranger is to reft. 
A jocund youth of bulky (ize 
This nymph beheld with tender eyes. 
From hers his burnout differed quite. 
Black does not difFer more from white. 
On his broad face and open mien 
There dwelt tranquility ferene ; 
His converfe is from languor free 
And boiflerous vivacity. 
His fleep^was found and fweetat night, 
Adive he was at morn like light; 
As day advanced he pleas'd ftill more, 
Macareus was the name he bore. 
His miftre6 void of thought as fair 
Tormented him with too much care: 
She adoration thought her due, 
Atid. into fierce reproaches flew ; 
H^Macareus with laughter left. 
And of all hopes of blifs bereft. 
From clime to clime like mad flie ran 
To feek the dear, the faithlefs man: 
From him (he cou*d not live content. 
So firft of all to court (he went. 
There flie of cv'ry one inquir'd, 
Is Macareus with you retir'd ? 
Hearing that nanie the witlings there 
To laugh and fmile cou'd fcarce forbear. 
Madam, faid they, who is this Yquire 
Macareus for whom you inquire ? 

D 2 \J\a^^m^ 
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Madam, his chara£ler difplay, 

Or eire we flia'n't know whac to (ay:. 

He is a man» return'd the fair, 

PoflfefsM of each endowment rare« 

i\ man of virtue fo refin'J, 

He hated none of human kind ; 

To whom no man e'er ow'd a fpite 

Who always knew to reafon right. 

Who void of care iiv*d dill at eafr^ 

And knew all human kind to pleafe. 

The courtiers anfwer'd with a fncer, 

You arc not like to .find him here, 

Mortals with fuch endowments rare 

But feldom to the court repair : 

I'he fair then to the city bent 

Her way, and ftopp'd at a convent. 

She thought that in that calm retreaiC 

She might her tranquil lover meet. 

Madam, then faid the under prior, 

The man for whom you thus inquire 

We long have waited for in vain. 

To vifit us he ne'erdid deign. 

But fuch a lofs to compenfate, 

We've idle time and vigils late \ 

We have our ftatcd days of fafting 

With difcocd and diviuons lading. 

A (hort monk then with crown. ihav'd o'er^ 

Said, madam, feek this man no more^ 

For I'm by falfe reports mifled. 

Or clfe your lover's long fince dead. 

Whst the monk infolently faid 

Made Thelcma with rage grow red : 

Brother, faid (he, I'd have you know 

7'be man who has caus'd all my woe 
Was made for me, and me alone, 
.Hc*3ia tbi$ fioM on which rai\hto«ta \ 

\NVJt 
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Wirh mc he'll live and die content^ 
Vm properly b'S elfment : 
Who ought elfe told you on my word 
Has faid a thing that's moft abfard. 
This faid, away the fair one ran, 
Refolv'd to find th' inconftant man. 
At Paris, «ahere the wits abound, 
Peinaps, faid (be, he may be found. 
The wit* fpcak of him as a fage ; 
One of them faid, you by our page, 
M^iJam, perhaps have been niifled ; 
When there of Macareus you read. 
We fpok* cf one we never knew. 
Then near (he to the palace drew, 
Shutting her eye?, quick pafsM the fair, ^ 
My love, (be cry'd, can'c func be there j 
There's fome attra^ions in a court. 
But who'd to this vile place refort ? 
Themis' bttek followers needs moft prove 
Eternal foes to bim I love. 
FairTbeiema at Rameau's Oirtney 
Where the mofe itfters flrains divine* 
The nan who her fo much negleded 
There to meet, was what (he expelled. 
At thofc feafts oft' (be was a gueft. 
Where meet gay people richly dre&'d; 
Such people as we all agree 
To call the beft of company. 
People of an addrefs polite. 
She looked upon at the iirft fight 
As perfed copies of her lover ; 
But (be foon after cou'd difcover. 
That ftriving moft to appear the fame. 
They ftill were wtdeft of their aim. 
At lad the fair one in defpair» 
Vindioghow vaifl was all hti c^ie% 
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And grown of her inquiriei tir'd, 

To her rc»rcat wou'd have retir'd : 

The objc<a which (he there firft fpyU 

Was Macareus by her bed fide j 

He waited there hid from her eyes. 

That he the fair one raiftht furprize : 

Henceforward, faid he, live with me. 

From all inquietude be free, 

Do not, like vain and haughty dame^. 

Be too afl'uming in your claims; 

And if you wou'd henceforth poflcft 

My perfon and my tendcrncls. 

Never more make demands more high. 

Than fuiis me with them to comply. 

Who's undcrftood by cither namc> 

15oth of the lover and the dame, 

'^I'be folks who are profound in Greek: 

Cannot be very far to feck. 

'J aught by this emblefn they'll relate 

Whai's to be ev'ry mortal'i fate. 

Thee Macarcua • tbo'all fucn ohMfe* 

Tho' much theyjowe ibcc, oft* ihcy lofc^ 

And I'm pcrfuaded that y^u (dwell 

With mc, tho' this I fc^r totell. 

Who boafls that with thee he is bUft'd, 

]>y envy oft' is difpofie&'d ^ 

A man (liou'd know, 4o makeihee fure». 

How to live happy yvbilft obfciMC* 

t u p ■ ^ m i I n IP Hju i n II ^ nm ^ ii 

• The late Mr. Vade hat done hit readers the juAice to 
believe that they know, that Macaieui U bapplocfi^ «Ad 
Thelema dcfirc or wUJ. 
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A T village liv'd, in days of yore, 
jiJL ^ youih bred in Mohammed's lore ; 
His well-turn'd limbs were form'd with grace. 
With blooming beauty glow'dhis face; 
His name was Azolan, with care 
The Khoran he had wrote out fair; 
Was on its ftudy ever bent. 
To get it all by heart he meant. 
From the moft early youth his breafl: 
By zeal for Gabriel was poffcfs'd ; 
This minifter of the moft high 
Defcended to him from the fky. 
The zeal that in thy boforo glows. 
Said he, thy guardian Gabriel know»: 
To Gabriel gratitude is dear. 
To make your fortune I'm come here;. 
You'll in fliort time as firfl divine 
Of Medina apd Mecca (hine ; 
This, next to his place who is chief 
Of all who hold the true belief. 
Is the moft high- and wealthy (lation 
In holy Mahomet's donation. 
When you your duties once begin, 
Honours on all fidea will pour in ; 
But you a folemn oath mufl malce 
The whole fex female to forfakc; 
To lead a life moft chafte, and ne'ei 
But thro' a grate to view the fair. 
Toohaftily the beauteous boy, 
That he church treafures might enjoy. 
Fell eafily into the fnare. 
Nor of his folly was aware. 

D 4 ^« 
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Oar new-made imam was elate. 

Seeing hi^irclf become to great ^ 

Hia joy the falary enhanced. 

Which was immediately advanc'd 

By a clerk of important air, , 

Who with him fiill went (hare and fliare^ 

No joy can dignitv fupply* 

Nor weafth, £ou d love his aid deny. 

£ach morning as the day returned, 

'^rhe youth, who with love's flames fiill burn*l> 

Being by his curs'd oath f nchaln'd. 

Of his fad flavcry complain'd. 

Avowing freely in his heart, 

1'hat he had ptay'd afooliOi part* 

Amina fair by chance be fpics,. 

With youthful bloom and charming eyci ^ 

He loves Amina, (be in turn 

For him feels love's flame equal burn. 

Then Medina fare wel, hecry'd, 

Mecca, vain pomp and foolifli pride ^ 

Amina, miflrefs of my hreaft. 

We'll both I^ve in my village bleft'd. 

From heav*n tW archangel made dcfceot^ 

Severely to reproach him bent : 

The tender lover thus replies ; 

Do tut behold my miftreb' eyes ; 

I find of me you\e made a jeft, 

J*m by your contrail quite diftref»*d ^ 

With all you gave I'il freely part, 

I aflc ;^lone Amina's heart. 

The prudent and the facrcd lore 

Of Mahomet I mufl adore ; 

Love's joys he grants to the tlcQy 

Nay be allows 'em to expe^ 

Amina*s and eternal love» 

JjD bisbiight Pa/adife above. 
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To htafen again dear Gabriel go^ 
My zeal for you ihall ftill overflow f 
To the empyreum then repair. 
Without my love Td not go there. 

f H B 

ORIGIN of TRADES. 

WHEN with a fkrlful hand Prometheua . 
made 
A llatue that the human form difplayM, 
Pandora Kis own work to wed he chofe. 
And from thofe two the human race arofe* 
When firft to know herfelf the fair began. 
She play'd her fmile's enchantment upon man ^ 
By fofcnefs and alluring fpeech (he gain'd 
Th* afcendanr, and her mailer foon enchained ^ 
Her beauty on Prometheus* fenfe ne'er pall'd. 
And the ftrft hufband was the firft enthrall'd. 
The god of war foon faw the ncw-form'd fair > 
His manly beauty and his martial air^ 
His golden cafque and all his gliti'ring arms 
Pandora pleas'd, and he enjoy'd her charms. 
When the fea's ruler in his humid court 
Had heard of this intrigue from fame's report. 
The fair he fought, a like reception found, 
Could Neptune fail where Mars a triumph found f 
Day's light-hair'd god from hii rcfplcndcnt height 
Their pfeafures faw, and hop'd the fame delight ^ 
She could not to refufe him have the h^^it^ 
Who Q'cr (be day prcfidcs and cV'»N wv 
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Mercury with eloquence declarM his flame. 
And in his turn be triumph'd o^er the dame* 
Squalid and footy from his forge, at fiift 
Vulcan was ill received, and gave difguft ; 
But he by importunity obtain'd 
What other gods with fo much eafe had gainM. 
Pandora's prime thus wing'd with pleafure flew,. 
Then (he in languor liv'd, nor wherefore knew. 
She that devotes to love her life's firft fpring, 
As years increafe can do no other thing ; 
For e'en to gods inconflancy is known* 
And thofe who dwell in heav'n to change are 

prone. 
Pandora of her favours had been free 
To gods who left her ; happ'ning then to fee 
A fatyr who thro' plains and meadows ftray*d, 
Smit with his mien, (he love-advances made i. 
To thefe amours our race exiftence owes. 
From fuch amufements all mankind arofe ; 
Ucnce thofe varieties in talents fpring. 
In genius, pafBons, bus'nefs, every thing : 
To Vulcan one, to Mars one owes his birth, 
l^his to a fatyr ; very few on earth 
Claim any kindred with the eod of day, 
Few that cclcftial origin difpfay. 
From parents each his tafte and turn derives: 
But mod of all trades now Pandora*! thrives ; 
l^he mod delightful, tho' lead rare it fccms,. 
And is the trade all Paris ttiAi cllcema. 
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BLACK AND THE WHITE. 

TH E adventure of the youthful Ruflan is 
generally known throughout the whole 
province of Candahar. He was the only fon of 
a mirza of that country: the title of mirza 
there is much the fame with that of marquis 
amongft us, or that of baron amongft the Ger- 
mans. The mirza his father had a handfome 
fortune. Ypung Ruftan was to be married to a 
mirzafle, or young lady of his own rank ; the 
two families earneftly defired their union. Ruftan 
was to become the comfort of his parents, to 
make his wife happy, and to live bled in her 
pofleffion. 

But he had unfortunately feen the princefs 
of Cachemire at the fair of Kaboul, which is 
the moft confiderable fair in the world, and much 
more frequented than thofe of Baflbra and Aftra- 
can ; the occaiion that brought the old prince 
of Cachemire to the fair with his daughter was 
as follows :. 

He had loft the two moft precious curicfities 
of his treafury ; one of them was a diamond as 
thick as a man's thumb, upon which the figure 
of his daughter was engraved by an art which 
was then poflelTed by the Indians and has fince 
been loft ; the other was a javelin which went 
of itfelf wherever its owner thought proper to 
fcnd it ; this is nothing very extraordinary 
amongft us, but it was thought fo at Cache- 
mire« 

D 6 
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A faquir belonging to bis highnefs dole thefe 
twc curioficies ; he carried them to the princeb : 
keep ibefe two curiofitiet with the utmoft care, 
faid he, your dcfiinv depends upon them. Uav- 
iiig fpolce tbui he departed', and was not after- 
wards fecn. The duke of Cachemire in defpair 
refolved to viftt the fair of Kaboul, in order to 
fee whether there might not, amongft the mer- 
chants who go ihither from all the quarters of 
the world, be fomc one poflTcfled of his diamond 
and his weapon. Me carried his daughter with 
him in all his travels. She carried her diamond 
well faftened to her giidlc ^ but the javelin, 
which (he could not fo eadlv hide, (he had care* 
fully locked up at Cachcniirt in a large cheft. 

Ruflan and (be faw each othec at Kabcul ^ 
they loved one aru>cher with all <he finccrity of 
perfons of their age, a^id all the fendernefs of 
aiTciflion natural to thofcof (heir country. The 
princcfs gave Rufian her diamond as a pledge of 
her love, and he promifcd at his drpai tui** to go 
incognito to Cachemire, in order to pay h*r a 
vifir. 

The young mirza had two favourites, wh<i 
ffrved him aa fecretaries, grooms, (lewards, and 
valets de chambre ; the name of one was To* 
p3ze ; he was handfome, welKfliaped, fair as a 
Circjffian beauty, as mild and ready to ferve aa 
ao Armenian, aiid as wife as a Guebre. Tbc 
name of the other was Ebene ; he was a very 
beautiful negro» more a£live and irujuftrious ihaa 
Topaze, and one that thought nothing difficult. 
The young mirza communicated his intenricn of 
travelling to thefe. Topazc endeavoured to dif- 
(uadc him frx>m it with the circumfpe£l zeal of 
Si krvani »ho was unvCilting to offend him y ht 
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f^prtfent6i to him the great danger to which he 
expofed himfelf; he afked him how he ccul(f 
kave two families in defpair? how' he could 
p'erce the hearts of his parents ? He (hooic the 
refolution of Ruftan ;> but Ebene confirmed it 
anew, and obviated all his objedions. 

. The young man was not furnrfhtd with mo- 
ney to defray the charge of fo long a voyage ; 
the prudent Topaze would not have lent hinr 
any ; Ebene fupplied him ; he with great ad- 
drefs Aole his mailer's diamond, made a falfe one 
exadtly like it which he put in its place, anj 
pledged the true one to an Armenian for feverai 
tboufand roupies. 

As foon as the marquis was poflefled of hi'^ 
roupies, all things were in readinefs for his dc« 
parture; an elephant was loaden with his bag;- 
' S?S^* ^*^ attendants mounted on horfeback; 
Topaze faid to his mafter, I have taken: the li- 
berty to ^xpoftulatc with- you upon your enter- 
prize, but after expoftulating^ it is my duty to 
obey 5 I am devoted to you-, I love you, 1 will 
follow you to the extremity of the earth ; but 
let us by the way confult the oracle that is but 
two parafonges diftant from here : Ruflan con^ 
iented. The anfwer returned by the oracle was, 
** If you go to ihecaft yoi» will be at the weft.** 
Ruftan could not guefs the meaning of this an- 
fwei*. Topaze maintained* that it boded no good*. 
Ebene, always complaifant to his marfler, per- 
fiiaded him that it was highly favourable. 

There was another oracle at Kabou! ; they 
went to it ; th« oracle of Kaboul made anfwer 
in thefe words, ** If you poflefs, you will ceafb 
*• to poflefs ; if you are conqueror you will not 
^ conquer j if you ate RulUv\, ^cwl ^^^\ ^t.-^^ 
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•« to be To/' Thtf oracle appeared ftill Aor* 
unintelligible than the former. Take care of 
yourfelfi faidTopaze: fearnothin^, faid Ebene; 
and this minifler, as may well be imagined, was 
always thought in the right by his matter, whofe 
paflions aiid hopes he encouraged. Having left 
Kaboul, they paflcd through a vad foreft ; they 
fcated themfclves upon the graff, in order to take 
a repaft, and left their hor^s grazing. The at* 
tendants weic preparing to unload the elephant 
which carried the dinner, the table, cloth, plates. 
Ice. when all on a fuddrn Topazc and Ebene 
were perceived by the I it lie caravan to be mifl** 
ing. They were called, the foreft refoundcd 
with the names of Topazc and Ebene ; the lac- 
quies feck them on every tide, and fill the foreft 
with their cries j they return without having 
fetn any thing, and v^ithout having received any 
anfwer. We have, faid they Co Kuftan, found 
nothing but a vulture that fought with an eagle, 
and ftript it of all its fcatheri. 'I'he mention oif 
this combat excited the curiofiiy of Ruftao ; he 
went on foot to the place, he perceived neither 
vulture nor ea:;Ie ; but be Uw his elephant, 
which wa9 (1:11 Joadcn with ba;'gagc, attacked 
by a huge rhinoceros: one ftruck with its horn, 
ti.c o'.h'jr will) its probof^is. 'J he rhinoceros 
rltTiitcd upon feeing Ruft^n ; his elephant was 
bo-Jght back, but his horfes were not to be 
founJ. S(raii(je things happen in fotefls to tra- 
vellers, cried Kuftan. The fervanti were in great 
conftcrnaiion, and the muftcr in dcfpair, for 
having at once loft his hoifcA, his dear negro, 
and the wife To;)aze, for whom he ftill had a 
fricndfliip, (hough he always differed from him 
in opinivii. 
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The hopes of being foon at the feet of the 
beauteous pxincefs of Cachemire confoled. the 
mirza, when he met with a huge flreaked afs, 
which a vigorous two-handed country clown 
beat with an oaken cudgeL The afles of this 
fort are extreamly beautiful, very fcarce, and 
beyond exprei&on fwift in running. The afs 
returned the reiterated blows of the clown by 
kicks which might have rooted up an oak. The 
young mirza, as was reasonable, took upon hioi 
the defence of the afs, which was a charming 
creature. The clown betook bimfelf to flighty, 
crying to the afs. You (ball pay for this* 

The afs thanked her deliy.erer in her own lan- 
guage, approached hiro^ let berfelf be carefTed, 
and carelTed him ifi her turn. Afte^ dinner, 
Euflan mounts her» and takes the road to Cache- 
rnlre with his fervants, who follow him fome on 
foot and fome upon the elephant. Scarce was 
he got upon his afs, when that animal turned 
towards Kjaboul, inilead of proceeding to Cache- 
mire. It was^ to fjo purpofe for her mafter to 
turn the bridle, to kick, to prefs the fides of the 
beaft with his knees-» to fpur, to flacken tho 
bridle, to pull towards him, to whip both ofi the 
right and the left, the obftinate animal perfifled 
to run towards Kaboul. 

Ruflao fweated, fretted, and raved; when he 
met with a dealer in camels, who faid to hioj, 
Mafter, you have got a very malicious beaft, 
which carries you where you do not chufe to go ; 
if you will give it to me, I will give yojj the 
choice of four of my camels. . Ruftan thanked 
providence for having thrown fo good a bargain 
in bis way. Topaze was very much in the 
wrong, faid he, to tell nv^ .vix^t. m^j \^>\\wl^ 
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would prove unprofperous. He mounts ilie 
bandromeft camel, the other thiee follour; bt 
lejoins his caravan, and fees himfelf in the road 
to his happineft. 

Scarce had he walked four paraibngfs, when 
he was (topped by a deep» broad, and impetuous 
torrent, which rolled upon rocks white with 
foam; the two banks were frightftil precipices 
which dazzled the fight and made the blood run 
cold : to pafs was imprafiicable, it was impof- 
fible to go to the right or the Icfr. I am begin- 
ning to be afraid, faid Ruftan, that Topaze was 
in the right in blaming my journey, and that I 
was in the wrong in undertaking it ; if he was 
ftill here he might give me good advice ^ if I 
had Kbene with me, he would comfort me and 
find expedients ; but every thing fails me. This 
perplexity was increaftd by the confternation of 
his attendants: the night was dark, and they 
pafled it in lamenratiuns. At tail fatigue and 
deje<Siion made the amorous traveller fall afleep. 
He aaakes at day-break, and fees a beautiful 
marble bridge built upon the torrent, which 
reached from (hore to (bore. 

Nothing was heard but exclamations, cries of 
aftonifhment, and joy. Is it poffible ? Is thb a 
dream ? What a prodigy is this ! What an en- 
chantment ! Shall we venture to pafs ? The 
whole company kneeled, rofe up, went to the 
bridge, kifTed the ground, looked up to heave*, 
flretched out their bands, fet their feet on it 
with trembling, went to and fro, fell into ex- 
tacies; and Ruftan faid, At laft heaven favours 
me, Topaze did not know what he was (*ymg^ 
cractes were favourable to me, Ebene w&s in 
ihc righi^ bot wby is be n^ ti«K I 
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Scarce had the company got beyond the tor- 
rent, when the bridge funk into the water with 
a prodigious noife. So much the betier, fo much 
the better, cried Ruftan, priifed be God, blefled 
be heaven ; it would not have me return to my 
country, where I (hould be nothing more than x 
a gentleman ; the intention of heaven is that I 
(hould wed her I love ; I ihail become prince of 
Cachemire ; thus in " poflViSng" my miftreis 
I (hall ceafe to ^^pofiefs" my little marquifate 
at Candahar. «« I (hall be Ruftan, and I (hall 
*' not be Ruflan^, becaufe I (hall become a 
great prince : thus is a great part of the oracle 
clearly ejcplaincd in my favour, the reft will be 
explained in the fame manner, 1 am too happy : 
but why h not Ebene with me ? I regret bicn a 
iboufand titees more than Topaze. 

He proceeded a few paraTonges farther with 
the greateft alacrity imaginable; but at the clo(b 
of day^ a chain of mountains, more rugged than 
a counterfcarp, and higher than the tower of 
Babel would have been if it had been fini(hed) 
topped the pa(rage of the caravan, which- wa»^ 
leized with dread. 

All the company cried out,, it is the will of 
God that we peri(h here ; he broke the bridge 
meerly to take from us all h6pes of returning ;. 
he raifed the mountain for no other reafonbut to < 
deprive us of ail means of advancing. Oh Ruftan^. 
oh unhappy marquis ! we (hall never fee Ca^et 
mire, we Qiall never return to the land of Can- 
dahar. 

The moft poignant anguiib, the moft infup- 
portable dejedtion, fucceeded in the foul of Ruf^ 
fan to the immoderate joy which he had felt, to 
Ibe hopes with which he V\3lA \ftioxv:%X^^ '^x^s^ 
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Tclf, He W4« by no meant dirpofcd to incerpfct 
the nrimhccief in hit ^^st^\kf, Oh heavens' oh 
(iod of inv fjitheri ! fniJ he, mud I then lofe 
my friend I'opaixcf 

Af} h(t pronounced thefe word*, frfrtiing derp 
ft^^bmnd ftieddinj; teats in fhe midrt of \v% di(- 
confotute follownv, the b^flv of the mountain 
opfnif » lonf^ (rallc^y ap(M*aM lo the daxaJrd 
tyc4 in a vault lif^htcJ with a hundred thou(aii«i 
torchet \ Kuflaii immt-datrly \^%\ti% to lament^ 
and hit people to throw thcmfclvra u|>an their 
kncety and to fall upon th<^ir backf in adomfh* 
ment, and cry out, a miracle! andiTavi RuHan 
it the favourite of Witfhow» the wrll-Drloved of 
I^ama; he will bceome the mafter of man* 
kind. Kuflan believed iti he wa« ouitc befidt' 
bimfcify he wai raifed above bimlclf. Alai, 
KlHfnCi faid be, my dear Kbcne, where are you f 
Why are you not witneft of all thefe wondcia r 
Ifow did I lofe you ^ Meauteoui princela of 
Cachcmire, when fliall I again behold your 
charmi f 

He advanect with hiftaltrndantSy his elephant 
and hii (MmcrU, undrr the holluw of the moun- 
tain, at thr rtid of which he cncffri into a mra- 
dow rnamcDed with floweri and cncompaflcd 
with riviilrfft \ at thr extremity of the mcadov^t 
arc wa!k« of ireei to the end of which the «-ye 
cannot trarli, and at the rnd of i h' fe allryk ii a 
Vf^cr, ofi flitr fii!ei of which Mrr a thouUfi'l 
ptcif jrr hotifcf) wuii dchcicjiit jMidrni. lie every 
whrri? hr.irii concert!) of vofal ufid tnftrumcntal 
nnifi' , he U^\ <!4rM 4«i ; he m»kei hafie to co- 
upon or. #r of thr hr«(l{{r<!( of the x\Htx \ be afkt 
the fuA man be mccti» what fine country 
ihut i$. 
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He whom he addrefled himfelf to anfwertd^ 
You are in the province of Cachemife ; you fee 
the inhabitants immerfed in joy and pleafures ^ 
we celebrate the marriage of our beauteous prin- 
eeft, who is gomg to be married to the lord Bar- 
babou, to whom his father promifed her ; may 
God perpetuate their felicity ! At thefe words 
Ruftan fainted away, and the Cachemirian lord 
thought he was troubled with the falling ficlc- 
nefs; he caufed him to be carried to his houfr, 
where he remained a long time infenfible. He 
fent in fearch of the two moft able phyficians in 
that part of the country : they felt the patient's^ 
pulfe, who having (bmewhat recovered his ^pirits^ 
fobbed, rolled his eyes, and ciied from time to- 
time, Topazc, Tcpaze, you were entirely in. 
ibe right ! 

One of the two phyficians faid to the Cache^ 
niriaa lord, I perceive by this young man's ac*^ 
cent^ tbilt he }$ from Candahar, end that the 
•ir^of this country isliunful to him ; he muft be 
fent home : I perceive by his eyes that he has 
loft his feofes; entruft me with him, I will 
C4irry him back to his own country, and cure 
bioi. The other phyfician maintained, that 
grief was his only diforder ; ^nd that it was pro- 
per to. carry him to the weddkig of the princei?, 
9nd make him dance. Whilft they were in coni- 
fuhacion* the patient recovered his health ^ the 
two phyficians were difmified, and RuQan rc- 
aiained alone with his hoft. 

My lord, (aid he, I afk your pardon for hav-- 
ing been Jo free as to faint in your prefence ; I 
know it to be a breach of policeneft ; I intreat 
vott to accept of my elephant, as an acknow- 
feijgaieiit of the kindnefs you V\i^t (ti^^t.^ "t^* 
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He then related to him all his adventure, uTting 
particular care to conceal from him the occdfion 
of his journey. Bur, in the name of Witfnovr 
and Bramia, faid he to him, tell me who is this 
happy Barbabog, who is (o marry the princelt 
ofCachcmire; why has^her father chofen him 
for his fon -in-law, and why has the princeft ac« 
cepted of him for ah hyfband } 

Sir, anfweied the Cachemirian, the pfinceft 
has by no means accepted of Batbabou ; fhe is^ 
on (he contrary, in tears, whilft the whole pro* 
vince joyfully celebrates her marriage: (he hat 
fbut hcrfelf up in a tower of her palace ; (he 
does not chufe to fee any of the frjoicings maoe 
upon the occaiion. Ruftan, at hearing this, 
perceived himfelf revive > the bloom of his conw 
plexion, which grief had caufed to fade, appeared 
again upon his countenance* Tell me, I in- 
treat you, continued he, why the prince of 
Cachemire is obftinately bent upon giving h.s 
daughter to a Barbabou whom (be does not 
like? 

This is the fad, anfwered the Cacbemirian : 
Do you know that our auguft prince loft a large 
diamond and a javelin which he bad a great 
value for? Ah! I very well know that, faid 
Ruftan. Know then, (aid his hoft, that our 
prince being in defpair at not having beard of 
his two precious curiofities, after having cau(ed 
them to be fought for all over the world, pro* 
mifed his daughter to whoever (bould bring bins 
either the one or the other : a lord Barbabou 
came, who had got the diamond, and be is lo 
Biarry the princefs to-morrow. 

Ruftan turned pale, ftammered out a compli* 
ment| took his leave of bis hoft» and galloped 

upoa 
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#{ion bis dromedary to the capital city, where 
the ceremony was performed. He arrives at the 
patace of the prince,, he tells him he has fome* 
thing of importance to communicate to him^ 
he demands afi audience; he is told that the 
prince is taken up with the preparations for the 
wedding. It is for that very re^fon, faid he^ 
that I am defirous.of fpeaking to him : fuch is 
his importunity, that he is at laft admitted. 
Prince, faid he, may God. crown all your days 
with glory and magnificence! your fonin-law 
is a knave. 

What, a.knave^. how dare you fpeak in fuch 
terms? Is that a proper way of fpeaking to a 
()uke of Cachemire of a fon-inlaw whom he 
has made choice of<? Yes, be is a knave, con- 
tinued Ruftan 'y and to f)rove it to your high- 
nefs, I have brought you back your diamond. 

Tbe ;duke, iurprized at what be beard, com- 
jianed the two diamonds ; and as he was no 
judge of precious ftones, he could not deter- 
mine which was the true one. Here are two 
diamonds, faid he, and I have but one daughter ; 
I ^m in a ftrange perplexity. 

He ient for Barbabou, and afked him if he 
had net impofed upon him. Barbabott fvvore 
he bad bought his diamond from an Armenian ; 
the other did not tell him who he had his from ; 
but. he propofed an expedient, which was, that 
hjs hjghnefs would pieafe to. permit him to en- 
gage his rival in fingle. combat. It is not enough 
for your fon-inlaw to give a diamond, -fd id he, 
he fliould alfo give proofs of valour. Do not 
you think it juft that he who kills his rival 
Ihould marry the princefs. Undoubtedly, an^- 
£wered the prince, it will be a fine fight for the 
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court ; fight dire<31y : the conqueror (hull tdce 

the arms of the conquered, according to the 

cuftoms of Cachemire, and be fliall many mj 

daughter. 

The two pretenders to the princefs imme- 
diately go down into the court. Upon the ftain 
there was a pie and a raven i the raven cried, 
fight, fight; the pie cried, don't fight. This 
made the prince laugh > the two rivals fcarce 
took any notice of it ; they begin the combat $ 
all the courtiers made a circle roond them. The 
princefs, who kept herfelf condantly (but up 
in her tower, did not chufe to bchoki this fight ; 
fhe never dreamt of her lover's being at Cache- 
mire, and (he hated Barbabou to fuch a degree, 
that (he could not bear the light of him. The 
combat had the happieft event imaginable ; Bai- 
babou was killed outright ; and this greatly re- 
joiced the people, becaufe be was ugly, and 
Ruflan was very handfome; the favour of the 
public is almoft always determined by this cir- 
cumftance. 

The conqueror put on the coat of mail, the 
fcarf, and the cafque of the conquered, and came, 
followed by the whole court, to prefent himfelf 
^nder the windows of his miftrcfs. The mul- 
titude cried aloud. Beautiful princefs, come and 
fee your handfome lover, who has killed his ugly 
rival. Thefe words were re echoed by her wo- 
men. The princefs unluckily looked out of 
the window, and feeing the armour of a man 
(he hated, (he ran like one frantic to her ftrong 
box, and took out the fatal javelin, which flew 
to pierce Rufian, notwithftanding his cutra&; 
he cried out loudly, and at this cry the princefs 
3 ibooghc 
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thought flie again knew the voice of her un- 
happy lover. 

She ran dovm flairs, with her hair di(hevelled, 
and death in her eyes as well as her heart. Ruf- 
tan bad already fallenj all bloody, into the arnis 
-of his father : (he fees htm. Oh moment ! 
oh figbt ! oh ! difcovery of inexpreffible grief^ 
tendernefs, and horror. She throws herfelf upon 
him, and embraces him : You receive, faid (he, 
the firft and laft iciflfes of your miflrefs and your 
murderer. She pulls the dart from .the wound, 
{>lunges it in her heart, and dies upon the body 
of the lover whom (he adores. The father, 
terrified, in defpair, and ready to die like his 
his daughter, tries in vain to bring her to life ; 
ibe was no more : he curfes the fatal dart, breaka 
it to piece?, throws away the two fatal dia- 
monds i and whilft he prepared the funeral of 
his daughter, inftead of her marriage, he caufed 
Huflan, who weltered in his blood, and had ftill 
fome remains of life, to be carried to his palace. 

He was put into bed : the firfl obneds he faw 
on each fide of his death-bed were Topaze and 
Ebene. This furprize made him in fome de* 
gree recover his ftrength. Cruel men, faid he, 
why did you abandon me ? Perhaps the princefo 
would ftill be alive if you had been with the 
unhappy Ruftan. I have not for(aken you 2 
moment, faid Topaze : I have been always 
with you, faid Ebene. Ah, what do you fay ? 
why do you infult me in my lafl moments, an- 
swered Ruflan with a lan^uifhing voice ? You 
may believe me, faid Topaze ; you know I 
never approved of this fata! journey, the dread* 
ful confequences of which I forefaw : I was the 
«agle thar fought with the vulture and ftript it 
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of its featheri ; I was the elephant that carried 
away the baggage, in 6rder to force you to re- 
tprn to your own country ; I waa the ftreaked 
afs that carried you, wbetner you would or nOt 
to your fither j it was I that made your hoKes 
go a(lr»y ^ it was I that.caufed the torrent that 
prevented your pafTage ; it was 1 that raifed the 
roouniain which flopped up a road fo fatal to 
y/ni : I was the phyfician that advifed you to 
ttturo to your own country^ I was the^ie that 
cried out to you not to fight. 

And I, faid Ebene, was the vulture that he 
flfipt of his feathers, the rhinoceros who gave 
him a hundred flrolces with n^y horn, the clown 
that bfjt the ftreaked afs, the merchant who 
n^ade you a prefent of camels to haften to your 
cicftrudlion ; I dug the cavern that you croflodt 
I am. (he phyfician that encouraged you to waikt 
the raven that cried out to you to combat, 

Alas I £4id 'i^opaze, ^VRemember the oracles, 
*^ If you ^0 to the eaft you will be at the weft.^ 
Yes, laid bbene, here the dead are buried with 
their faces turned to the weft ; the oracle was 
plain enough, though you did not underftand it. 
*^ You poiicfled and you did not pofiefs \* for 
you b^d (he diamond, but it was a falfe one^ 
though you did not know it. *^ You are con- 
^^ qucror and yrju die, you are Ruftan and you 
^* ceafe to be fo \*' ail has been accompliO»ed« 
.Whiift he fpoke thus, four white wings covered 
the body of 'i op^te, and four black wings that 
of tbene. What do I fee I cried Ruftan. Tu- 
ppze and Ebtrne anfwered together. You fee 
your two eeniufcs. (fOod gentlemen, cried the 
unhappy Ruftjn, how cAxnt you to meddle? 
and whit occafion had a poor man for two ge« 

fiiufcs? 
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ir.ufes ? It is a law, anfwercd Topazc ; every 
man has two gcniufes : Plato was the firft man 
that faid fo, and others have repeated it after 
him ; you fee that nothing can be more true : 
I, who now fpeaktoyou, amyour good genius; 
I was charged to watch over you to the laft mo- 
ment of your life; of this talk I have faithfully 
acquitted myfelf. 

feut, faid the dying man, if your bufinefs was 
to ferve me, I am of a nature much fuperior to 
yours ; and then how can you have the af« 
furance to fay you are my good genius, fince 
you have fuflfered me to be deceived in every ' 
thing I have undertaken, and fince you fuiFer 
both my miflrefs and I to die miferably ? Alas ! 
faid Topaze, it was your deftiny. If dcftiny 
does all, anfweied the dying man, what is a 
genius good for ? And you, Ebene, with your 
four black wings, you are doubtlefs my evil ge- 
nius. You have hit it, anfA-ered Ebene. Then 
I fuppofe you were the evil genius of my prin- 
cefs likewife, .faid Ruftan. No, replied Ebene, 
{he had an evil genius of her own, and I fe- 
conded him perfeflly. Ah, curfl Ebene, faid 
Ruftan, if you arc (o malicious, you don't be- 
long to the fame mafter with Topaze : you 
have been formed by two different principles, 
one of which is by nature good, the other evil. 
That does not follow, faid Ebene, this is a very 
* knotty point. It is not pofllble, anfwered the 
dying man, that a benevolent being could create 
fo deftiu£live a genius. PoiTible or not poflible, 
replied the genius, the thing is juft as I fay. 
Alas, faid Topaze, my poor unfortunate friend, 
don't you fee that th^t rogue is fo malicious as to 
encourage you to difpute, in order to infiame 
, E your 
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your blood and haften your death ? Get you 
gone, faid the melancholy Ruftan, I am not 
much better fatisfied with you than with him : 
he at lead acknowledges that it was his inten« 
iion to hurt me ; and you, who pretended to 
•defend me, have done me no fervice at all. I 
am very ferry for it, faid the good genius. And 
I too, laid the dying man, there is fomething 
at the bottom of this which I cannot compre- 
hend. Nor I neither, faid the poor penlus. 1 
fliall know the truth of the matter in a mo* 
menf, faid Ruftan. We (hall fee that, faid 
Topaze. The whole fcene then vaniflied. 
Ruftan again found himfclf in the houfc of his 
father, which he had not quieted, and in his 
bed, where he had flept an hour. 

He awakes in aftonifhmcnt, fweating all over, 
and quite wild ; he rubs himfelf, he calls, he 
rings the bell. His valet-dcchambre, Topaze, 
runs in, in his night-cap, and yawninT:. Am I 
dtzd or alive, cried out Ruftan ? Shall the 
beau ecus princcfs of Cachemire efcapc ? Decs 
yOJr hrdftiip rave, anfwcred Topaze coldly. 

Ah, cried Ruftan, what ihcnjs become of thiS 
baibarcus Ebtnc, wiih his four black wings ? 
It is he ihat n.i.kcs me die by fo cruel a dea:b. 
Ivly lord, anr.'.crcd Topaz*?, I left him fnoar- 
ing alovc fhi s, v.ould )ou have me bid him 
ccmc di.vvr. ? The villain, faid Ruftan, has 
persecuted rr.c for fix months together; it was 
he ca-rif <1 rsc to the fatal fair of Kaboul 5 it is 
he 'h • • h : * t: n e of the diamcr:d with which 
iY.r ^ r ; • ; .•■.'•'* rr.c; he is the fo!c caufe 
<.'r:. f trc dciih of my princcfs, 

! r • '•'•.' . ! with a jp^vclin of v.hich I die 

Take 
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Take heart, faid Topase, you were never at 
Kaboul ; there is no princefs of Cachemire; 
her father never had any children but two boys, 
who are now at college : you never had a dia- 
mond : the princefs cannot be dead, becaufe (he 
is not born j and you are perfcdly well in 
health. 

What, is it not then true that you attended 
me whilft dying, and in the bed of the prince 
of Cacbemire i Did you not acknowledge to 
me, that, in order to prefcrve me from fo many 
dangers, you were an eagle, an elephant, a 
ftreaked afs, a phyficlan, and a pie ? My lord, 
you have dreamt all this, anfwered Topaze; 
our ideas are no more of our own creating 
whilft we are afleep than whilft we are awake : 
God has thought proper that this train of ideas 
fliould pafs in your head, moft probably to con- 
vey fome inftru£iion to you, of which you may 
make a good ufe. 

You make a jeft of me, replied Ruftan, hovir 
long have I flept ? My lord, faid Topaze, you 
have not yet flept an hour. Curft reafoner, re- 
turiied Ruftan, how is it poiTible that 1 could 
be, in the fpace of an hour, at the fair of Ka- 
boul fix months ago, that I could have returned 
from thence, have travelled to Cachemire, and 
that Barbabou, ihe princefs and J, (hould have 
died? My lord, faid Topaze, nothing can be 
more eafy and mere common, and you might 
ha e travelled round the world, and have met 
with a great many more adventures in much lefs 
time. 

Is it not true that you can, in an hour's time, 

read the abridgment of the Perfian hiftory,- 

written by Zoroafler? yet this abridgment con- 

£ 2 tains 
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taint eight hundred thoufand yean* All ibefe 
events pafi before your eyes one after anotbeff 
in an hour'i time* Now you mud acknow- 
ledge, that it it as eafy to Brama to confine tbem 
to Che fpace of an hour, as to extend tbem to 
the fpace of eight hundred thoufand years ; it 
is exa£l1y the fame thing, imagine to yourfelf 
(hat time turns upon a wheel whofe diameter if 
infinite. Under (his vaft wheel is a numerovi 
multitude of wheels one within another ; that in 
the center is imperceptible, and goes round an 
infinite number of times, whiift the great wheel 
performs but one revolution. It is evident, that 
all the events which have happened from the be- 
ginning of the world, to its end, might have 
happened in much lefi time than the hundred 
thoufand'.b part of a fecond { and one may even 
go fu f^r as to aflert that the thing is fo* 

I cannot comprehend all this, faid Kuflan. 
If you want information, faid Topa;&e, I have a 
parrot (hat wilt caftly explain it to you. He was 
born fome time before the deluge ; he has been 
in the ark i he has fccn a gre^t dcJ j yet he is 
but a yrnr and a half old : he will relate to you 
his hiilory, which is extremely inicrelling. 

Ch> fetch your parrot, faid Roftin, it will 
amufe me till I af^ain find myicif difpofed to flecp. 
It is with my iiiicr, the nun, faid Topaze, I 
will iin aimI frtch it { it will picafr you; i:^ me- 
mory'ir. Uidiful, it relatrn in a nm|;lc manner, 
without rr.di avouring to Oiew wir at every turn. 
•So roixh the l)tttrr, faid Kiinan, I like (hat 
ma ft I '-r (>f triliuj doiicfi. 'I'lic parrot bting 
brou;/hc to him, fpokc in this mariner : — 

N, /'. Madrnioifcllc Catherine Vadc could 
necr fnJ (be hidory of the parrot in the com* 

mon- 
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mon-place book of her late coufin Anthonys 
Vade, author of that tale : this is a great mif- 
fortune, confidering what age that parrot lived in. 



JEANNOT AND COLIN. 



MANY perfons worthy of credit have 
feen Jeannot and Colin at fchool, in the 
town of Iflbire, in Auvergne, a town famous 
all over the world for its college and its cal- 
drons. Jeannot was the fon ofa dealer in muica* 
of great reputation ; and Ccfin owed his birth 
to a good fubfl<intial farmer in the neighbour- 
hood, who cultivated the land with four mules $ 
and who, atter k^e.had.pai^ all taxes and duties 
at (he rate of a fol per pO^ind, was not very rich 
at the year's end. 

Jeannot and Colin were very handfome, con- 
fidering they were natives of Auvergne : they 
highly loved each other *, and they had little 
fecret coxinexiotiSy certain little familiarities, of 
fuch a nature as men always recollect with plea- 
fure, when they afterwards meet in the world. 

Their ftudics were veiy nigh finilhed, when 
a taylor brought Jeannot a velvet fuit of three 
colours, with a waiftcoat of Lyons, which wa^ 
extremely well fancied : with thefe came a let- 
ter addreffed to Monf. dc la Jeannotiere. Co* 
liii admired the coat, and was not at all jealous ; 
but Jeannot aflumed an air of fuperiority, which 
give Colin fome uneafinefs. From that moment ' 
E 3 JeaLC.t\<itL 
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Jeannot abandoned his ftudies; he contem« 
plated himfelf in a glafs, and defpifed all iran- 
kind. Soon after, a valet de-chambre arrives 
pofl-hafte, and brings a fecond letter to (be 
marquis dc la Jcannolicre ; it was an order from 
his father, by which he vi^H defifted to repair 
cllrcflly to him at Paris. Jcannot got into his 
iihaifc, (giving his hand to Co]in with a fmile, 
which denoted the fupeiiority of a patron. Co- 
lin felt his littlencfs, and wept. Jcannot de« 
parted in all the pomp of his glory. 

Such readers as take a plcafure in b^ing in' 
ftru<Sted (hould be informed, that Monf. Jean- 
not the father, had, with great rapidity, ac<* 
quired an immenfe fortune by bufinefs. You 
will a(k how fuch great fortunes arc made i My 
anfwer is, by luck. Monf. Jeannot had a good 
perfon, fo had his wife $ and fhe had {tin ibme 
ficflincfs rcnifiining. They went to Paris Oit 
account of a law-fuit, which ruined thedt; when 
fortune, which raifes and depr^fles men at her 
plcafure, pre fented them to the wife of an un^' 
c!ertaker belonging to one of the hofpitals for the 
army, a man of great talents, who might make 
it his bcaft, that he had killed more fowitrs in a 
year than cannons deflroy in ten. Jejmhot pl!eaf- 
cd the wife; the wife of Jeannot pleafed tfie 
undertaker. Jeannot was foon cmpldyed in the 
undertaker's bufinefs ; this introduced htm to 
other burinef5. When our boat runs with wind 
and fiream, we have nothing to do but let it fail 
on ; we then make an immenfe fortune with 
eafe : the poor cicatures who from the (bore 
fee you purlue your voyage with full fail, ftare 
with aftonifliment ; they cannot conceive to 
what you owe your fuccefs ; they envy you at 

random » 
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raadom, and write pamphlets againft you which 
you never read. This is juft what happened to 
Jcannot the father, who fooii hecame Monf*. 
de la Jeannotiere ; and who having purchafed 
a Qiarquiiate in fix months tioie, took the youn^ 
marquis his Ton from fchool, in order to intro- 
duce him to the polite world at Paris. 

Colin, whofe heart was replete with tender^ 
jiefs, wrote a letter of compiimeots to his old 
companion, and congratulated him on his good 
fortune. The little marquis wrote him no an- 
Iwer. Colin was fo much afflided at this, that 
he was taken ill. 

The father and mother immediately con* 
figned the young marquis to the care of a gover« 
iior : this governor, who was a man of falbion, 
and who knew nothing, was not able to teach 
bis pupil any thing. The marquis would have 
bad bisibn learnXatin; this his lady was agaifjft. 
Tbey hereupon referred the n^atter to the judg- 
fnent of an author, who had at that time ac« 
quired great reputation by his entertaining per- 
formances. He was invited to dinner. The 
piafter of the houfe immediately addrefled hini 
thus; *^ Sir, as you underdand Latin, and ar^ 
a man acquainted with the court." — *' I un- 
derhand Latin ! I don'C^know one word of ir, 
anfwered the wit j and I; think myfelf ths better 
for being unacquainted with it : it is very evi« 
dent that a man fpeaks his own language in 
greater, perfeiflicn when he docs not divide his 
application between it and foreign languages. 
Only confider our ladies ; they have a much 
more agreeable turn of wit than the men; their 
letters are written with a hundred times the 
E 4 graw 
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grace of ouri : this fuperioricy they ovire to no* 
thing elfe but their not underftanding Latin/^ 

** Well, was I not in the right ? faid the 
lady : I would have my Ton prove a notable 
man, I would have W\tn fuccced in the world; 
and you fee that .if he was to undeifland Latin 
he would be ruined. Pray, are plays and operai 
prrfornf)cd in Latin ? do lawyers plead in Latin ? 
do men court a niiftrcd in Latin ?" The mar- 
quis, dazzled by thefe reafona, gave up the 
point ; and it was rcfoUcd, that the young mar- 
qu'S Qiould not mifpend his time in endeavouring 
to become acquainted with Cicero, Horace, and 
Virion. ••Then what fhall he learn? for he 
mud know fomcthin^ ; might not one teach him 
a little geography V faid the father. •• Of what 
ufe will that be? anfwered the governor: when 
the marquis goes to his eftate, won't the poftil* 
lion know the roads? they certainly will not 
carry him out of his way : there is no occafion 
for a quadrant to travel thither ; and one can 
go very comiio^lioufly from Paris to Auvergnc 
without knowini^ what latitude one is in." 

••You a^e in the right, replied the father: 
but I have hea;d of a Aiic fcience called aftro- 
nomy, if I am not midaken." •• Blefs me! 
faid the governor, do people regulate their con* 
dudt by the influence of the (larb in this world t 
and muit the young gentleman perplex htmfelf 
with the calculation of an eclipfe, when he Snds 
it ready calculated to his hand in an aUnanar, 
which, at the fame time, teaches him the move- 
able feafts, the ajze of the moon, and that of all 
the princefles in Kurope ?" 

I'te lady agreed (>erfeAly with the governor { 
the little marquis wa;> traniporicd with joy ; the 

father 
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hiher femaioed undetermined. ** What then it 
my ion to learn ?'* faid be. *^ To become amia- 
ble, anffrered the friend who. was confuhed ; 
and if be knows how to pleale, be will know all 
that need be known ; this art be will learn in the 
company of bis mother, witboot either be or 
ihe being at any trouble* 

The lady, upon hearing this, embraced the 
ienorant flatterer, and faid, ^' It is eafy to fee, 
SiVy that you are the moft knowing man in the 
world ; my fon will be entirely indebted to yoa 
for bis education : I think, hovirevcr, it would 
not be ami6 if be was to know fomcthing of 
hiftory/' *^ Alas, madam, what is that good 
for, anfwered he ; there certainly if no ufefui or 
entertaining biftory but the hiftory of the day : 
all antienc biftories, as one of our wits has ob- 
iert ed, are only fables that men have agreed to 
admit as true : with regard to modern hiftory^ 
it is a meer chaos, a confufion which it is im- 
poffible to make any thing of. Of what confe* 
quence is it to the young marquis ycur fon, to 
know that Charlemagne tnftituted the twelve 
peers of France, and that his fucccilbr ftam* 
mered ?" 

^* Admirably faid, cried the governor ; the 
genius of young perfons is fmothered under a 
heap of ufelefs knowledge : but of all fciences^ 
the mofi abfiird, and that which, in my opinion^ 
b moft calculated to flifle genius of every kind, 
is geometry. The objcds about which this ridi- 
cuir>us icience is converfant, are furfaces, lines, 
and points, that have no exiftence in nature : 
by the force of imagination, the geometrician 
makes a hundred thoufaod curve hues paCi be« 
twcco a circle and a right line that touches it, 

E 5 >H\Atl^ 
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i¥ben, in realictr, there ii no( room (of i flrivi^ 
to pafi there. Geometry, if we confider it in ilt 
true light, i% a mcer ieft, and nothing more.'' 

The marquif and nif lady did not well under* 
ftand the governoi'tf meaning, yet tbcy were en- 
tirely of hii opinion* 

*^ A man of quality, like the young marqu»a, 
continued he, (bould not rack his braina with 
ufelefii fcienccff. If he one day fliould have oc« 
cafion for a fublime geometry, to take a plan of 
the landi of hit edate, he may get them forveyed 
for money : if he hai a mino to trace the anti- 
quity of his noble family, which leadi the in- 
quirer back to the moft remote agei, he will fend 
for a Bcrnedidtine : it will be the fame thing with 
regard to all other arti. A young man of qua* 
lity, endowed with a happy i^cniui, it neither a 
painter, a niufician, an architect, nor a graver i 
but he makei all thefe arti flourifb, by gene* 
roufly encouraging them : it if, doubtlefi, l>et<* 
tcr to patroni/e than to pradtifc them : it is 
enough fat the young marquis to have a tafle ; 
it ii the bfifinefs of artids to exert themfelvcf 
fur him i and it is in this fcnfe that it is fjid, very 
juftly, of people of quality (I mean thofe that 
are very rich) that they know all things 
without having leaint any thin;;; for they, in. 
fa£^, conic at lad to know how to form a judg* 
mcnt concerning whatever they order or pay 
for." 

'^rhe ignorant msn of fafliion then ffoke to 
this purpofe : «« You have very judly obfervt^, 
madam, that the grand end which a man fhould 
liavc in view is to fuceeed in the world : can it 
pofTibly be faid that this fuccefs is to be obtainedt 
by cultivating the icicaces ? did any body ever fo 

much 
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iDiich as think of tallcing of geometry in good 
company i does any one ever inquire of a man 
of the world, what ftar rifes with the fun ? who 
enquires at fupper, whether the long*hatred Clo- 
dio palled the Rhine ? No, doubtlef?, cried the 
marchioneis, whom her charms had, in fomc 
meafure, initiated in the polite world ; and my 
fon fliould not extinguifli his genius by the ftudy 
of all this ftuff. But what is hr^ after all, to 
- learn ? for it is proper that a young perfon of 
quality ibouU know how to fliine upon an oc- 

cafion, as my huiband obferves. 1 remember 

to have heard an abbe fay^ that the moft de- 
lightful of all the (ciences, is fomething that be- 
gins with a B'\ ^* With a B, madam ? is it 
not botany yon mean ?'" ** No, it was not bo- 
tany he fpokeof; the name of the fcience he 
mentioned began with B^ and ended with er^\ 
^^ Oh, I take you, madam, faid the man of 
fafliion ; it is B/a/on you mean ; it is indeed a 
profound fcience ; but it is no longer in fafliion, 
isnce the people of quality have ceafed to caufc 
their arms to be painted upon the doors of their 
coaches ; it was once the moft ufeful thinj in. 
the world, in a well regulated ftate. Bendes,. 
this iludy- would be endlefs ; now a- days there's 
hardly a batber that has not his coat cf arms ; 
and you know that whatever becomes common 
isbutlitt-eefteemed." In fine, after they had 
examined the excellencies and defects of all the 
fciences, it was determined that the youug mar- 
quis ihould learn to dance. 

Nature, which does all, had given him a fa- 
lent that quickly difplayed itfelf furpiifingly ; it 
was that cf fmging ballac's agreeably. The 
graces of yomb, joined to this fuperior gift,, 

E 6 CKaVAi 
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caufed him to be looked upon as a young man 
of the brighteft hopes. He was beloved by the 
women ; and having his head full of fongs, he 
compofed Tome for his miftrefs. He ftole from 
the fong ^^ Bacchus and Love " in one ballad ; 
from that of *^ Night and day" in another ; 
from that of << Charms and alarms*' in a third. 
But as there were always in his verfes fome fu- 
perfluous feet, or not enough, he had them cor- 
re£lcd for twenty Lewis-d'ors a fong; »nd in the 
annals of literature he was put upon a level with 
the [^a Fares, Chaulieus, Hamiltons, Sarrazins, 
and Voitures. 

The marchione(s then looked upon herfelf as 
the mother of a wit, and gave a (upper to the 
wits of Paris. The young man*s brain was foon 
turned ; he acquired the art of fpeaking without 
knowing his own meaning, and he became pes- 
fcSt in the habit of bein;; good for nothing. 
When his father found he was To eloquent, he 
very much regretted that his fon had not learned 
Latin i for he would have bought him a lucrative 
place aTiong the gentry of the long robe. The 
mother, who had more elevated fcntiments, 
undertook to procure a regiment for her fon ; 
and in th^ mean time, courtfhip was his occu- 
pation. Love is fometimes more expenfive than 
a reginr.cnt. He \V4S extremely profufe, whiW 
his parents exhaudcd their finances Oill more, by 
living like people of the firft quality. 

A young widow of quality, their neighbour, 
who had but a moderate fortune, had an incli- 
nation to fecure the great wealth of monf. and 
maJame de la Jcannotlerc, by appropriating it 
tu herfelf, by the means of a marriage with the 
young marquis. She allured him to vifit her:; 
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Ae admitted hit addreflei ) (he (hewed that (he 
wai not indifTereot to him ; (he led him on by 
degrees ; (he inchanced and captivated him with- 
out much difficultv: fometimea (be laviflied 
praifea upon him, (ometimes (he gave him ad* 
vice ; (he became the moft intimate friend both 
of the father and mother. An elderly lady, 
who was their neighbour, propofed the matcn. 
'l*hc parents, dazzled by the glory of fuch an 
alliance, accepted the propofal with joy. They 
gave their only fon to their intimate friend. 
I'he young marquis was upon the point of mar- 
rying a woman whom he adored, and by whom 
he was beloved ; the friends of the family con- 
gratulated them, the marriage articles were juft 
going to be drawn up, whilft wedding clotbei 
were making for the young couple, and their 
epkhalamium compofing. 

The young marquis was one day upon his 
knees before his charming miftrcfs, whom love, 
efteem, and friend(hip were going to make his 
own ; in a tender and fpirited converfation, they 
enjoyed a forctaftc of their happinefs ; they con- 
certed mcafures to lead a happy life : when all 
on a fudden a valet- de-chambre belonging to 
the old marchionefs, arrives in a great fright. 
** Here's fad news, (aid he ; officers remove the 
eflVdls of my mafler and miftrefs ; the creditors 
have feized upon all, by virtue of an execution > 
and I am obliged to make the befl (hift I can to 
have my wages paid." ** Let's fee, ftid the 
marquii*, whaVs this ? what can this adventure 
mean ?" ** Go, faid the widow, go quickly, 
and punifh thofe villains^'' He runs, he arrives 
at the houfe ; his father was already in prifon : 
all the (ervants had fled diferent ways, each 
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cirryins off whatever he could lay hit bamh 

upon, nil mother wai alone, without tiSftance,. 

without comfort, drowned in teari ; ibe had 

nothing left but the remembrance of her fortune, 

of her beauty, her faultit and her extravagant 

expences. 

• Afcer the Ton had wept a long time with his 

mother, he at length faid to her : ^* Let us not 

1(ive ourfelves up to defpair ; this young widow 
oves me to excefs} (he is more generous than 
rich, I can anfwer for her ^ Pll fly to -her, and 
bring her to you." He returns to his miftrefs 
and finds her in company with a very amiable 
young officer. *^ What is it you, Mr. de la 
Jeannotiere, faid (be i what buftnefs have you 
here ?" ** Is it proper to forfake one's mother 
in fuch a manner V ^* Go to that poor, un* 
fortunate woman, and tell her that I Aill with 
her well : I have occafion for a chamber-maid, 
and will give her the preference." ** My hd, 
faid the officer, you are well (haped ; if you 
are willing to lift in my company, you may de« 
pend upon good ufage.'' 

7'he marquir, thunderftruck, and with a 
heart enraged, went in queft of his old governor, 
made him acquainted with his miifortune, and 
a(ked his advice. '1 he governor propofed to 
him to become a tutor, like himfclf. ^^ Alas ! 
£iid the marquis, I know nothing) you have 
taught me nothings and you are the firft caufe 
oi my misfortunes ;" he fobb'd when he fpoke 
thus. ^^ Write romances, faid a wit uho was 
prefent ; it is an admirable refource at Paris." 

The young man, in greater defpair than ever, 
ran to his mother's confcilbr; he was a Theaiin 
of great refutation, who direded the confcieiKes 

k only 
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•nly 6? Women of (!he firft rank* As (bon as 
he faw him, be ran up to hliil, *< My God, 
Mr. marquis, where is your coach } (aid hb :' 
how is the good lady your mother.** The poor 
. unfonunate young mat) gave him an account of 
what had befatlen his family. In proporVion as^ 
he explained himfeif, the T heatin aflumed an 
air more grave, more indifferent, and more di- 
ftant. *^ My fon, faid he, it is the will of 
God that you (hould be reduced to this con* 
dition ; riches ferve only to corrupt the heart y 
God, in his great mercy, has theh reduced your 
Mother to beggary." "Yes, Sir," anfwered the 
marquis. ^* So much the better, faid the con- . 
fcffor ; her eleflion Is the more fure.** " But 
father, faid the marquis* is there in the mean 
time no hopes of fome affiftance in this world ?** 
^* Farcwel, my fon, faid the confcflbr ; a court 
hdy is waiting for me." 

The marquis was almoft ready to faint ; he 
met with much the fame treatment from all ;, 
and acquired more knowledge of the world in 
half a day than he had done in all the reft of his 
life. 

Being quite overwhelmed with defpair, ha 
faw an old-falhioned chaife advance, which re- 
femblcd an open waggon with leather curtains ;., 
it was followed by four enormous carts which. 
were loaded. In the chaife there was a young 
man, drefTed in the ruftic manner; he had a- 
round, frefli countenance, replete with fweet- 
ncis and gai^tv. His wife, a little woman of a- 
brown complexion, and an agreeable figure^ 
fhough fomewhat fat, fat clofe by him: the 
carriage did not move on like the chaife of a^ 
|{etit-mMtre3 the traveller had time fufficient to 



88 The T A L E S of 

contemplate the marquis, who was motioolefiy 
and immerfe^i in forrow. *< Good God^ cried 
be, I think thai is Jeannot." Upon hearing this 
name, the marquis lifts up his eyes, the carriage 
ftops, and the marquis cries out, ** 'Tis Jean- 
not, 'cis Jeannot himfelf/' The little fat bump- 
kin gives but one Tpring from his carriage, and 
runs to embrace his old companion. Jeannoc 
recollc£led his friend Colin; (hame and teart 
overfpread h'ls countenance. *' You have aban- 
doned me, faid Colin ; but, <hough you are 
a great man, I will love you for ever." Jean- 
not, confufcd and afFe£Eed, with fobs related to 
him a great part of his hiflory. '' Come to the 
inn where I lodge, and tell me the reft of it, 
faid Colin ; embrace my wife here, and let (is 
go and dine together." 

They walk all three on foot, followed by 
their baggage. ^^ What's all this train, faid 
Jeannot j does it belong to you ?" " Yes, an- 
iwered Colin, it all belongs to me and to my 
wife : we are juft come from the country ; I am 
at the head of a good manufacture of tin and 
copper i I have married the daughter of a mer- 
chant well provided with all utenfils nectflary to 
the great as well as the little : we work a great 
deal ; Ciod blefles us ; we have not changed our 
condition ; we are happv ; we will affift our 
friend Jeannot. Be no longer a marquis ; all 
the grandeur in the world is not to be com* 
parcid to a good friend. You fhall return with 
me to the country ; I will teach you the trade ^ 
it is not very difficult ; I will make you my part- 
ncr, and we will live merrily in the remote cor- 
ner where we were born/' 

JeanooCy 
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Jeannot* quite tranfporCed, felt emotions of 
grief and joy, tendernefs and (bame ; and he 
&id within himfelfj *^ My falbionable friends 
have betrayed me, and Colin, whom I defpifed, 
is the only one who comes to relieve me.'' What 
inftruAionJs this! Colin's goodnefs of heart 
caufes the feeds of a virtuous difpofuion, which 
the world had not quite fiifled in Jeannot, to 
fprout up : he was fenfible that he could not 
forfuke his father and mother. ** We'll take 
care of your mother, faid Colin ; and as to the 
good man your father, who is in jail, I know 
(omething of buftnefs ; his creditor's, feeing he 
has nothing, will compromife matters for a trifle; 
I take the whole affair upon myfelf." Colia' 
found means to procure the fathei's eplarge- 
ment : Jeannot returned to the country with 
bis relations, who refumed their former way of 
life : he married a fifter of Colin, who, being 
of the fame temper with her bu>ther, made him 
compleatly happy. Jeannot the father, Jean- 
note the mother, and Jeannot the fon, were 
thus convinced that happmefs is not the refult of 
vanity. 



C A N T O of an Epic Poem, 

Compofed by Jeromb Carre. 
Found amoDgft his Papers after his Deceafe* 

KING Charles was born to undergo. 
Thro' ev'ry ftagc of life, much woe ; 
I o education nought he ow'd ; 
Small care was on bis youth bcftow*d -, 

Bus 
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* Burgundy's duke, in broils and firife 
Involv d him in the prime oflife ; 
A lawyer at f Gunefs wQuId fain 
Have wrought his ruin by chicane : 
Before a court a crier call'd him % ; 
An Englifh chief m battle maul'd him : 
Ht wander'd much, and, like poor finoer» 
Oft mifs'd a mafs and oft a dinner ; 
Not long in the fame place he fljyM ; 
By II mother, uncle, friends betrav*d. 
And by his miftrefs : thus unfiicnJed 
Was the poor king, and unattended* 
His Agnes' heart an Englilb page 
Found means to (hare as to engage : 
A forccrer dire, nam*d Conculix, 
By hell ir.f|9i[*d, with magic tricka 
His bead quite topfy-turvy (urn'd ^ 
By deftiny he long was fpurn'd ; 
mrdlhips to bear was his fad cafe ;' 
To bear them well God gave him grace* 
The troop of lovers, proud and gay. 
Took difiant from that tower its way. 
Where Conculix diftufb*d the brain 
Of Agnes, Bonneau, and their train* 



• Tht Duke of Durf ond/, who a(ri(nnatcd iht Duke of 
Oil0*n»| bui ti>« good king Chailrt |itid him well for it at 
the bridge of MontcrcJiu. 

f Goneft, a viiliKO near Paria, famoua all over the 
world for its bakori, and for^many battlei ; but, above alt» 
lor the beft ctnth manufaAyred then in France. 

t Charlcf VII. wai cited hcfure the maible table. 

II flia own mother, Ifahella of Bavaria, waf hit grcateft 
^erfecutor. Sl>e promoted the treaty of Troyea, by wkidk 
lier Ton in-law, Henry V. king of Englan'^ obtained Ihf 
crown of France. 

They 
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They march'd along that foreft wild^ 
Which nowr of Orleans is ftilU 
The fpoufe of Titaa, qii^en of nighr, 
Rifing fcarce ftreak'd the (hades with light } 
Soldiers they faw on drftantgroitod^ 
With doublets (hort and bonnets rotmd i 
Upon chetr corflets bright cdmbia'd* 
Leopards and flower*de-luces * ibin'd* 
The mooarch halted when he fpj'd 
The cohort thro' the foreft ride ; 
Dunois and J (An tome fpace before 
Advance, the matter to ei^plore. 
Agnes her arms, as lilies white. 
Extending;, org'd the king to flight ; 
But virtuous Joan, who Araight drew nigh. 
On captives rbain'd foon caft her eye ; 
With downcaft eyes the earth thev view'd^ 
Each face fad conftevnation (b^w'd : - 
Alas, faid file, it plain aippear^^ 
That thefe are captive cavaliers ; • . 
The voice of duty Jiow commands 
From feuers to cmloofe their hands : 
Let's fall on, Baftard, undifmay'd ; 
You're Dunois, I am Orleans' oiaid . ' 
This faid, they fetl with refted lance 
On thofe who with the chiefs advance ; 
So fierce were Dunois and the maid. 
Such fury too (he a(s difplay'd. 
That all thofe warriors, fill'd with fright> 
Nimbly betook themfelves to flight. 
Joan then, tranfported with delight, 
Accofted thus each fetter'd knight: 
Knights, who the chains of England wore. 
Thanks to the -king, you're flaves no more ; 

• ThiP arms of £a&Uod> 

Now 
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Notv follow him where'er hegoei. 
And wreak juft vengeance on his foes* 
Altho' this was propos'd with grace, 
Didrutl dill fat on each kntghi's face ; 
My readers with impatience glow 
Who were thefe doughty kniehts to know* 
Thefe knights were blades in Paris known 
For deeds they would not chufe to own. 
Who were condemned to plow the Teas, 
Which might by all be feen with eafe. 
The king this feeing, deeply figh*d ; 
Thefe (lab me to the heart, he cry'd. 
Do here the Kngliih empire claim. 
Are then decrees made in their name ? 
The mafs is only fi d for them ; 
They can my fubicAs now condemn. 
The king came, by compaflion led. 
To him who feem'd the band to head. 
No felon's air could eyes (hock more ; 
His beard a pointed chin cuiTd o'er. 
With (Irange diftortion roU'd his eyes 
Replete, more than his mouth with lies» 
They ftiuinlcd ever on the ground ; 
His cye-brovvs red mod flernly frown'd ; 
There (di impoiluie, lesgu'd with fraud; 
Boldnefs dwelt on his forehead broad, 
Contempt of all remorfe and laws. 
His teeth iMl gna(b'd, and fo^m'd his jaws. 
Seeing his prince, the knave took care 
I'aflume an humble, contrite air. 
And fian/d into fome (hew of grace 
The features of his (hocking face. 
I'he maftiff impudent and four, 
Hoarfe-throatcd, eager to devour. 
Thus fawns when he his mafter fpies, 
Lickti both his bands, and crouching lies ; 

Grows 
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Grows mild, although by natnre rude» 
And humbly cringes for his food* 
Or fat an has been painted fo* . 
When jaft 'fcap'd from the realms below ^ 
He paws and. tail hides from the eyes. 
And in an anchorite's difguife. 
Like leacherous monk in fccret goes. 
Sifter difcrpec to tempt, or Rofe. 
The king ofjFrancc, by fuch grimace 
Impos'd on, pity'd much hjs cafe. 
And thinking him by fraud opprefs'd. 
Words of encouragement addrefs'd. 
What is your trade, faid he, and name ? 
Say for what deed deferving blame 
Severe tribunals thus ordain 
That you ftiou'd plough the angry main ? 
The man condemned, with mournful tone, 
Reply'd, great Sir, my name*js Frelon*} 
Nantz is tne famous city, where 
Thefe lips firftbreath'd the vital air ; 
No mortal e'«fr lovM Jefus more. 
Some time the drefs of monks I wore ; 
My morals are as pure as theirs ; 
The pettiefl bo^s had all my cares; 
Urg'd by the love of honeft praife. 
To virtue I confign'd my days j 



• According to the chronicles of t? at age, there was a 
feUow of the name of Frelon, who wrote pamphie's and 
lampoons. He played feme pranks, for' which he was 
frequently confined in the C)iatele% at Btifctre, and at Fort 
PEveque. He had been for feme time a monk, and had 
been expelled the convent. Many celebrated authors have 
done him judice. He was a native of Nantz ; and at Paris 
carried on the trade of fatiiical gazetteer. See FroiflartU 
Chronicle. 

Genius 
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Genius at f arn I difplay'd, 
Fam'd in the author's noble trade i 
Dearly L— — mv writingi bought. 
Great i at Place-Maubert am thought | 
There juftice never was refus'd me, 
Tho' authors oTten hinre abus'd me : 
But impious malice oft' wou'd hit me, 
And with the cloyfters vices twit me ^ 
The world'^ and many cheats belide. 
Hut I'm by confcience juftify'd. 
The king, when this account he hears. 
Cries, Henceforth lay afide your fearS| 
And (ay are all now bound like you 
To Marfeilles, valiant men and true? 
Oh, royal Sir, Frelon reply'd. 
In all thefe men you may confide ; 
All were alike by nature fram'd. 
This abb6 next me, Guignonf nam'd. 
Is, tho' he othcrwife might Teem 
'i o fome, mod worthy of efteem ; 
Nor quarrelfome nor liar he, 
Nor fland'rer, but from malice free. 
An humble mien cannot conceal 
In Mauchcix^ true religious zeal, 
His ardour, fur the truth to (hew, 
He diicipline wou'd undergo. 
When Chaugatjl talks on glofs and text. 
Rabbins ihcmfelvcs wou'd be perplcx'd. 



t An author who lived In the reign of Chartci VI. He 
wrote a Roman hiAoty, which, tho' execrably bad, was 
tolerable for the age in which he lived; he compofed aHb 
iht oracle of philofophert. It is a ridiculous heap of ca- 
lumniea, wliich he repented having wrote at tha latter part 
oi his life, at we art told by MonArelet. 

} Another calumniator of that age. 

jf) Anoihcr calumniator. 
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That Uwycr uncmplov'd has taken 
The road to heav'n, tne bar forfak'n. 
In Vaccras**aH virtues meet, 
He's honeft, and his temperas fwcct. 
He's mild, to charity inclined. 
The love of- (ruth infpires his mind^ 
Ail thefe who laurels juftly claim, 
Who rival Cicero's great name. 
Oh dire difgrace and fad to tell ! 
Viflims like me to envy fell. 
Unjuftly to Our charge *tislaid. 
That we from truth have often flray'd : f 
From virtue perfectition fprings, 
You know this truth, oh beft of kings. 
Whilft thus all faults he ftrove (o hide, 
Two perfons grave the monarch fpy'd, 
Whilft each to hide his vifagtf tries, 
Who are thefe balhful flaves he cries. 
Said Frelon, there two worthies fland, 
Honcft as e'er took oar in hand. 
One's FantinJ, preacher of great name. 
Whom neither rich nor poor can blame ; 
To fpare the living he thought beft. 
The dying robb'd whom he confefs'd. 



• He wrote, in conjuoilion with Dr. John Petit, to 
jaflify a0*affination. 

f The crimes alluded to here, ire the unjuft accufationt 
of which thefe iDformers were often guilty. Perhaps like- 
wife they were condemned for forgery. 

J This canto of the abbe Triteme feems to be a pro- 
phecy i we have in fa£l Tetn one Fantin, a dodcr of divi- 
nity and curate at VerfaiWes, who was caught ilealinf^a 
note of 50 Loui8-d*ors :rom a fick perfon whom he con* 
fefled J he was turned T, but he was not hanged. 
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I'^other'i Brizetf, who nunt dire£le(l9 

No favours from them he expecSed, 

But ftill their properties wou'd take, 

Anci only did it for God*i fake : 

Tho* money he lovM not at all. 

He'd not in bad hands have it fall. 

A wretch theVe meets your royal eye. 

With a long head plac'd quite awry. 

On number three it often runs, 

He looks like one of TartufF's % fo^^^t 

All his curd tricks his village knows, 

He*8 pointed at where'er he goes, 

Such (lories of him go about, 

That fome arc trur, I make no doubt. 

But wretches with fuch iralicc fraught. 

Are quite below a monarch's thought. 

This nob'c band of worthies ends ^ 

With McaulabclicI my bcft of friends ; 

This the moft mean but moft devoted 

Of r»x poor dogs who for me voted j 

He oft' quite rapt wish thoughts high flown. 

Takes others pockets for his own : 



f Another prophecy. All Pari* hai fecn the ahb€ Brisct, 
a famous dire£Vor of women of quality, fquander in fccrcc 
dcbauchericf the money he extorted from hit f)enitenta. and 
wliich he wat enhufled with fur the relief of the poor. It 
feemi highly probable, that fome body, acquainted with 
our m»nnei9, ha^ infer icd ihcfe lines in the divine poem of 
Jefome Cari£ ; li.e f^mc perfon fhould have made mention 
ei the abhc la Cofte, condemned to be branded and fent to 
the gal ill for hie, in the year 1759, for vaiiout impo- 
fitimt. 

{ The author mud here have in view fome maf^ar Go- 
nin <f that age, wiio had been heterodox with regard to lh« 
trinity. 

II Meaolabelle, another falAflcr of minufcrip'f, well 
kftown m that age. 

But 



W X L L 1 A M V A D E, 97 

But in bis works he is fo wife, 

To hidf ftrone truths from feeble eyes } 

Of truth he always had a dread. 

He knows it fools has oft^ mifled; 

Therefore he always wou'd conceal iti 

And never lik'd much to reveal it. 

The truth I to my prince declare | 

That's dealing openly. and fair. 

All as a hero you excel* 

This to pofterity I'll tell. 

The viiStims of black calumny 

Protect, as you have made 'em free ; 

Save the good from the wicked*s fnare, 

To pay us, and jrevenge, take care. 

And here Frelon his word does plighti 

We all will in your favour write. 

Then at the £ngli(h much he rail'd. 

Who had fo lorfg in France prevailM; 

Spokfe loudly for the Salic law, 

And fwore that he his pen wou'd drawj 

Wou'd by it fave the ftate alone, 

And prop his injur'd monarch's throne. 

The king admir'd his (kill profound, 

Look'd kindly upon all around ; 

Telling them with muft gracious air. 

They all (hou*d his proteaion fliare. 

Fair Agnes iympathy ejcprefs'd, ♦ 

Emotions tender fill'd her bread : 

Her heart was good ; the female mind, 

By love, to mercy is inclin'd ; 

The heroine and the rigid prude 

With virtue are not fo endu'd. 

It needs, faid (he, mud be confefi'd, 

This day thefe wretches have been blefs*d | 

Since they behold your royal face, 

Freedom fmiles on their happy race. 

F To# 
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Too much the judges now prefume. 
Without their prince to fix men's doom ; 
All law my lover (hould ordain. 
Their fcntence is both void and vain. 
But Joan, lefs tender, told the king. 
They ail dererv*d alike to fwing ^ 
That all who were of Frelon*8 trade. 
Public examples (hould be made. 
Dunois, more prudent and more wifci 
Like warrior deeply ikill'd, replies : 
Soldiers we lack t' afiert our right. 
Limbs are mo(l needful in a fight ; 
Limbs thefe men have, and as things ftand^ 
Whiift we by arms would win the land, 
Whilft combats are our only care, . 
Writing we may contrive to fparc : * 
Then let us lift the fraudful band. 
And with a mufquctarm each hand ; 
Who us'd the pen, (bould henceforth wield 
'^rhc warrior's arms in tented field. 
Dunois* advice the king lik'd well ; 
'^i he band before him proftrate fell. 
They figh'd, a flood of tears they (bed,' 
Then to a yard they all were led. 
Before the banquet- houfe, where all 
'I^he courtiers, in a gorgeous hall, 
Waited on Charles, and on the fair. 
And drank and feafted, void of care. 
Agnes to Bonneau gave command. 
With plenty to regale the band ; 
And not one foul of them compiain'd. 
For well thfy far'd with what remaiiv'd. 
The time of fuppergayly fpcnt. 
To bed the king and Agnes went. 
Next day with great furprize they rofe, 
Finding they all had loft their clothes; 

Her 
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Her jewels Agnes fought with care, 
And pearl necklace rich and rare ; 
But all in vain ; yet what (he mod 
Regretted, was Cbailts' pidure loft. 
Bonneau, the purfer, coulcl not find 
The treafure to his care confign'd ; 
It coft him nsany a heavy groan. 
To fee plate, linen, wardrobe, flown. 
The fcribbling aew, to thieving bred^ 
Who by the Gazetteer were led. 
With eager haftc, had in the night 
Plunder'd the court, and taken flight. 
They all with PJato were agreed. 
That foldiers luxury don't need ; 
Then Jthro* bye-path their way they win. 
And (hare the booty at an inn ; 
There they a tnO, compos'd profound. 
For morals and for do^rioe found ; 
Pleafure and^vealth it taught to fcorn. 
And (hew'd that man for man was born ; 
That, born equals, they fhould fliare 
God's gifts, and all their burdens bear ; 
And that, to make their lot more blefs'd. 
Goods fhould in common be poilefs'd. 
'Twas foon exposM to publick view, 
Enrich'd with notes and comments too, 
Wrote with religious good intent, 
With preface and advertifement. 
The royal houfliold, quite diftreft. 
Was, the mean time, deprived of reft ; 
Thro' ev'ry foreft and each plain 
They ran about, but all in vain. 
Thus Phineus erft whom Thrace obey'd. 
And thus ^neas were afraid, 

F 2 ^ Whcj^ 
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When t Harpies, flutfring on the wing, 
Seiz'd on the dinner of each king. 
Agnes and Dorothea now. 
Their charms to cover knew not how : 
Poor Bonneau griev*d in fuch a ftrain. 
From laughter they could fcarce refrain : 
Ah, cry'd he, we fuch lofs nc*cr bore 
By war's fad fortune heretofore f 
'The rogues took all ; our monarch's mind 
Too much to mercy is Inclin'd | 
Thus his indulgence is repaid ; 
We gain this by the fcribbling trade. 
Agnes, compaffionate and mild. 
Who on each turn of fortune fmil'd, 
In anfwer faid. My dear Bonneau, 
Take not the thing in dudgeon fo ; 
Do not from hence conceive a fpight 
To learning, and to thofe that write : 
p'or I could many authors name, * 
Whom Envy's felf could fcarce defame ; 



f The H«rptet» Celeno, Ocipete, tnd AiJHo, rfau^tert 
of Neptune and the Earth, came to devour all the viauak 
that were ferved up to the table of Phineut, king ef Thrace, 
and defiled his whole houfe. Zetes and Colaet, font of 
Boreas, drove thefe Harpies to the ifland called the Stro- 
phades, near Greece. They treated JEncM at they had 
done Phineus. But Virgil has reprefented them at pro- 
pheteflfes t Strange ! that fuch creaturet (hould be thought 
infpired by the deities ! 

Virginei volucrum vuttut, feediflima ventrit 

Proluvics, uncaeque ma nus & pallida femper 

Ora fame. 

They upbraid /Bnttt for making war opoo tbem for a 
few pieces of beef, and foretel that be and bit paopit IhaU 
be one day reduced to eat their diftiet in Italy. Tha ad- 
mirers of the anttcDU look upon thit fidtoo a« cxmncly 
beautiful* 

Wh« 
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Who ftill prove faithful to the throne, 
Do good, but never make it known ; 
Whofe fong to virtue gives the prize, 
Who praftife it before our eyes ; 
Who, on the public good intent, 
T'inftrudt as well as charm are bent ; 
Thefe are belov'd, tho* fome arc drones f ; 
Induftrious bees our country Owns. 
Bonneau replies, 'Tis mighty fine ; 
But yet, methinks, the king (hould dioe } 
And I cannot, as I'm a fmner, 
Without the ready find a dinner. 
They comfort him, with courage rare 
All ftrive their fufFVings to repair : 
Then to the town they make retreat. 
And to the caftle, noble feat 
Of Charles, and of his valiant knights. 
Whither good cheer and wine invites. 
The knights were but half clad at beft, 
The ladies were but (imply dreft ; 
They enter'd harrafe^d, fight moft odd ! 
Bare one foot, t'other badly (hod. 



Discourse addrcffed to the Welsh. 
By Anthony Vade, brother of William. 

OH Wclfh! my countrymen, if you furpafs 
the antient Greeks aitd Romans, never 
bitv the bofom of your nurfes, never infult your 
raafters, be moded in your triumphs ; confider 
who you are, and from whom you defcend. 

• f In thf original there U a quibble upon the word FrclonA 
which fis<^ifies t diooe. 

F3 It 
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It is true, you had the honour to be fubdaed 
by Julius Cscfar, who caufed all the members 
of your parliament of Vannes lobe hanged, fold 
the remainder of the inhabitantfi, ordered the 
hands of the inhabitants of Quercy to be cut oiF, 
and then governed you with great mildneft. 
You remained above Ave hundred years fubjeA 
to the laws of the Roman empire: your Druids, 
uho tieated you as flaves and animals, who 
pioudy burned you in ofier bafkets, no longer 
retained their influence when you became a pro* 
vince of the Roman empire. But honeftly con* 
iefs, that you were always fome what barbarous. 

In the 5 h age of your vulgar «ra, Varidalei, 
to whom you gave the fonorous appellation of 
Bourgonfions, or BourguigDons, people of great 
genius, and extrenSely cleanly, who rubbed iheir 
hair with (Irong butter, to ufe the pbrafe of Si« 
donius Apollinarisi ififundins Mcid9 cemtm btttiro : 
thefe people, I fay, made you all flaves, from 
the tersitory of your towit of Vienne to the 
fource of your river Seine ; and it is one of the 
remaining cuftums of that illufirious age, for 
monks and canons to))ave vaiTals in this coun- 
try *• This fine prerogative of the human 
fpecies fubfifts amongft you as a teflimony of 
your wifdom. 

One paitof your remaining provinces, which 
you fo long called the provinces of Oc, and 
which you fo ncbly diflinguifhcd from the pro* 
vinces of Oui, Were invaded by the Vifigoths : 
and as to your provinces of Oui, they were 



• At St. Clavdcy and other pUctt belonging to th« 
•lonkfj the citiacos ai c AiU their vafl«Jf» 

taken 
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taiken from you by a Sicambrian named HiU 
clovief , whofe anceftors had been condemned 
to be devoured by wild beafts at Triers, by the 
emperor Conftantine. This Sicambrian, dig- 
nified with the title of (he Roman Patrician, re-f 
dticed you to flavery with a handful of Franks^ 
which came out of the marflies of the Rhine^ 
the Mayne, and the Meufe. The noble ex- 
ploits of this great man were the aflaffinations 
of three petit kings his friends and relations, 
one near the town of Boulogne upon the Tea, 
the of!her near the village of Cambrai, and thef 
third near the village of Mam, which your chfo* 
nicies call cities : it was at that time that the 
WeiOi country had the melodious name of 
Frankreick, the antient name of France, in 
commemoration of its conquerors ; and you 
were the iirft nation of the World, for you had 
th« ftandard 6f St. Dtnh. 
• Northern pirates came fome time after to 
pillage you, and took from you the province 
which has been fmce called Kormandy. You 
Were afterwards divided into many different na* 
tions Mhdtr dif&rent matters, and each nation had 
ifs peculiar law»^ as well as its peculiar jargon. 

One half of your counry foon belonged to the 
inhabitants cf the ifland called Britain, or Eng- 
land, in' their idiom, which was then as har- 
monious as yours. Normandy^ Brctagne, An- 
jou, Mayne, Xaintongc, Guienne, Gafcony, 
Angoumbis, Perigueux, Rouergue, and Au- 
Vergne, were a long time in the hands of this 
people, the Angles J whilft you had neither 

. F 4 . Lyonsj 
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L^onf, nor Marreillei , nor Dauphinci nor Pro* 

vence, nor Lan^uedoc. 

Notwitbftandins thii your miferable fltuationt 
your compilerit wTiom you take for biftoriaoif 
often call you The firft people of the earib« and 
your kingdom, The nrft kingdom. Tbii ia 
treating other nations fomewbat unpolitely* 
You arc a modcft and amiable people i and if 
you add modefty to your gracei , the red of Eu- 
rope will be highly pleafed with you. 

.Return your hearty tbanki to God for deli- 
vering you from the Anglei, by the hStlom of 
the red and white Rofe i and above Mf return 
thankii that the civil wari of Germany pre- 
vented Charles V. from fwallowing up your 
country, and making it a province of ihe cm* 
pire. 

You bad a brilliant moment under Lewb XIV. 
but don'ty for that mfotif think yourfelvei fu- 
perlor in eatery thing to the iotient Romana and 
(jreeki. 

Conflder, that during the fpace of Ax hundred 
years, fcarce any body amongft yoUf except a 
Uw of your new Druids, could either read or 
write'. Your cxceilive ignorance gave you up lo 
the Klamen of Rome and his aflbcutes, like chil* 
dren, whom pedagogues govern snd corrcA aa 
they think \}fO[)ttr, Your contraAs of marriage, 
when you made contracts which was but &1- 
dom, were written^ in bad Latin, by clerks ( 
you (ii'i not know what you bad flipulated ; and 
when you had children, there came a (haven 
monk from Rome, who proved to you, that 
your wife was not your wife, that (he wai youc 
couftn in the lad degree, that your marriage 
was facritegious, that your children were bafliirdf, 

and 
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wni ibtt you were damned if you did not, with* 
out delay, make over one half of your property 
to the chamber called Apoftolica!. 

Your banioi (kings) were not better treated 
than yourfelvet : you had nine excommunicated 

ii( I am not miftaken) by the fervant of the 
ervantft of God. Excommunication implied, of 
confeauence, the confifcation of goods ; fo that 
your bafiloi loft all right to their crown, which 
the Roman pontiff made a prefent of to which 
ever of hit friends he thought proper. 

You will tell me, my dear Welfh, that the 
people of Britain, or I^ngland, and even the 
Teutbnic emperors, have been worfe ufcd than 
you, and that they were full as ignorant. That 
is true, but that does not juftify you : and if the 
I3riti(h nation was fo fiuptd as to be a long time 
a feudatory province to a Druid beyond the 
Alps, you will acknowledge that it contrived to 
revenge the affront ^ endeavour to follow the 
example if you can. 

You had formerly a king who, though unfor* 
tunate in all his deligns and expeditions, defervcs 
fome praife, for having taught you to read and 
write; he even fent to Italy for perfons who 
taught you the Greek language,, and for others 
who t'URht y^^ painting and ftatuary : but 
there paf^d above a hundred yeara before you 
had a tolerable painter or ftatuary ; and as for 
thofe who learned the Greek, and even the He- 
brew, they were almoft all burnt alive, having 
incurred the fufpicion of reading certain Judaicat 
books ; a thing highly dangerous. 

1 am willing to allow you, my dear Welfh 

men, that your country is the fir ft country ia 

the world ^ and yet you do not poflefs the Urged 

F 5 do* 
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domain in theffnalleft of the four quarters of the 
earth. Confider that Spain it of fomewhat 
greater extent, that Germany is ftill more tCf 
that Poland and Switzerland anc bigger, aind 
that there are provinces in Ru£Ea, of which the 
country of the WdOi would not make a fourth 
part. 

I wi(h your country may prove the firft in the 
world for the fertility of its foil : but, for God'f 
fake, ibink of your forty leagues of lands tc- 
Hoards Bourdeaux, of that part of your Cham- 
pa^ne to which you have given the noble appel- 
lation of the Loufy, of whole provinces where 
the inhabitants live entirely upon chefnuts, and 
of others, where there is no bread to be bad but 
rye bread : take notice of the prohibition you 
lie under to export corn out of your country j 
a prohibition founded upon your want, and 
perhaps too upon your charaSer, which would 
excite you to fell all you have as fall as poffible, 
in order to purchafe it again at a very high price 
three montbs-afcer : in this you refcmble certain 
iohabi'aiits of America, who fell their beds in 
the morning, forgetting that they will want 
them at ntghr. 

Add to this, that the expenre which the 
fafliionable part of the nation is ar, in flour to 
po'jvder themfelves, whether you have your hair 
drcflcd in the royal bird fafltion, or whether you 
weur it loofe, like king Clodio and the privy 
eounfcilors, is an expence fo univerfal, that it is 
v«r/ rcafonable to prevent ihc exportation of a 
comrnodi ty of which you mi»kc (o {rooJ a ufc. 

Firft people of the earth, confider that you 

have in your kingdom of Frankreik, about two 

millicnk cf inhabiunu \\\.o walk in wocdtn 

I Coca 
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(hoes doring fix months of the year, and who go 
bare-footed during the rematning fix. 

Are ydu (he fif ft people of the earth for com« 
merce and aiaritime glory ? Alas F 

I have heard it faid, but I cannot believe 
that yours is the only nation in the world that 
buys the right of judging men, and even of lead- 
ing them to be killed in battle. 1 have been af- 
fured, that you make the public treafure pafs 
through fifty hands before it arrives at the royal 
treifury; and wh^n ithas gone through all thefe 
ftrainers, it is at laft reduced to the fifth part of 
its value at moft. 

In anfwer to this you will afledge, (hat yoii 
are extremely fuccefsful in comic operas : but 
can you dcnj that you are indebted to Italy for 

Jour comic as well as your ferious operas ? 
will own that you have invented fome mode?, 
though you now adopt aimed all thofe of the 
people of Britain. But was it not a Genoefc 
who difcovered the fourth part of the worlds 
where you poiTefs only two or three little ifljnds? 
Was it not a native of Portugal who opened to 
you a paflage to the Eaft Indies, where you 
lately loft your little factories ? 

Perhaps y<Ai may be the firft people in the 
world for the invention of arts : yet, was not the 
compafs invented by John Goya, of Melphi ? 
Was it not the German, Sch/rariz, who dif- 
covered the fecret of inflammable powder ? Was 
not printing!, which you make fo much ufe of, 
the fruit of a German's ingenious labour ? 

When you are difpofcd to read the new 

pamphlets, which reprcfent you as fo learned a 

people, you fomctimcs make ufe of fpc£iacles : 

thank Francis Spina for this ; for wiihout him 

F 6 jou 
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you would never have been ible to read fimll 
chara£lerf. You have telefcopei ; for them 
thank James Meiiui the Dutchman, and Ga- 
lilei Galileo the Florentine. 

If you fometimes amufe yourfelvei with baro- 
meters and thermometers, to whom are you in- 
debted for them ? To Torricelti, who invented 
the former i to Drebellius, who invented the 
latter. 

Many of you ftudy the true fyflem of the 

flanet^ry world : it was a man born in Polilb 
Vuilia who difcovered this fecret of the Creator* 
You are aided in your calculations bv logarithms i 
it is to the immenfe labour of lord Napier and 
his aflbciates that you are obliged for them ; 
it is Guerlck of Magdebourg, that you fliould 
thank for the air-pump. 

It is this f^me Galileo, whom I have juft 
mentioned, who firft difcovered the fatellites of 
Jupiter, the fpots in the fun, and its rotation 
upon its axis. The Dutchman Huy;(ens, could 
fee the ring of Saturn ; an Italian could fee i'a 
fatellites, when you could perceive nothing 
•dt all. 

In fine, it was tljc great Newton who de- 
monflrated to you the nature oflighr, and who 
difcovered the great law which caufes the flars 
t ) move, and whicS direfls heavy bodies towards 
the centre of the earih. 

Kirfl people of the world, you love to adorn 
your clofcts, you hang up fine prints in them i 
but rcflcft, that the Kloreniine Kinigucrra h the 
father of this art, which im mortal i/o what the 
ppncil cannot prcfcrve. You have alfo fine 
clo(kii this likcwifc is an invention of the 
Du;chman Iluygrns. 

Yoia 
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Yoa fometimes wear brilliants upon your 
fingers ; refled that it was the people of Venice 
that firft began to cut tbeiD) and to imitate 
pearls. 

You fometimes contemplate yourfelves in a 
lookipg-glafs ; it is to Venice likewife that you 
are indebted for this invention. 

I ihould therefore be glad that you would (hew 
in your books a little more refpe£t for your neigh* 
hours. You don't jndeed do likcf Rpme, where 
all thofe who difcover any truth are brought be- 
fore the inquifition, let that truth be of what 
nature it will ; aiul where Galileo was obliged 
to faft upon bread and water, for having taught 
them. that the planets move round the fun. But 
what do yoti do ? As foon as an ufeful difcovery 
renders another nation illuilrious, you combat 
it, and that for a long time. Newton (hews the 
afioni(hed world the feven primitive and un- 
changeable rays of light $ you, for twenty years^ 
deny what has been proved by experiments, in- 
(lead of making thofe experiments yourfelves» 
He demonRrated gravitation to you ; and during 
forty years, you, in oppofition to him, main- 
tain the impertinent romance of the Cartefian 
vortices. In a word, you never yield, till all 
Europe has laughed at your obftinacy. 

In other countries, inoculation faves the lives 
of thoufands ; you exert yourfelves, for above 
forty years, in endeavours to decry this falutary 
pradice. If fometimes, in carrying to the grave 
your wives or your children, dead of a natural 
fmall-pox, you feel a moment's remorfe (as you 
happen to have a moment of grief and regret) 
if you then repent the not having adopted the 
jprailice of nations more wife a^d more rcfolute 

thsm 
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thin you ; if you fomettmcs venture (o do that 
Which is fo common among therti ; thil refolotion 
does not bold, prejudice smd lightnefs'reitflamfe 
their antient empire over you. 

You either are ignorant, or pretend to be igr 
norant, that in the London boTpiralt fet apart 
for the natural and artificial fmall-pox, one 
fourth part of the patients who have the com- 
mon fmall-pox die, whilft there fcarcely dies 
one out of four hundred of tbofe that have'been 
inoculated. 

Thus you let one fourth of your fellow-citi- 
Kens periOi ; and when you are (hocked at this 
calculation, which (hews you to be fo impru- 
dent and fo blames-worthy, what do you do? 
you confult licentiates, either thofe of the foun- 
dation of Robert Sorbon, or others : you pre- 
fent requifitions I it is thus you maintained 
thefes againft Harvey, when he had difcovered 
the circulation of the blood : in this ' manner 
were decrees iflucd by the parliament of Paris^ 
which condemned to the galliei thofe who wrote 
againfl: the Categories of AriRotle. 

Oh, firft people of the earth, when will you 
become rcafonablef You are under a neceflity 
of aclcnowleding the truth of all I have faid to 
you. You make anfwer, that all your foil es 
do not prevent mademoifelle Du Chap from fell- 
ing female hubits and ornaments all over (he 
North, no uiore than it prevents your language 
from bring fpokcn at Copenhagen, Stockholm, 
and Muftwow. I Hiall not take into coi fidera- 
riun the impoitance of the firft of chefc articles ; 
the fecond is alone the fubjedl of my difcourfe. 
You make ic your boaft, that your language is 
ahuoft as univcrfal as the Gicck and Latin were 

for- 
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formerly. To whom are you indebted for this ? 
To about a fcore authors of genius ; all of whom, 
you negle<£ied, perfecuted, and tormented^ duN 
ing their lives. You chiefly owe this triumph 
of your language in foreign countries, to the 
multitudes of tutives who were obliged to quit 
their country about the year 1613 : Bayle, 
Le Clerc, Bafnage, Bernard, Rapin Thoiras* 
Beaufobre, L'Enfant, and many more, departed 
to make Holland and Germany illuftrious : Hte-^. 
rary commerce was one of the greateft advantages 
of the United Provinces, and was entirely loft 
to you. The misfortunes of your countrymen 
contributed greatly to make your language 
Jcnown to fo many nations : the Racines, the 
Corneilles, the Molieres, the Boileaus, the 
Quinaults, the La Fontaines, and your good 
writers in profe, have doubtlefs greatly contri-' 
buted to fpread abroad your language and your 
reputation : it is a great advantage, but it does 
not juftify you in thinking that you furpafi the 
Greeks and Romans in every thing. 

In the firft place, be fo good as to confider,^ 
that you have no art or fcience, for the know** 
ledge of which you are not indebted to the 
Greeks : the very names of thofe arts and fcienceli 
fufficiently prove this ; logic, dialedilics, geome- 
try, metaphyfics, poetry, geography, even theo- 
logy, if it be a fcience, all declare to you the 
fource from whence you derive them. 

There is not a fingle woman that does not 
fpeak Greek without being aware of it ; for if 
flie fays that flie has feen a tragedy or a comedy; 
that an od^ has been read to her; that one of 
her relations has had a fit of the apoplexy, or is 
become paralytics that he has a quincy, or that 

a 
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a fureeon has bled him id the cephalic veto ; 
thtt &e has been at church, where • deacon 
has fung the Litany ; if (he fpeaka of biOiopa, 
prieftsy arch deacons, po{)e, liturey, antbefiiy 
eucharift, baptifm, myfteries, decalogue, evan- 
gelifts, hierarchy, &c. it is very certain that (be 
has fcarce pronounced a word that is not Greek. 
True it is, that thofe who derive all thefe 
terms from a foreign language, may mi/lce fo 
happy a ufe of them, that cm difciples may at 
kft furpafs the mailers. But when, in procefi 
of time, you had formed your language of the 
ruins of the Greek and Latin, blended with 
your antient Wel(h and Teutonic terms, did 
you then fucceed fo far as to compofe a language 
fufficiently copious, expi'effive, and harmonious f 
Does not your fleriltty fufficiently appear from 
the dry and barbarous terms you employ upon all 
occadons ? Rcut dupied^ hut di doigt^ bout to" 
ritlU^ bout di mz, bdut di fil^ bout di pont^ &c. 
End of the foot, end of the finger, end of the 
Cur, end of the nofe , end of the thread, end of 
the bridge, 5cc. whilft the Greeks exprefs all 
thefe diitcrenc things by terms full of energy and 
harmonv. You have been likewife reproached 
with uiing the expreflions un bras de rivun^ un 
brat di tnn-^ un cu d^arttchaud^ un cu di lampt^ 
un cu difac^ &c. • Scarcely do you allow vojr- 
felves to ufe the word cu in it« proper fenfe be- 
fore matrons worthy of refpeft; and yet you 
make ufe of no other word to exprcfi things 
with which it has no fort of connexion. Jerome 



* Some of tliefe French phrafea would up petr intfeccAt 

if fcod«red literally. 
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Carre has propofed to you the word impaffi^ to 
fignify your ftreets that have no paiTage from 
them ; this term is noble and fignificant ; yety 
to^ your fliame be it fpoken, it is conftantly 

{printed in your royal almanac, that one of you 
ives in the cu de Sacy and the other in the cu di 
blanci Manteux. Fie ! are yq[u not afiiamed ? 
The Romans called fuch (Ireets as had no ifilie, 
angiportus \ they could not find any refemblance 
between a ftreet and the thing fignified by the 
word cu. 

What (hall I fay of the word tnu boUj of 
which you make fo frequent and fo noble a ufe ? 

Do not you think that the names of your 
gates, your ftreets, and your temples, would 
have a fine tSt& in an epic noem ? We take 
pleafure in feeing Hefior run from the temple of 
Pallas to the S<^an gate. The ear is as much 
pleafed as the imagination delighted^ when the 
Greeks advance from Tenedos to the Trcjan 
fliore, upon the banks of the rivers Simois and 
Scamander ; but, fpeak honefily. could a poet 
reprefent your heroes defeending from the church 
of St, Piirre au Bcsufi^ St. Peter with oxen ; or 
St. Jaquis du haut pas^ St. James of high ftep \ 
advancing with fury by the ftreet of Pet au dlaUe^ 
deviPs fart ; and by the ftreet Trouffevachtj drive- 
cow ; embarking upon the galley of St. Cloudy 
and going to join battle at the Iquare of Long' 
jumeau^ long-twin ? 

The curious amongft you preferve a prodi- 
gious number of memoirs of the tranfadions 
that pafled between the death of Henry II. and 
Henry IV. Thefe are monuments of rudenefs 
produced by the itch of writing ; they are col* 
ledHons of fatires occafioned by (hocking events, 

tranf- 
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tranfmttted to pofterity in the low flile of the 
populace : at that time you had but one hifto- 
rkin, and he was obliged to write in Latin. 

At laft, yoir have cleared yovr language of 
this barbarous nift, of this fordid meannefs ; you 
have compofed fome good books -, but have you 
in them furpafled Cicero andDemofthenes ? Have 
you wrote better than Livy, Tacitus, Thucy- 
dides, and Xenophon ? What author, of a ge- 
nius above medlocrity,^ has hitherto wrote your 
annals ? 

Is it becoming in Daniel to fay, in the rery 
firft page of his biftory, << It was not till the 
reign of the great Clovis* that the French made 
themfelves for ever m»fters of Chefe vaft pro- 
vinces*' Cenain ic is, that the great Clovis did 
not make himfelf mafter of them for ever ; aa 
his fucccfibrs loft the whole trad that lies be* 
tweea Cologne and Franche-eompte. Thid 
Daniel tells you, from the romancer Gregory of 
Tours, that the fbldiers of Clovis^ after the 
battle of Tolbiac, *< Cried out, as it were in 
concert : We renounce mortal gods ; we will 
no longer adore any but the eternal God ; we 
no longer acknowledge any other God but him 
whom rhc holy biftiop Rcmi prfache^ to us.** 

It is not indeed poffible that a whole French 
army (hould, in concert, pronounce thefe words, 
and thefe antithefes of mortal and immortal. 
Your Daniel refcmbicrs your La Motte, who, in 
an abridgment of the Iliad, makes the whole 
Grecian army pronounce this verfe, when A-^ 
chilles is reconciled to Agamemnon. 

^e nt vaincra-t-il point ? il Ctjl vaincu luUnume, 

Whom can't he conquer? he himfelf fubducs. 

How 
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How could the army of the Franks renounce 
mortal gods? Did it worfliipmen? Were not 
Theut, Irminrul, Odin, and Fridda, whom 
tbefe barbarians adored, immortal in their opt* 
nion ? Daniel (hould not have been ignorant, 
that all the inhabitants of the North adored a 
SupremeBeing, whoprefided over tbefe fecondarjr 
divinities; he had nothing to do but tqcite 
the antient book of Edda, quoted by the learned 
Huet, biOiopof Avranches; he had nothing to 
do but to read what Huet has faid exprefly in- 
bts treatife concerning the manners of the Cxer-' 
iliant : Regnator omnium Deus^ God, the rukr 
of all : this deity was called God, or Gotbr 
Goth the -tood ; and it is matter of much fur-' 
prize, that barbarians £hould give the deity » 
title fo worthy of him. Daniel &ould not there-^ 
fore have put fucb an abfurdity into the mouthf 
of a whole army ; a folly Which fuits only • 
.chriftian pedagogue. But pray in what Ian-- 
gutge did Remi preach to thefe Bnideri* and Si- 
cambri ? He fpokc either Latin or Wellh ; and 
the Sicambri fpoke the antient Teutonic. Remi, 
in all appearance, renewed the miracle of the' 
Pentecoft:} Et unujqujjquir intendebat Unguam 
fttam^ And each underftood his oWrt language.* 
If you examine Mezerai carefully, what a heap" 
of fables, what confufion, and what ft ftile do* 
you meet with ! Deferve Livi^, and you will 
have them. 

I am inclined to think, that, amongflf you, the 
eloquence of the bar and the pulpit have had all 
the improvement they are capable of. The 
divifion of your fcrmons into three heads, when' 
there is po occafion for fuch divifion; an ad- 
drefs to the virgin Mary, which precedes thit^ 
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viiion ; a long Wejfli difcourfe upon a Latin 
t«xt, which ii fuitfdi the bed it can, to that 
difcourfe ; and, finally, fcraps of common place, 
repeated a thoufand times over, are mafter-pieces 
ofcompofition, no doubt ', the pleading! of your 
lawyer! upon the cuftomff of Hurepoix or Gati- 
tioi!, will paf! to the lateft poiteritv; but I 
doubt much whether they will caufc tne deck 
and Roman eloquence to be forgotten. 

I am far from denying that Pafcal, Bofliiet, 
and Kcnelon, were extremely eloquent. It wu 
upon the appearing: of thefe geniufea, that you 

?Bafed to be Welin, and that you became 
rench. But don't compare the Provincial Let- 
ter! to the Philippic!. Firft, confider that the 
importance of the fubjeA i! fometbing : the 
name! of Philip and Mark Anthony are fome* 
what above the name! of father Annat, £fco« 
bar, and Tambourini. The interefts of Geece, 
and the civil war! of Rome, are objefi! more 
confiderable than fufficient grace which i! in* 
fufficienti co-operating grace which doea not 
operate; and efHcaciou! grace which t! wtihout 
efiicacioufneA. The great attraAive of thefe 
Provincial Letter! ia lofl with the Jefuit!; but 
the Oration! of Demofthenc! and Cicero flili 
inftruA Europe, whilft the obiefls of thefe hs- 
ranf^uc! cxift no lonser ; whilft the G eek! arc 
onlv flavc!, and the Romans only monka. 

lam very fcnfiblc, that the funeral orati.n! 
of Boniict are exceedinir fine, that they do not 
even want fublimity ; but what i! a funeral ora- 
tion ? a difiiourfe of meer oftentation, a decla- 
matorv piece, a colleAion of common-place, 
and often a violation of the truth. Should thefe 
poetical harangues be placed in the fame cjafa 

with 
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with the folid orations of Cicero and De-* - 
fnofthehes? 

Your Fenelbn, an admifer of the antient^, 
whofe genius was formed by reading their works, 
lighted his waxen taper by their immortal flam^: 
you will not be fo prefumptuous is to maintain, 
that his Calypfo abandoned by Telemacbus, 
comes « near the Dido of Virgil : the cold and 
ufiafFe^ing pai&on of Telemachus, whom Men* 
tor pu(hes into the fca with his fift, in order to. 
cure him of his love, does not feem to be one 
of the moft fublime of inventions. And will you 
prefume that the profe of that work is compa- 
rable to the poetry of Homer and Virgil i Oh 
my Welfh countrymen, what is a poem in 
profe, but' an acknowledgment of its author's 
deficiency in point of genius? Do you not 
know, that it is eafier to compofe ten volumes 
of lolecable profe in your language, than ten 
good lines in verfe, in this language overloaden 
with articles, deprived of inveifions, poor in 
poetical terms^ flerile in bold turns of expref- 
hon, iubjedled to an eternal monotony of rhyme, 
and void of rhymes in the moft noble fubje^s. 

Do not you.recollcft, that when Lewis XIV. 
whom readers were refolved to take for Idome- 
neus, was dead -, when Louvois was forgotten, 
whofe charader they difcovered in Protefilaus ; 
when the marchionefs Scarron de Maintenon, 
whom they compared to the old Afterbe, was no 
longer envied ; that then Telemachus loft much 
of its efteem. But the tu Marcellus eris of Vir- 
gil will always live in the memory of men ; 
thefe lines, and thofe which precede them, will 
be always cited with admiration : 

Ter 
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Terfife attollens cubitogui innixa UvavH^ 
Ter revotuta toro eji^ ecuRfque errantibus aU$ 
^affvU cwU luunif tngemuitque repirtai 

In a profe tranflation of Vii^il (for it is im- 
poflible for you co tranflate him in verfc, uiA 
you have not yet had any fuccefs in rendering 
the fenfe of the Latin authors in profe) an imi- 
tation of the admirable fpeech of Dtdo^ which 
follows, has been cited : 

Exorlare aliquis mjiris ex ojjibus ulicr^ 
^t faci Dardanios ferroqiu fequart cokniS* 
Ltttora tittoribus contraria, fiuStibus undas 
Impncor^ arma armis^ pugnent ipfiqut mpotiS* 

This is the pretended imitation of Vergil, which 
is reprefented as a faithful copy of this grand 

picture. ' 

Puijffi aprh mon irgpas felever di mm cendn 
Unfeu qui fur la terre ailU au hinfe repandrt : 
Excites par mes Vitux puiffint mes fuccejfeurs^ 
Turer des U Beraau qu^tUferont mes vengeurs^ 
lEt du mm de Troiens ennemis implacables^ 
Attaquer en tous lieuxces rivaux redoutabUsm 
^e Punivers enproye a ces deux nations 
Soit le theatre anrenx de leurs dij/entions^ 
^ue toutjerve a nourir cette haine invincibli ; 
^'elle crot£e toujour sjufques au moment terriile 
Ji^e Fun ou Vautre cede aux armes du vainqueur^ 
^uefes derniers efforts ftgnalent fa fur eur / 
When I am dead, may from my fatal urn 
Arife a fire which half the earth may burn : 
Rous'd by my vows, may my fucccffors fwear 
In child-hood to make my revenge their care. 
And of the Trojan name eternal foes, 
May they my rivals in each clime oppofe. 

Be 
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Be earth a prey to thefe two nations rage, 
Lee it to thpir contentions be a ftage ; 
M^y all things ferve to feed this direful hate. 
May it growiill the. monicnt mark'd l^fatcs 
Till one or t'other party yield of courfe. 
May its laft efforts iignalize its force ! 

Do but confider how weak, vitious, forced, 
and languiihing, this pretended copy is; 

PuiJJi aprsismoK trepas s^eUvtr di mors cmdre 
Vnpu qui fur la Urre aiiU au loin ft npandre ! 
When I am dead, may from my fatal urn 
Arife a fire which half the earth may burn ! 

What means this fire which is to fpfead itfelf 
far and wide over the earth ? Do^ we find in 
thefe verfes fiM'd wiih breaks, the lead word 
which recalls the ideas of grief, of terror and 
of vengeance, which breathe in this ftriking 
line: 

Exoriare aliquis nofiris ex ojftbus uhor. 

The author has a revenger in view, and the^; 
bald imitator fpeaks of a fire which is to burn 
half the earth. How much do the rhyming 
epithets, implaci^les^ redoubtables^ invincibles^ 
terribles^ weaken the painting of Virgil ! how 
puerile is any epithet that adds nothing to the 
fenfe ! 

I do not know who is the author of thefe 
lines; but this I know, that when the rhyming 
of a Welfl) poet comes in competition with the 
moft beautiful paffages of an antient author, it 
muft fufFer by the ccmparifon. 

Oh, ye French, 1 uke pleafure to join with 
you in the admiration of your great poets ; it is 
chiefly they who haui. fpread your language to 

the 
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the poltr circle, and who have forced even the 
Italiani and Spaniard! to learn it. 1 begin with 
your natural and pleafing La Fontaine : moft of 
nis fablei are borrowed from JE(op (he Phry« 
cian» and Phcedrui the Roman : (here are about 
Afty which are mafter-pircei for naiurci for 
firace, and for di£lion. I'hii fpectei of writing 
IS altogether unknown to the reft of the modcrni. 
I muft own, I could wi(h that this extraordinaty 
man' had been left negligent in hit other fMn\ 
that he had wrote thli language, which he hat 
made fo familiar to neighbouring natiuna. with 
greater purity i that his ftyle had been more 
chaHc and exadt ; that whilit he greatly furpaflcd 
Phccdrui in delicacy, he had cqurftlcd him in pu- 
rity of elocution. 1 am forry to fee him begin 
by a (Iiort dedication to a prince, in which he 
fays to him : 

EtJiJi Pagritrje n'emportt leprix^ 

yaurai du moins N)onntur dt iovur intnpriu 

To pleafe him (hou'd the glory be deny*d, 
' fwill be at lead an honour to have try'd. 

It is a comical fort of a glory to attempt to 
pleafe a pcrfon \ and what an ahfurd phrafc is 
that of U prix d^agrftr^ the prize of pleafing \ 
Phccdrus does not exprefs himfelf in (hia man- 
ner : Phcrdrus dots no» make the ant fay, 
ni Mon gr enter fit mon ar metre nefe rempiit a ba» 
iil/er; neither my barn nor my cheft are fill'dby 
prate. The fox in Phcsdrtis fays, ** the grapri 
arc too green,*' but he does not add, ** they are 
good only for little brats." 

It vrxf a me, when 1 meet with the exprrflions 
la cigali ayant d<hit tout eif^ the grafs hopper 
having fung the whole fummcr \ to wbkb the 

ant 
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jntynfvers, Vous chaniii%l fen fuis bieti aifi\ 
h^jUinjUmfifi nwintenant ; You^ung ! I anFi gUd 
tqbw i( i; well (ben, now dance. 

The wolf might fay to the dog with the 
tbtta, that he would not buy plenty with his 
liberty ; but this wolf makes me uneafy when 
-he adds ; 

ye mvoudrois pas mime a ct prh: un trefor ; 

Cela dit maitrs hup ienfuit l^ ceurt encor. 
3ou^t at this price^ Td not a treafure prize ; 
Thl» raid, away he fled, and ftili be flies. 

A wolf never dedred gold or filver. 

The man ^ho blows his fingers bccaufe he's 
-cold, and'breatbes upon his foup becaufe it is too 
hot, is quite in the right : he does not at all 
'dererve to have it faid of him, 

Arriire ceux dont la bouche 

Souffle le chaud l^ le frcid. 

Avaunt the roan, I like him not. 

Who blows what's cold as well as hot. 

It is abufiog a trh^ial proverb which is not here 
-properly applied : but thefe little blemiihes do 
not prevent the fables of La Fontaine from being 
an immortal work. 

His tales are, doubtlefs, the befl; we have ; 
this merit, if it be a merit, is unknown to ^ 
Greek and Roman Antiquity. La Fontaine has, 
in this refpe(9, forpafled Rabelais, and often 
equalled the fimpltcity and precifion which are- 
to be met with in three or four works of Marot » 
in his heft tales, you meet with that pleafing 
-vein, that nature of PafTcrat, who lived in the 
reigp of Henry IIT. and has left us the meta- 
morphofis of th? cuckow, -» work too little 
G known. 
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known^ in ^hich we dtfcover nothing of die 
lufticity of the age in which it was wrote, and 
u hich one would be tempted to think a woric of 
La Fontaine himfelf. 

Thus Pafierat ends the tale of this poor^ jea- 
lous wretch } who being mctamorphofed into a 
cuckow» 

S'envole au bois^ au boisfe tient cache^ 
Honteux d' avoir fa fimrne iant chercbe ; 
Et nean moins quand U printims ^enfiame 
Nos cflturs d^ amour ^ il chircht enc^Jafemmi: 
Parle au pajfants ^ nepeut din qi^ou, 
Rien que ce mot m retint U coucou 
D'humain parler : mats par cfuvres il mintn 
^ifonc en oubli ne mitfa malineontriy 
Sefouvenant qWon vint pondn chez lui^ 
Venge ce tort bf pondau nidd^autrui: 
Voua comment fa douleur il allege. 
Heureux ceux la qui ont ce privilege. 

Flics to the woods, there fhuns the throng, 
Vex'd to have fought his fpoufe fo long i 
Yet when the fpring revives Love's flame 
In ev'ry heart, he feeks his dame : 
To all that pafs he fpeaks and mutters 
Ou^ for no other word he utters ; 
But by hib ndlions plainly (hews, ^ 

He rccolledls his wrongs and woes; 
Remembers how birds on a day 
Came in his neft their eggs to lay; 
For which he juft revenge prepares, 
• Refolv'd in turn to lay in theirs. * 
Thus he alleviates his grief; 
Blefs*d who can thus procure relief. 

Upon this (lile La Fontaine formed bis : for 
all your poets of Lewb IV's age began by imi- 

Uting 
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tuingtbdr predeceflbrs ; Corneille at firft imi* 
tated the (Hie of Matfet and Rotrou ; Boileau 
that of Reignier. 

Perhaps the grand defeSk of La Fontaine'f 
tales is* that they almoft all turn upon the 
fame (uhjtSt ; it it always the debauching of a 
daughter or a wife : the ftile of them is not al- 
ways correfi and elegant ; they are disfigured by 
negligencies, by prolixities, and by proverbial 
and trivial expreffions. He feems to be inferior 
to Ariofto in the tales which he has bori^owed 
from that author. Ariofto not only has the 
merit of being the inventor, but be has woven 
thoie little adventures into a long poem, where- 
in they are related as there occurs occafion. 
His ftile is always pure ; there is in him no pro- 
lixity, no itte£k of ftile, no foreign oinamenta; 
in a word, he is a painter, and a very great 
painter ; that is the firft merit of poetry ;' and it 
is what La Fontaine has neglcfled. Obferve, 
in the Joconda of Ariofto, the young Greek 
who finds Fiammetta in her bed whilft (he lies 
between king Aftolpho and Joconda. 

VifHi aWufcio tsf U fpinge^ U quel It cede ; 
Entrafianfnano^ va a tenton colpiede. 
Fa lunphi i pajfu efempre in queldi dtetro 
Tuito Jt ferma^ e Vaitro par che mova^ 
A quija che di dar tema nelvetro ; ' 
Non cVel ierrem abbia a calcar ma Puova, 
Etien la mano innanzifimU meiro^ 
Va bran colando infinchilUtio trova ; 
E di la dove gli aftri avean lepiante i 
Tacit eft caccio col capo inante. 

G 2 The 
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^i*he Joor yields to her hand, the enters flo«» 
And groping cautiout, forward tries to go ; 
Mer ftei)S (he lengthens, onward tries Co pais, 
As if ihe fear'd to itrike ag^iift a gla(s ; 
Her hand before refembling motions kept, 
''J'hu) flic approach'd che bed wherein they flept; 
And then, from wliere the others legs were plac*d 
Advancing forward, pa&'d with eager bafte. 

It is furprifiog that your Boiteau, in the judg- 
ment he has palled upon the Joconda of Ariofto, 
and upon (hat of La P'onrainr, fliovld reproach 
the Italian author with certain liberties} he 
does not recollect that it ii an inn keeper that 
fpeaks ; every perfon (bould preferve his peculiar 
charaAer. Ariodo, whilft be attends to this 
coftutne, as che painters call ity does not let a 
fingle word efcape him that is not pure Tufcan; 
an extraordinary merit in a work of fuch length, 
wrote entirely in redoubled (Tansas. 

I have fpoken loo long of this trivial fpecies of 
writing, which, trivial as it if, contiibutcs to 
the glory of literature j 

In trnui labor at tenuis nen gloria, 
'i'hc fubjc^fs trivial, but not fo the praife. 

I (Ik^uU enlarge upon the fuperior merit of 
yofir theatre, whofe only defcA i% that it is not 
iufilci''ntiy (ra{>ical, if this fubjcft bad not been 
ii) often trcati'tt df already. 

U is my opini')!), that Euripides would blufli 
at \m giory, that ):c woul^ hide himfcif throuj.'h 
DiRriir, if he was to fee the Phrcdra and Iphi- 
jirnia of Kicine. The tragciiirs of Racinr, 
«iid Hi. ny of tl.c femes of Coriicllle, are fome 
of the fined pices in your language. M^ny of 

ihc 
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the fcenes of Q^iinautr are admirable, in a fpe- 
cies of poetry no more known to the antients 
than that of La Fontaine's talc?. Your Mo- 
licre furpaffes both Tcrentc and Plautus j 1 vnW 
acknowledge like wife, that Boilcati'5 Art of 
Poetry is more poetical than that of Horace ; 
that he fet the cxanrpfe in ghring the precept, 
and that his copy is fuperior to the original. 
This is your glory ; drive to preferve it : you 
excel in thcfc two fcrts of compofition alone, 
you havfe rivak or maftcrs in all others. You 
have been fo afFcflcd by the charms of verfe, 
that now- a- days your trcatifes upon phyfics and 
metaphyfics anhappily breathe the fpirit of poetry ; 
no longer able to write poems in the fame tafte 
in which they were wrote in the age of LewisXIV. 
you hafe only difcovered the fecret how to fpoil 
your profc. 

You are threatened with another plague : I 
am informed that there rifes amondl yoo, a fet 
of rigid people who call themfelvea (olid ; gloomy 
geniufe.s who pretend to judgment bccaufe they 
are void of imagination ; men of learning, ene- 
mies to letters, who are for e? er banifliing po- 
lite antiquity and fab!e. Do Dot give ear to 
their infmuations, oh you Frisnch ! if you do, 
you will foon become Wclfti again. 

Imagination, daughter of heaven, built for* 
merly in Greece a temple df tranfparent marble ; 
file, with her own hands, painted upon the walls 
of the temple all nature in allegtn'ical pic^res : 
there Jupiter, the foverergt) of . gods and men, 
was feen to bring forth the godd^fs of Wifdom 
by his brain; the goddefs of Beauty is like wife • 
his daughter, but (he did not fpring from his 
bead : this Beauty is the mother q( L.v>\^\ 
G 3 ^v«x 
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that this Beauty may have the power of enchant' 
ing heart!, (be Ihould be never unattended by 
the three (traces : and who are there necefl'aiy 
companions of Beauty? One is Aglate. who 
barns all ; another huphrofuie, who infpirts 
hearts with tranquil joy ^ and the third Thalia, 
whb (Irews flowers upon the fooiAeps of the 
goddcTs 'f this is the iignification of their three 
names. The rnufcs teach all the ele(;ant arts ; 
they arc daughters of Memory, and their birtli 
informs you, that without the afliftiincc of Me- 
mory, man can neither invent nor combine two 
idea*. 

This then is what barbarians would dcHroy i 
and what can they fubilitute in the place of thcfe 
divine emblems I The pleadings of Mr. de Sari, 
with feme other works of equal merit? The 
harangue of Mr. Stephen Ic Dain, pronounced 
in the Iccretary's cifice ? 

Oh ye Welfh, if Janus wiilt a double fore- 
head» reprefenting the year which begins and 
ends, retains among you dill the rude and un- 
intelligible name of J4nuary; if your April, 
which fignifies nothing, is with the antients tb« 
month confecrated to Aphrodite, to Venus, to 
the principle that makes nature young ; if the 
barbarous names of yitidredi ^ Mtrcndi^ Fri- 
day and Wcdnefday, recall the ideas of Venus 
and Mercury ; if the whole heaven in its con- 
flellations is ftill filled with the fables of Greece; 
refped) your mafters, if you have not a mind tvi 
reicmble that learnt d Wclfliman, who main- 
tained that the twelve patriarchs, fons of Jacob, 
bad invented the twelve fi^ns of the zodiac ^ 
that the Ram was that of lUuc, the Twins tnac 
of J iccb and Li'au, the Virgin that of Rebcccft, 

Ac^uariua 
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Aquarius the pitcher of Hebecca ; and that the 
other figos had been given wrong. 

Believe me, my dear brethren, you would 
not do amifs to retain the beautiful profane in- 
ventions of your predeceflbrs. 



ESSAY 

U P O K T H E 

ENGLISH THEATRE. 
By JEROME CARRE. 

TW O little EngliOi books informs us, 
that this natron, famous for fo many ex- 
cellent works, and fo many famous ehterpri'zes^ 
is pofiefled of two excellent tragic poets : one is 
Shakefpeare, who is faid greatly to furpafs Cor* 
peille ; the other, the tender Otway, much fu- 
-perior to the tender Racine. 

This difpute turning entirely upon tafte, there 
does not feem any anfwer to be made to the 
Englifh. Who. can hinder a whole nation from 
liking a poet of its own better thad one of an- 
other country ? It is impoffible to prove to a 
whole people that it is pleafed in the wrong 
place ; but we may refer the matter in difpute 
between the (lage of Paris and that of Londoa 
to other nations. We therefore addrefs our^ 
felves to all readers from Peterfboiireh to Na- 
ples, and we entreat them to dett& the cod« 
troverfy. 

G df 'Wkx^ 
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There ss not a mm of learnioft in Ruffa^, 
in Italy, in Germany, in Spain, in Swimeriand,. 
.or in Holiaod, who ia not acquainted with Cinna 
and Phscdra ; and very few of them have any 
knowlcd{ie of the works of Shakefpeare or Oc- 
wMy. This is a great prejudice in favour of 
the iorinvr ; however, it is but a prejudice. 
'f he pa[>MS relative to the fuit Ibould be pfo- 
duccd licfore the bar. Hamlet is one of the 
nuAi s.Jirircd pjcccs of Shakefpeare, as well aa 
c»ne of ihofc which are ofteneft reprefented. Wo 
ihail /aithfuily lay it before the judges. 

PLAN of the Traced Y of Hamlkt. 

"^ The fiibjea of Hamlet, prince of Denmark^ 
is pretty nearly the fame with that of £le£lra. 

Hamlet king of Denmark,' wbs poifoiyKi -hf 
his brother Claudius and bis queen GertniBe, 
who poured poifon in his ear whilft be wasafleeg. 
Claudius fuccccded the dcceafed; and a few <lay.a 
after the burying, the widow married the bro- 
iler in-law. 

No boJy had ever entertained the leaft fu(^ 
picii)n of (he late king Hamlet's being poifone'd 
in the manner above related, Claudius reisoa 
in p'';irc. IVo fbldiers being upon guard be- 
fore the gate of Claudius's palace, one fays to 
the o h(^r, How has your hour pafl*ed?The 
other anfWcrs, Very well, I have not heard a 
moufe ttir. After fome difcourfe of the fame 
natuf*, the |>hoft appears, dreft like the late 
Mng Haqr)Jet; pne ot thefe foldiers fays to his 
romraife, Speak to this ghoft, you are a fckcilar; 
7*hat 1 wilUjfays the other: Stay and fpeak^ 
phantom, I command you» The apparition di(^ 

appears 
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sppears without anfwering. The tw^o foldiers, 
in aftonilhment^ talk of this apparition. The 
learned foldier remembers chat he had heard thac 
** tire fame thing had hapt)ened at the time of 
the death of Csefar ; tombs were opened, the 
dead in their (hrotids fcreamed and leaped about 
in the ftreets of Rome : it without doubt is a 
prefage of fome extraordinary event." 

At thefe wordi the ghoft appears a fecond- 
lime : then one of the guards cries out, Phan^ 
torn, what wouUI yt>u have ? Can I do any thing- 
for y^u ; Is your coming oecafioned by any hid- 
den treafures ? Then the coclc crows. The 
ghoft walks off flowly; the centinels propofe 
ftriking it with a halberd 'in order to ftop it ; boc 
it flicf ; -and the foldiers cdndude that it is cufto- 
mary with ghofts to vanifh ai'thetrowing of the 
cockr** Foir, fay they, at' Che time of Advent, 
(Chriftmas eve) the bird bf dawhrng,. fings all* 
night, and then fpitics dare not wander any- 
longer; the nights are wholefome, the planets 
feed no bad influence ; fairies and forcerers are 
without power at fo holy and blefled a feafon." 

OWlerf«, ■ by . i)<e bye, that this is oie of tl'e.- 
■ftriking' pad m t4)3t Pope has marked with 
commas- in bift«dttidn bf Shakefpeare, to make 
readers take notice 6f its excellence. 

After the ghoft lias thus made his af pearance, . 
king Claudius, Gertrude his queen, and the 
courtiers, join in a Converfation in fhe hall of 
the palace* Young Ma^nl^t, fen of the pbi- 
foned monarch, the hero of the piece, receives* 
witTTfadriiefs and melancholy the marks of friend' 
flrrptflieWn him liy Ghudius and' Gertrude : 
this prince wis fslr from fufpefting that his fa- 
iberiiWbiltTrpcirdncd hy ihenri but he was 
G 5 Vx'^M. 
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highly difpleafed chat hit mother htJ fo frion 
married the brother of her firft huiband* (icr- 
irude difljades her Ton from continuing to wcjr 
mourning for hia father to no purpofe. ** It i« 
nott fays be, my coat at black ai ink, nor thr 
appearance* of grieP, which conflitute the real 
mourning ; this mourning h at the bottom of 
the hearty the reft ia only vain parade/' He 
declares that he has an inrli nation to quit Drn- 
mark, and goto fchool to Wittenbergb. ^* Dear 
Hamlet, fays the queent do not go to'ichor>l tr> 
Wittenbergb, ftay with ua/' Hamlet aofwers* 
that he will endeavour to obey her. Claudivf 
is charmed at tbeanfwer; and orders chat aJl 
of his court (hould ko and drink, whilft the ca« 
nons were fired ov } though gun- powder was 
not (hen invented* 

Hamlet, left alone a prey to hta re AsAiom, 
makes the following k4floq«y. ** What, my 
** mother ! whom my faiher loved ut fuch a 
*^ degree ! my moiher, for whom my faiber 
** found his appetite increafe the longer hr 
** e^t ! My mother marries anofher ac tbc 
** en'i of a month ! another, no m#rc to be 
" compared to htm, than a faiyr*a to be CMi- 
^' p4;e'J to the fan ! the morMh being Ccarcr 
«' cla^^fc'l ! What do I fay? before (he had wotn 
'* injt the fhf/es with which ibe foliowTed the 
'* \y>fiy of my pr>or father ! Ah, frailty is the 
•* n^me of v/oman ! my heart burfta*, for I 
** rnuft hold my tongue." Here agam Pope 



• Here Mr, tit VtMMt^9 inMiailon oT SlwlisfpMra i* 
9^^Unuy «Sclcdtivt ^ tht li(i» in tbt orifMUU it. 

But Uifft 0iy htMit, fur f moft b»Jd mjr tengvt. 

givet 



W I L L I A M V A p £. 131 

gives notice to his readers, that this ^pafTage is 
worthy of their admiration. 

In the mean time the two centincls come to 
inform prince Hamlet, that they had feen a ghod 
which bore a firong refemblance to the king his 
father: this gives the prince great uneafmefs ; 
be is impatient to fee this apparition ; he fwears 
that he will fpeaic to it, thougn hell ibould 
gape and bid him hold bis peace ; and he goes 
borne to wait the clofe of the day with im- > 
patience. 

Wbilft he is in his apartment at the palace, 
a young perfon named Ophelia, daughter of 
lord Polonius, great chamberlain, appears in 
the houfe of her father, with her brother Laertes. 
This Ophelia has fome inclination for prince 
Hamlet. Laertes gives her very good advice. 

*« Do you fee me, fifter, a prince, the heir 
'^ to a kiri^dom, (hould not carve for himfelf ; 
^* his mbrfels (hould be chofen for him ; take 
** care how you lofe your heart with him, and 
♦* how you open your chafte treafure to his vio- 
** lent importunities. It ts^darfgf rous to pull 
*^ off one's mafk, ev':ri by moon-light : pucre- 
*• fa£)ion often defttoys the children of the 
^^ fpring before their buds are blown ; and in the 
f* morning, and the dew of youth, contagious 
** winds are much to be feared." 

Opheua anfwers. 

<< Ah, dear brother, don't deal with me as- 
** fome ungracious paftors do, who (hew the 
** ft eep and thorny road to heaven, whilft.thcy 
** themfelves, like bold libertines, do the re- 
** vcrfc of what they preach." 

G.6 Ttfc 



132 The TALES of 

The brother and fifter having had ihU con- 
verration, leave the ftage to prince liamlet, 
who returns with a friend and the fame fencinels 
who had Teen the ghofl. The apparitioo again 
prcfcnts iifelf before them : the prince fpeaki to 
it with refpe£l and refolucion ; the ghoft anfivei i 
only by making; Hanolct a fign.to follow him. 
Ah, do not follow him, faid his friend ; he (hat 
iMowi a ghoft, is in danger of lofing hii fcnfci ; 
No matter, anfweri Hamlet^. I will go with 
him. They endeavour to prevent biai, but 
without fucccfs. ** My dtftiYty.ciies out to me 
*^ to go, fays he, and makes the fmalleft of my 
'* arteries as ftrong as the lyon of Ncmea. Yes, 
'' I'll follow him, and Til make a ghoft of who* 
** ever opjwfes mc.'* 

Then lie frncs out with the ghoft, and tbey 
both tecum (oon after, quite familiar with each 
other. The ghoft informs him, " That he is 
** in purgatory, and that be is going to relate 
'' to bin) things that will make bis hair ftand 
^^ on end like quills upon a porcupine. ' Tis 
*^ thought, (ky^hcs that I died of the bite of « 
^^ fcrpent in my garden | but the fcrpent is the 
^^ man that wears my crqwn, it is my brother ; 
** and what is moft horrible is, that he put me 
^^ to death without my fo much as receiving 
'* extreme un6tion ; revenge me : farewell my 
^' fon ; glow-worms Qiew that the morning ap« 
** proachfs; farewell, remember me." The 
Iriends cf prinrc Hamlet then leturn, and alk 
him what the choft had faid. ** It is a yeiy 
*' honcft ghoft, anfwets the prince, but fwear 
*' that you will divulge nothing of what it has 
** ( ntruOed me with." Immediately the voice 
of the ghoft is beard, which cries out to Ham* 

let's 
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let's friends, " Swcir." « You muft fwtar by 
•• my fword," fiys the prince to them. T*fte 
ghoft crie« underground, ** Swear by his fwbrd."* 
They fvrear. Hamlet goes with them withdlit 
forming any rcfolution. Yoii mty remember 
that this fame prince Hamlet W^s ih love Vflth 
the lady Ophelia, daughter of lord Polonium, 
great chamberlain, and After of young Laerteft, 
who travels to France for his improvement. THe 
good man, Polonium, recommentis his (bh I^ertci 
to his governor, and telb him in plain 'term^^ 
that the young m^n fon^etimcs goes 10 the baw- 
dy-houfe, ;md that he ihould be narrowly 
watched. Whilft he is siving dire£tioni to the 
governor, his daughter Ophelia enters in a ter- 
rible fright, *' Ah, my lord ! whilft 1 was at 
«* work in my clofet, prince Hamlet entered 
<< with his waiftcoat unbuttoned, without hat 
*< or garters, with his ftockings upon his heeTs^ 
<< with knees trembling and knockinj^ agaiiYft 
^* each other, pale as his (hirt : he a long time 
*< examined my face, as if he was going to drawr 
*< it, (hook my arm, (hook his head, heaved 
*< feveral deep fighs, and went off like a bllrtd 
•• man who gropes his way/* The chamber- 
lain, Polonius, who does not know that Hamlet 
has feen a ghoft, and that he may pnffibly have 
loft his fenfes, thinks that his exceffive love for 
Ophelia may have turned his head ; and h^re 
the matter refts. The king and queen talk a 
lonf^ time of the madnefs of the prince. Am- 
bafliidors from Norway arrive at court, and hear 
this accident* The good man, Polonius, wha 
is an old dotard, much more crazy than Hatntct, 
aflures the king that he will take care of thia 
difordcrcd pcrfon -, " Tw my duty, by he. 
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*' for what is duty ? 'Tis duty juft as day is 
*• day, night night, and time time ; therefore 
^< fioce brevi^ is the foul of wit, and loquacity 
*« the body« I will be brief: Your noble fon is 
<< mad I I call it mad : for what is madnefs but 
«* being mad? In fine, madam, he is mad; 
<* this is fad ; it is a great pity,, it is a great 
*' pity it (hould be true ; the only bulinefs now 
«* is to find the caufe of the eiFed. Now the 
*< caufe is, that I have a daughter." To prove 
that it was love that had deprived the prince of 
his fenfes, he reads to the king and queen the 
letters that Hamlet had written to Ophelia. 

VVhilft thus the king, the queen, and all the 
court, talk of the melancholy condition of the 
prince, he anives in great diforder^ and by his 
difcourfe confirms the opinion that had been 
conceived of his madnefs; he however ibroc- 
times makes anfwers that difcover a foul deeply 
wounded, and which are replete with good fenfe. 
The chamberlains, who have orders to amufe 
him, propofe to him to hear a company of co- 
medians, who were juft arrived. Hamlet talks 
very rationally of plays ^ the players a& a fcene 
before bim, he gives his opinion of it with 
great good fenfe. Afterwards, when he is alone, 
he declares ^^ that he is not fo mad as he ap- 
<< pears to be. What, favs he, a player has 
^' wept for Hecuba ! What's Hecuba to hioi? 
*^ What would he then do if his uncle and his 
^* mother had poifoned his father, as Claudius 
*< and Gertrude have poifoned mine ? Ah, curft 
<< poifoner, aflaffin, fornicator, debauchee, bafe 
<* villain, and I now, what an afs am I ? is 
** not this fine condud in me, the (ba of a 
** king who has been poifoned, me, from whocn 

*' heaven 
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^* heaven and bell demand vengeance, (0 con-^ 

• '*' t^DC myfelf with evaporating my refentment 
** in words like a common wliore } I am fatis* 
*^ fi^ with curfing like a flut, a beggar-wo- 
** man, a (collion/' 

He then forms a refolution to avail himfelf 

of the above-mentioned players, to diibover 

urhetber his uncle and his mother had in h6k 

. poifoned his father ; for after all, fays he, tbe 

• apparition may have deceived me ; it is perhaps 
'• the Jeyil chat hath fpoken to me ; this matter 
' iniift be cleared up. Hamlet then direds the 

players to play a pantomime, in which one is to 
fleep, and another to pour poifon into his ear. 
Ic is very certain, that if king Claudius is guilty, 
be will be greatly furprized when he fees the 
pantomime ; he will turn pale, his guilt will be 
fetn upon his face ; Hamlet will be fuce of tb& 
crime, and will have a right to revenge.. 

Thus faid, thus done. The company comes 

. and reprefents this fcene in dumb fliew before 

the king, the queen, and the whole court ; and 

the dumb fbew is fucceeded by a fcene in verfe. 

The king and queen look upon thefe two fcenes 

• IS highly impertinent ; they fufpe^fi Hamlet of 
having played them this trick, and of not being 
quite fo great a madman as he appeared to be ; 
this idea gave them great perplexity ; they trem- 
bled with fear of having been detedfd. What 
courfe could they take ? King Claudius refolves 
to fend Hamlet to England, upon pretext of 
curing his madnefs ; and writes to his good 
friend the king of England, to defireit a? a fa- 
vour of him, that he would hang the young 
traveller upon tbe receipt of his letter. 

But 
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But the queen is defirous of queftioning ind 
founding Hamlet before hiv "departure ; and for 
fear he (hould do feme mifchief in his madnefs* 
the old chtmberiakii Polonius, hides hitnftif 
behind a tapeftry hanging, in order to come to 
the queen's affifttince, if there fhould ' be occa- 
fion. 

The prince, who was mad, or who pretended 
to be fo, comes to confer with his mother Ger- 
trude, lb his way, he fees in -a corner king 
Claudius, who Was feized with a fit oFreitiOrfe; 
he is afr^d of being one day damned for haTing 
poifened his- brother, married his widow, and 
ufurped his crown. He kneels down and makes 
a (hort prayer, not worth repeating. Hamlet^ 
at firft, has an inclination to take that time in 
order to kill him ; but rcfleding that Claudliis 
is in a ftate of grace, becaufe he is then 
offering up his phiyel's to God, he takes care 
not to kill him in fuch circumftances. ** What- 
^* a fool fliould I be. fays he, I (houtd fend him 
*^ diredlly to heaven, whereas he fent my father 
•* to purpatory. Come, my fword, wait for- 
^* another time in order to ftab him ; wait till 
** he is drunk, pamin^, or fwearing, or- till he 
** is in bed with feme inceftuous woman «, or 
*^-till he iidoin^ fomc other deed that is not 
** likely to work out his falvation ; then fall 
*^ upon him, that he may kick at heaven, and 
<^ that his foul may be damned, and black as 
«' hell to which he will defccnd." This Vikt* 



• A mlftrftnllAtion. The verPe in HninN?! If, 
Or in the InceHuoui picafurei of hit bed. 
Meaning in the tmbrAcci of Geroidff^ who had ban bit 
broUicr's wife. 

6 wif0 
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^fe is a paflage which Pope's commas dired us 
to admire. 

Hamlet then having deferred the murder of 
• Claudius, in order to daipn. him, comes to con^ 
fcrwith his mother; and notwicbftanding his. 
-tnadnefi, overwhelms her with fuch bitter re- 
proaches of her crime,, as pierce her to the very. 
*faeart. The old chamberlain, Pdlonius, is ap- 
prehenfive of his carrying matters too far ; he 
cries out for help behind the hanging ; Hamlet. 
-takes it for granted that it was the king who. 
*li^ hid htrnfelf there, to Uften to their conver** 
tfatioA ; Ah mother, cries he, there is a great 
-rat 1)ebind the hangings ; he thereupon draws 
-bisTword, runs to the rat, and kills the good 
tnaH Polonius. ^^ Ah my fon, what are you. 
•* about ?" cries the queen. ** Mother, returns. 
^* Hamlet, it isthrkingthati have fhin ! It is 
=** a- wicked adion to kill a king* ; almoft ^, 
'".tricked, my good' mother, as to kill a king 
^ and lie with his brother." This converfation 
*laRs a long- time ; and Hamlet, as he goes out,, 
walks upon the dead body, of the old chamber- 
'laib, and is ready to fall down f. 

The good lord chaniberlain was ao old fooT,. 
and is repreftnted zi fuch, as has already been 
'fireo : his daughter Ophelia, who, no dodot, re- 
sembled him in this refpefb, becomes raving mad 
when file is. informed of her father's death : (he 
'-hint upon the ftage with flowers and ftraw upoa? 



* This paflage it mamfeftly tranflated wrong. 

'f This clrcumftaiict it entirely of the ioTendon of 
Ifonf. de Veltaire ; not contented with depreciating. 
•hakslpearo, lie even mifreprefentt him* 
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her head, fings balladf , and then goes and drovai 
herfelf. Thus there are three mad people in the 
pla/, the chamberlain, and .S^oitety without 
reckoning the other bufFoonft who play their parti. 

The corpi of Ophelia is ukcn out of the river, 
and her funeral is prepared. In the mean rime 
king Claudius had made the prince embark for 
England ; Hamlet, whilft upon his pailage, had 
conceived a fufpicion that he had been Tent to 
London with fome treacheious defien : )^e finds 
in the pocket of one of the chambcriains bis con- 
dudor, the letter of king Claudius to bib friend 
the king of England, fealed with the great feal ^ 
in it he finds it earneftly recommended to the 
king of England to difpatch bim the moment of 
his arrival. What does he do ? He happened 
luckily to bave the great feal of his father in his 
purfe ; he throws the letter into the fes,, and 
writes another which he (igns with the name of 
Claudius, and requefls the king of England to 
hang the bearers upon their arrival; then he folds 
up the whole packet, and feals it with the ftalof 
the kingdom. 

This done, he finds a pretext for returning (0 
court. Tbe firft thing he fees is two grave- 
diggers digging Ophelia's grave j thefe two Is^ 
bourers are likewife bufFoons in the tragedy. 
They difcufi the queflion, whether Ophelia 
fhould be buried in confecrated ground after hav- 
ing drowned herfelf ? and they conclude that (he 
fliould be buried in chriflian burial becaufe (he 
was a young lady of quality. Then they main- 
tain that labourers are the mod antient gentle- 
men upon earth, becaufe they are of the fame 
trade with Adam ; but was Adam a gentleman i 
fays one of the grave-diggers. Yei , aafwers the 

other. 
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- odier, for be was the firft that ever bore arms* 

Whar, did be bear arms ? fays tbe grave-digger. 

Wixnout doubc, fays c*other, can a man till the 

irrou"-:^ without fjpades and pickaxes? He there- 
ore 'jore arms, he was a eentieman. 

in the inidft of tbefe noe harangues, and the 
ibn:;^s fung by thcfc gentlemen in the parish- 
churcn of the palace, arrives prince Hamlet with 
one of his friends, and they contemplate the 
IkuHs round by the grave-diggers. Hamlet thinks 
he h^s difcovered the (kull of a ftatefman able to 
cheat God, then that of a courtier, then tbe 

' skull of a court lady, and of a knavifli lawyer, 
and ne is very liberal of hi^ raileries upon the 
owners of tuofe skulls. At laft the skull of the 
kind's jefter is fourid, and it is concluded that 
iheie is no: any great difference between tbe brarn 
of Csefar or Alexander and that of this jefter ; in 
fine, the grave is made whilft they thus difpute 

• and fing. Holy- water is broughc by the priefts. 
The boidy of Ophelia is brought upon the ilage* 
Tbe king and queen follow the bier ; Laedes in 

-mourning accompanies the corps of his fifter 
Ophelia ; and when the body is laid in the 
g;round, Laertes, frantic with grief, leaps Into 
the grave. Hamlet, who remembers that he had 
once loved Ophelia, leaps in like-vife. Laertes, 
enraged at feeing in (he fame grave with him 
the perfon who had killed the chamberlain Polo- 
nius, uking him for a rat, flies in his face ; they 
wreftle in the grave, and the king caufes them 
to be parted, in order to prefer vc decency in the 
liineral ceremonies. 

In the mean time, king Claudius, who is a 
great politician, perceives that it is abfolulcly 
neceflary to difpatcb fucb a dangerous mad-man 
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as prince Hamlet ; and fince that young firinoe 

had not been hanged at London^ it is thought 

highly. proper that he (hould be difpatchcd in 

Denmark. 

The artful Claudius has recourfe to the fol- 
lowing ftrata^^em. He was uled to poifoning : 
Heark ye, fays he to young Ltertes, prince Ham- 
let has killed your father, my great chamberlain } 
that you may have it in your powef to revenge 
yourfelf,.! fliall propofe to you a little piece of 
chivalry : I will lay a wager wkh you that in 
twelve pafles you will not hit Hamlet three 
times } you (hall fence with him before the whole 
court. You (hall have a (harp foil, the point of 
which I have dipped in a poifon exceeding fiib- 
tile. If you unluckily ihould not be able to hit 
the prince, I will take care to have a botilc of 

^oifoned wine ready for him upon the table. 
'eople that fence muft drink : Hamlet will drink,. 
and one vuay or other muft lofi^ bis life. Laertes 
thinks theexpedient, for.amufementandrcvcfige, 
admirably dcvifeJ.. 

riaailet accepts the challenge ; bottles are 
placed upon the table ; two champions appear 
with foiiii in their hapds in the prefcnce Of kine 
Claudius, queen Gertrude, and the whole DanilD 
court ; they fence ; Laertes wounds Hamlet with 
his poifoned foil. Hamlet, finding bimfelf wound- 
ed, Lrics out, Treachery ; and, in a rage, tears 
the poifoned foil from Laertes, (labs him, and 
flabs the king : queen Gertrude, in a fright, 
driiiks, in (;iucr to recover herfelf ; thus (be is 
P'lifoned tikcAifc ; and all four, that is, kii^ 
Claudius, Gertrude, Laertes, and Hamlet, die 
upon the (lags. 

It 
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I resiarkable that an exprefs jufl then ir- 
liat th« two chamberlainS) who had failed ^ 
n^and with the packet feaied with the 
Teal of En^and, had been difpatched upon 
boding. Thus there does not remain one 
of :tbe-dfama alive : but, tofupply the place 
deceafed, there is one^Fort*en-bra9, a re- 
ef the family, 'who had conquered Poland 
{ the reprefentation of the piece, and who 
I at the conclufion of it to oflFer himfelf 
indtdate for the-thrpne of Denmark, 
is 4S the whole plan of the celebrated tra* 
>f Maifilet, the-mafter-piece of the London 
e. Soch ii the work that is preferred to 

re there are two important queftions to be 
U the firft is, howfo many wonderful 
r could be > generated in one4>ead alone? ' 
t nmtt be ackne^led^ed that all the phiys of - 
iviiie Shikefpear are in the very fame tafle. 
lecODdu, how audiences have been able to ' 
thtmfelves up to fee thefe pieces v^th tranf- 
and how they can ilill be attended to in an 
'bich bas'produced the Cato of Addifon ? 
Maftonifiiment oecafioned by the fn^ won- 
will-ceafe entirely when it is known that 
e^ar has taken the' fubjech of all his tra* 
I from hlftory or romances; and that he has 
n#thing 'more than turn into dialogues the 
icea of Claudius, Gertrude and Hamlet,' 
»n entirely by Saxo the grammarian, to' 
» the whole glory of ihfe performance 
». 

le fecofid part of the quefliba, that i?, the 
ire taken in feeing thdfe tragedies, is fome- 

what 
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what more dif&culc to be accounted for ; but thii 
fccms to be the reafon of it, according to the 
profound reflexiona of certain pbilofopheri : 

Cbairmen» failori, hacknev-coachmcn, prea* 
tice boyi, butcheri and clerKi, are paffionatelf 
fond of fights; give them cock-fishti, bull- 
fights, or prize-fighters, bur)rings, duels, e»- 
cutions, witchcraft and ghofts, and they croud 
to the theatre ) many a nobleman is as curious 
as the populace. The citizens of London fouod 
in the tragedies of Shakefpeare every thing chsf 
can picafc the curious. Thofe at court were 
obliged to conform to the current tafte: how 
could they avoid admiring what the moft ra- 
tional of the citizens admired i There was no- 
thing better to be feen doring a hundred aod 
fifty years ; admiration gathered ftrcngth^ and 
was converted into idolatry. A few flrokes of 
genius, a few happy lines replete with nature 
and force, which fpeAators got by heart whe- 
ther they would or no, procured indulgence for 
the reft ; and foon the whole piece fuccccded bf 
ini-ans of a few detached beauties. 

Certain it is, that fuch beauties are to be met 
with in Shakefpeare. Mr. de Voltaire is tbc 
firil that caufed them to be known in France^ 
it is he who taueht us, about thirty years sgpf 
the names of Milton and Shakefpeare : but die 
tranflations which he has {^ivcn us of fome pd* 
faf^cs of thcfc authors are they faithful t He 
apprises us himfeH that they are not ; be bee 
rather copied than tranflated. In this mamer 
he has rendered in verfc the foliloquy of Hatnkt 
at the beginning of the fecond fccne of the tkird 
aft : 
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limmn^ ilfaut choifir CsT pajfer afinftant 
% Im vie ata mort^ C5f de Ntre au neant^ 
Jiimxjuftes^ ^il en ejl^ eclaire%mon courage* 
^(fttH'tl vieilUr courbijous la main qui m outrage^ 
\iKffmner mfnir man ma!heur ^ men fort ? 
fmi/uis jer ^ui nCarrite? Et qu^eji-ce que la 

mart f 
7^ la fin dines meauXj ^ejl men unique azyle ; 
Ar^ des lengs tranjperts c^eft unfemmeiltranqmlle. 
jm fembrt & tout meurt : mais un affreux reveil 
Oeii fueceder peut'itre au douceurs dufimmeiL 
yn MOUM menace^ on dit que cette courte vie 
Dr Umrmens etemels eft aujfitot fuivie. 
$n§rt ! moment fatal ! ^reufe etemiti ! 
TmaoEur a tonfeul nomje glace epouvente. 
GZr / qui pourroit fans tonfufporter cette vie f 
Dem^s fourbes putjfants benir Tbypocrifie ? 
lymne iudigne mattrejfe encenfer Us erreurs f 
Kmi^ir fous une miniftre^ adorer fes hauteurs? 
Et mmtrer les longueurs defon ame ahbatue 
A des amis in^ats qui detour nent la vue f 
La mmtferoit trop douce en ces extremitez; 
JUais lejcrupule park (sT nous crie^ arretez. 
B defend a nos mains cet heureux homicide^ 
Ee ism heros guerrierfait un cbretien timide^ CfTr. 

Leff make a choice, and in a moment pafs 
From life to death, from being to the grave. 

eft gods, if gods there be, inftrufi my foul. 
oft I grow grey beneath oppreffion's weight; 
Sopport or end at once my life and woe ? 
What holds my hand, what is it then to die ? 
Death is the end of all our ills, 'tis reft i 
After much toffing, 'tis a fleep profound. 
Bur we are menac'd, we are told that death 
Is followed by eternal puoifliments. 

5 Oh 
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Oh death ! dire moment ! oh eteroicy I 

Each heart with horror (brinks to bear theo 

nam*d. 
Wer't not for thee, who could this life endure? 
Who'd bear to cringe and fawn on knaves iu 

powV ? 
Who would a miftrefs* follies idolize ; 
Adore the caprice of a minifter ; 
And (hew the forrows of his wounded foul 
To thofe who fee his grief with fcornful eyes ? 
Death were a good in thefe extremities s 
Butconfcicncefpeaksy it cries, Ra(hmortal9bold. 
Confcience forbids this happy homicide. 
And of the brave it timid chriflians makes. 

After this piece of poetry, the reader is re- 
^uefted to call his eye upon the literal tranfla- 
tion*. 

Through all the obfcurity of this literal tran- 
flation, which can only render each word of the 
Knglidi by the word which anfwers to it in 
French, it is cafy to difcover the genius ef the 
£ngli(h language; its natural turn, which is nei- 
ther afraid of the loweft or of the moft gigantic 
ideas; its energy, which other nations would 
look upon as harfhnefs ; its boldnefTes, which 
minds not accuftomed to foreign turns of exprcf- 
fion would look upon as bombaft : but under thefe 
veils may be difcovered profoundnefs, fomcthing 
that engages and that aiTefls much more than 
eloquence could. Hence it is that almoft all the 



* Here followfl a literal tranflation in French, «bich it 
wai thougU entirely unnece/Tary to iranflate, as it reade-f 
S^tke^|)•arc*• RManin^ werH for word, and wonld have 
Jai^ u« un<fcr a necifliiy or aloioft trurcilbing him. 

£ag<ifli 
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SngtUb have this foliloquy by heart. It is aa 
tinpolifhed diamond that has fpots ; but if it wai 
poltfhed ic would lofe part of its weight. 

There, perhaps, is not a more (Ir iking exam- 
ple of the diverfity of taftes in different nations. 
After this let critics talk of the laws of Ariftotle^ 
Che three unities, decency, and the neceffity of 
never leaving the ftage empty as well as of never 
making any perfon of the^rama enter or go out 
Mrithout an obvious reafon ; of conne£ling an in*- 
Cfigue with art, and unravelling it naturally; of 
expreifing one's felf in terms at once noble and 
iimple ; of making princes fpeak in fuch a nun- 
^er as becomes their quality, and as they would 
chufe to do ; of never deviating from the rules 0/ 
language: It is evident that there is a way or 
charming a whole nation without taking all this 
trouble. 

If Shakefpeare, for thefe reafons, bears the palm 
from Corneiile, we will acknowledge that Racine 
is contemptible, in comparifon of the tender and 
-elegant Otway. To be convinced of this, it will 
-befufHcient to caft an eye upon the following ab* 
flrad of thetj-agedy intitledthe Orphan. 

P L A N of the O R P H A N. 

AN old gentleman of Bohemia, named 
Acafto, had retired to his caftlc with his 
two fons, Caftalio and Polydore : it is true, 
thefe are no more Bohemian names, than that 
of Claudius is DanlOi. Serina his daughter 
lives with him ; he has alfo at his houfe a Mo- 
nimla, who is very different from the Monimia 
of Racine. This young lady was imrufled to 
his care by her dcceafed father. In the caftlc of 
lord Acafto there is a chaplain, a page, and two 
H valets^ 
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valet6-de- chambre : this is the retinue of the 
good man, at leaft all of it that is fcen upon the 
Itage. Add to thefe, Serina's maid, and a bro- 
ther of Monimia's, a paifionate man, juft come 
from Hungary, and you have all the perfoas of 
Che drama. 

If the tragedy of Hamlet is opened by two 
centinels, that of the Orphan is o^>ened by two 
domeftics ; for great men fliould by aJl meant 
be imitated. Thefc domeftics talk of their good 
matter Acaflo, and his two fous, Caftalio and 
Polydore, whofc only amufemcnt is hun'ing. 
Not to keep the reader any longer in fufpencc, 
it is proper to inform him, that if he fufprdi 
that the two brothers are both in love with Mo- 
nimia, as in Racine, he is not miflaken ; but 
be will, in all likelihood, befomewhat iurprizci 
at beine told that Caftalio, one of the brotheis, 
4whoii loved by Monimia, gives his dear Poly- 
dore leave to he with her if he can ; he is fatis- 
fied, provided he himfelf may have the fame 
liberty ; for he fwears that he has no di-fire to 
marry her, and ^* that he will mairy when be 
** is olJ| in order to mortify the flcfh." 

However, immediately aficr having thus de- 
clared againft mariiige, he privately marries 
Monimia, and Acafto's chaplain gives them the 
nuptial benedidiion. During thc(c tranfaAions 
Mr. Chamont, brother of Monimia, arrives 
from Hungary; this Mr. Chamont is a very 
odd man, and very hard to be plcaftd ; he im- 
mediately auks his fift(T whether (he has her 
maidenhead*? Munimia fwears to him that her 



* Thif pafTage fu/riciently flicwi how unfaiiJy Mr. <ic 
VoUaiit playi the critic upon £ngli(b Authori ) there u no 
fucb low expreflion in the tr*£cd> icfcr'd to. 

honoux 
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4ionour is unviolated. << Ah, wherefore have 
-*' you any doubt concerning my maidenhead, 

-<« brother ?" fays fhc. " Hear me. myfifter, 

** fays Chamont» I not long fince had a dream 
<< in Hungary ; my bed fliook, I faw you be- 
*^ tween two young fellows, who careiTed you, 
^ turn about. I took my great fword, I ran to 
^ (hem ; and upon waking, I found that I had 
^^ pierced the figured tapeftry, juft at a place 
^* thai rcprcfented the * Thcban brothers, Poli-* 
*^ nices and Etheocles, killing one another.'* 

** Well, brother, fays Monimia, finceyou 
^^ have been .tormented in your fleep, you muft 
•** torment me waking.'* ** Oh, this is not all^ 
** fifter, do not juftify yourfelf too faft. As I 
<* walked along, thinking of my dream, I met 
^* a toothiefs old hag, bent double with age, 
^^ her vaulted back was clothed with a piece of 
*< an old hanging, her thighs were hardly co- 
•** vered by rags of all forts of colours (variety of 
^* wretchednefs) (he gathered a few flicks, (he 
^^ asked me where I was going, and bid me make 
*** hafte, if I defired to prefcrve my filler : in fine^ 
** (he fpoke to me of Caftalio and Polydore/* 

Monimia is greatly furprized at this adven- 
ture : (he immediately confeiTes that (he was en- 
gaged to Caftalio ; but (he fwears to her bro- 
ther, that (he had never Iain with him. 

Mr. Chamont is by no means fatisfied with 
this confeffion ; he is a rough man, as has been 

• It feems probable that Mr. <fe VoItair« ha4 not Otway^s 
-piece by him when he wrote this, •therwife it it hardly 
.poflTible to conceive how he could give fuch a tranflation o( 
the following paffagc of Otway : 
J fbrnid my weapon had the arras piercM, 
Jaft where the fatal tale was interwoven. 
How the unhappy Tbeban flew hit father^ 

H 2 iSlt**^^ 
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already hinted ; he goes in queft of the chap* 
lain. '* Come, fays he, Mr. Gravity, tell me, 
«* ^rc not you chaplain to the family ?** ** And 

/* you, Sir, are you not an officer?" returns 
the chaplain. " Yes, friend," fays Chamont. 
** I • was onee an officer myfelf, fays the chap- 
^* lain, but my friends configned me to the 
<* church ; yet I am an honcft man, though I 
*^ wear black ; I am tolerably refpei^ed in the 
** family ; I do not pretend to know more than 
•' other people, I concern myfelf about no- 
*' body's affaiis but my own ; 1 rife early, ftudy 
'*' little, eat and drink merrily ; and for this my 
** behaviour am held in efteem by every body.*' 
** Did you know old Chamont, my father ?** 
fays the officer. *' Yes, fays the chaplain, I 
«< was greatly concerned for his death." ** What, 
*' you loved him ? fays Chamont, 1 could cm- 
** brace you for that : tell me, do vou think 
<' Caftalio loves my fifter ?" *' Do I think he 
** loves her?" fays the chaplain. *• Aye, do 
•< you think he loves her ?" replies Chamont. 
** Faith 1 never afked him," anfwes the chap- 
<* lain, and I am furprifcd you (hou'ld aflc me 
^* fuch a queftion,*' ** Ah hypocrite, cries Cha- 
*' mont, you are like all thofeof your profeCion, 
** a good for nothing fellow j you have not cou- 
•* rage to fpeak the truth, and you pretend to 
*♦ teach it : are you a party concerned in this af- 

. ** fair ? VVhat do you do in it ? Curfe iipyn the 
^* villain's ferious face ; you jioggle your eyes 
••juft as bawJsdoi they ta!k of heaven, they 
** look devoutly, and tell lies; they preach like 
*' a prieft, and thou aa a bawd f.^ 

• Wrong tranHiCed. 

t It is a queftioo ia Oiway : '< Art iboo a bawd r* 

What 
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• What is pleafint enough is, that the chap- 
Iain, won by thefe obliging cxprcffions, owns 
that he had that morning married Caftalio and- 
Moniniia in a garret *. 

The brother is well enough fatisfied, and goet 
with the chaplain. The married couple arrive ;• 
nothing remains but to confummate the marriage. 
Thofe that are not let into the fecret might 
think, from what had pafled before, that this 
ceremony was to be performed on the ftage ; 
but ikc modc-ft Monimia only bids her hufband 
come and knock %three times at her chamber 
door, when, all the family fhould be afleep. 
Polydore, the brother, hears what was faid from 
Between the fide fcenss ; ^nd not knowing that 
bis brother Caflalio is Alonimii's hufband, he 
refolves to be beforehand with him, -and to go 
without delay and make fure of Monimia*s firft 
favours. He addreiTts himfelf to the little rogue 
of a page, promifes him fweetmcats and money, 
if he would amufe his brother Caftalio during, 
part of the night : the page plays his part ad- 
mirably ; he talks to Caftalio of Monimia's love, 
of her garters, and her breafts ; he is for fing- 
Tng him a fong s and thus he makes him lofe. 
time. 

Polydore did not lofe his ; he went to Moni - 
mia's door, he ftruck three times gently, the 
maid opened to him; and thus he contrived to lie 
with his brother's wife. 

At laft Caftalio comes to the door, and gives 
three gentle raps; the fervani, who. ought to 
know both him and his brother by their voices, 
does not fo much as apprehend a miftake ; fhc 

• In tV.c or'.ginal, it is in a grcvc, 

H 3 thinks 
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thinks that Polydore is the pretended husband* 
who dedres admittance, and that it is the true 
husband Caftalio who is in bed ; {he bids hinv 
go about his buflnefs, tells him he is a madman; 
it is to no purpofe for him to tell his name, flie 
(huts the door in his face; he is treated by the 
maid juft as Amphitrion is by Sofia. 

Polydore having reaped the fruits of his ftra- 
tagem, probably without uttering a fingle word, 
leaves his conqueft, and returns to his own bed. 
Caftalio, who was refufcd admittance,, is feized* 
with defpair, becomes frantib^ rolls himfeif upon 
the floor, inveighs againft the whole fex ; and' 
concludes, that from the time of Eve, who fell 
10 love with the devil^ and damned the human 
fpecies, women have always given rife to ills of 
every kind. 

Monimia,^ who rofe in hafte to meet her dear 
Caftalio, in whofe company (he hoped to enjoj- 
feme rapturous moments, meets him, and is gg- 
ing to embrace him ; he treats her with the ut- 
^^'^ r^oAifv, and nulls hcc bv thc haif offthe 
flage. 

Mr. Chamont, who ftilt remembers hi^dream^ 
and the old witch he had met, comes with great 
gravity to aik his fifter an account of the con- 
lummation of her marriage. The poor woman 
owns that her husband^ after having paft the 
night with her in raptures, had dragged her 
about by the hair upon the floor. 

This Chamont,, who is not to be trifled with, 
goes in queft of the father (who by the bye had 
been taken ill during the reprefentation of the 
tragedy, through his great age) he fpcaks to 
him in the fame tone that he had before fpoken 
to the chaplain ; " Do you know, fays he,. 

•* Chat 



William Vade. 151 

^* that your fon Caftalio has married my fifter ?" 
** I am forry for it," anfwers the good man. 
•* How ! forry for it ! fays Chamont j by God 
•* there's not a nobleman that might not be 
** proud to marry my fiftcr: but damn mc he 
•' has ufed her ill ; either teach him manners, or 
^ ril fet your houfe on fire." " Well, well, 
•' ril do you juftice, farewell, my dear boy." 
fays Acafto. 

The poor father goes in oueft of his fon Ca- 
ftalio, in order to examine him with regard to 
what had pa fled ; whilft he is in convcrfation 
with him, Polydorc is defirous of knowing how 
Monimiawas,^ after having pa(&d the night with 
kidi ; bethinks he had only enjoyed his bro* 
there's mrftfcfs in virtue of the permiflion he had 
leceived from him : this difcourfc makes' Moni- 
nia begin to fufpeA her miftake; in fine, Poly* 
dore owns that be had enjoyed her ; Monimil 
faints away, and recovers her fenfes only to 
abandon herfelf to the tranfports of defpair. 

If ftich a iubjeff, fuch language, and fuclr 
fnanners, difguft perfons of tafte ail over Eu- 
rope, they ought to excufe the author : he never 
fo much as fufpeded tf)^t there was any thing 
extravagant in his piece : he dedicates it to the 
duchefs of Cleveland with the* fame fsmpljcity 
and want of art with which he v^rote it ; he con- 
^atiilates thar lady upon having had two chil- 
dren by Charles the Second. 

Short Rbflexxons^ 

We are fully fenfible how much the Mcni- 
mia of Racine in Mithridates, fs inferior to the 
Monimia of Mr. Thomas Orway ; it is the 
6mc iuthor who wrote Venice Prefcrved : it is 
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n pity this Venice Prcfcrved has not been tranA 
lated with exadnefs ; we are deprived of a fena-> 
tor who bites the legs of his miftrefs, who plays 
the dog, who barks, and is whipt out of doors; 
we ihould likewife have had the pleafure of fee* 
ing a fcafFold, a wheel, a prieft who comes to 
exhort captain Pierre at his execution, and who 
is abufcd and bid to go about his bufmefs by tho 
latter ; there are many other ftrokcs of th;s na- 
ture, which the tranflator has omitted in com* 
pliance with our falfc delicacy,. 

Wc cannot fufficicntly lament that the tranf- 
Jator has, with the fame cruelty, dcpi ivcd us of 
the fincft fcenes of Shakefpeare's Ochcilo. With 
what pleafure (hould we have feen the firft fcene 
at Venice, and the kfl at Cyprus! Firfl of all| 
a Moor runs-away with the daughter of a fcna- 
tor : lago, the Moor Vofficer, runs tathe win- 
dow of the father*s boufe ', the father appears in 
bis fliirt at the window, ** Zounds, (ays he^ 
*^ put on your cloaths ; a black ram hat got 
*^ upon your white ewe ; come, come, rife and 
*^ come down, or the. devil will make you a 
^ grandfire#. 

Senator. 

<* What's the matter, what would you be at i 
Are you a mad man ? 

Iago. 

*' Zounds^ Sir, are you one of thofc who 
^^ would not ferve God if the devil foibid them ? 
** We arc come to do you a fcrvice, ard you 
** take us for ruffians ; 1 tell you your daughter 
•* will be covcr'd by a Barbary horf*; ; your 
*' grand-children will neigh after you, and Aiii- 
^^ can nags will be yourcoufin germans. 
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Senator. 

♦* What profane rogue talks to me at this 
«» rate ?" 

Iago. 

*• Krtow that your daughter Defdemona and 
** the Moor Othello now make the beaft with 
" two backs." 

This fame Iago accompanies to Cyprus the 
Moor Othello and the lady Defdemona, whom 
the fenate of Venice kindly grants, in f fpight 
of the father, for a wife to the Moor, whom 
they appoint governor of Cyprus. 

Scarce are they arrived in that ifland, when 
Iago undertakes to make the Moor jealous of 
hi3 wife, and to infpire him with a fufpicion of 
her fidelity. The Moor begins to feel fome in- 
quietude, he makes the following reflexions* • 
** After all, fays he, what fenfe had I of the 
*' pleafure that others had given her, and of her 
^^ debauchery ? I did not fee it, it did not hurt 
" me, I flept as well as qfual. When a thing has • 
** been llolen from us of which we had no oc- 
**cafion, if we are ignorant of the theft, we 
** have loft nothing. I had been happy if the 
** whole army, and -even the pioneers, had en- 
** joyed her, fo as I had known nothing of the 

** matter. Oh no — farewell all content — 

** farewell the plumed troops, farewell the proud 
** war that makes a virtue of ambition, farewell 
** the neighing fteeds and the (brill trumpets, 
*« the fife that pierces the ear, and the drum 
««^that excites the cburagCj the royal banner,, 

f This is falfe, for Brabantio, in Shakefpeare, confents • 
to the match as foon as his daughter declares ia favour of 
DlhdJo. 
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*' and all the ranks, pride, pomp, and various 
^' circunoftances of glorious war ; and you, you 
^' mortal engines, whofe rude throats imitate 
^^ thofe of the immortal Jupiter ; farewell, 
■^ Othello has now no occupation.^ 

This is another of the admirable pafiagm i\^ 
fiinguifhed by Pope's commas. 
Iago. 

^* Is it poflible, my Lord ?•** 

Othello, taiiftg him by theihruit: 

^ Villain, prove that my wife's a whore, give 
^^ me an^ocular proof of it ; or by the worth of 
^ the eternal foul of man» it would have becft 
*' better for you, you bad been bom a dog.*^ 
Iago. 

*^ This office by no means pleafes me ; but 
^' fince I have gone fo far through pure honefty 
*^ and friendOiip for you, I will proceed. I lay 
^^ the other night with your lieutenant Caffio;. 
*^ and could not fleep for the tooth- ach. Yoo 
<^ cannot but know that there are people fo loofc 
<< of foul, that in their deep they talk of their 
^< affairs) Caifio is one of thefe : he faid in his 
>< fleep. Dear Defdemona, let us be careful^ 
^* let us hide our loves. In fpeaking, he took 
^^ me by the hand, he patted me, he cried. Oh,. 
*' charming creature ! he kifled me with tranf- 
** port, as if he had by the roots torn up kifles- 
*^ planted upon my lips, he put his f thighs upoa 
^* my legs, he fighed, he breathed (hort, he 
*< kiffed me, he cried out, Curft fate which bis 
*' given you to. the Moor !" 

Upon thefe proofs, fo very decently relate4». 
and the handkerchief of Othello, which Caffio 

4 Wrpog tnuUUud» 
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had found by acei'dene» the Moorifli seneral 
ftranglet bit wife in her bed; but he ici&i her 
before he putt her to death. ** Come, iays he, 
^die thou whore/* *' Ah, kill me to^moriow* 
«* let me live to-night," fays (he. " Wretch, 
.♦« if you ftir'* — cries he. ** Give nrte but one 
♦« half hour," fay* (he. **No"— -artfwefa he. 
^ After that I will delay you no longer 1 let me 
«* at leaft fay me prayers/' fays (he. << No, it 
«^ is too late" anfwers Othello. He ftrangl^ 
hers and Defdemona, after (he is ftrangled, erica 
eut that (he is innocent. 

When Dedemona is dead, the fenate recalls 
Othello : he is fetzed in order to be carried to 
Venice to take his trial. ** Hold, fays he, a 
** word or two : Tell the fenate, that one day 
*^ at Aleppo I found a turban'd Turk, who- 
<< beat a Venetian, and made a ieft of the re- 
** public ; I took bv the beard the circumcifed 
** dog, and fmote bim thus." At tbefe words, 
be ftabs himfelf. 

A French tranflator, who has givenru^ (Iretchea 
of feveral £ngli(h pieces, and amongft others, 
of the Moor of Venice, partly in vcrfe, partly 
in profe, has not tranflated any of thefe impor- 
tant paflfages which we have laid before our 
leaders i he makes Oihello exprefs himfelf 
thus: 

Vartti^i/I pat fiit pour tmii c^efi unfarj qiajt 

hais% 
Ditis liur qu^Othllo pius amouriux qmCogit 

f^uoiqui epou s'adori^ jaloux jufques a fa rage^. 
rmpi par un efclavt, aveygli par Cerrtur 
Imtnohfon opoufty l^fji per fa U cmur^ 

H 6 Vto< 
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Art I deteft« I all dtfguife abhor. 
iSay that Othello, more in love than wifef, 
imposed on by a flave , with error blind, 
MurderM hii wife, then pierc'd hit guilty brea(^; 

Tbere is not a word of tMi in the original r. 
Part fCtJl pas fait pour moi, is taken from th« 
fraeedy of Zara, but the reft it nor. 

The reader now^ has it in hit power to decide 
the difpute for pre-en)inence between the tra* 
gedies of London and Parii • 

•♦♦♦•ee«#e#ee#«e »«e«t 

OP 

The feveral Revolutions, 

Which have happentd in the 

TRAGIC ART. 

WHO would think it, that the tragic ait 
is partly due to Minos ! if one of the 
infernal judgei is the inventor of this fpecics of 
poetry, it is no wonder it (bouid be of a natiife 
feme what gloomy : a more i^Ay origin is, gene* 
rally fpcaking, afligned to it. 'I'hcfpis and other 
drunkards are thoufsht to have introduced thia 
ihcw amongfl the Greeks at the time of vin- 
tage ; but if we may credit what Plato fayi in hie 
dialogue, entided Minos, there were dramatic 
pieces played during the reign of this prince. 
Thefpis carried his adora about in a cart. But 
i4I^Ci'ctc and othci countries, long before the 
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»ge of Thefpb, adors performed only in tbo 
temples. Tragedy, at its firft invention, was 
confecrated to the godsj hence the hymns of the 
chorus's almoft always turn upon ihe praifes of 
the gods in the tragedies of ^fchyluf, Sophocles, 
and Euripides. A poet was not permitted to 
prefent the public with a piece till he was for.y^ 
years of age ; they were called Tragedidajlaloii 
djAo's in tragedy. Their works were rcpiefcnt* 
ed only at the time of the great feilivals ; tho 
money fpent by the public upon thefe fpeiSacles 
was a facred treafure. 

Eubulus, or Eubolis, or Eby1ys,made a law to 
punifh with death whoever (hould propofe apply- 
ing this money to prophane purpofes. For this 
reafon Demoflhenes, in his fecond Olynthian, 
ufes fo much caution and addrefs in order to en*» 
gage the Athenians to fpend this money in the 
war againft Philip j it is much the fame thing as 
if an attempt (hould be made in Italy to pay fol- 
diers with the treafure of our lady of Loretto. 

Thefe public diverfions were, amongft the 
Greeks, conneded with their religious ceremo- 
nies. It is well known that amongft the Egyp- 
tians, fongs, dances and reprefentaiions madean 
cffcntial part of the ceremonies reputed facred. 
The Jews borrowed ihefe cuftoms of the Eg) p- 
tians, as every ignorant and baibarous nation en- 
^avours to imitate its learned and polite neigh- 
bours ; hence thofe JewiOi feflivals, thofe dances 
of priefts before the ark, thofe trumpets, thofe 
hymns, and fo many other ceremonies entirely 
£gyptian. 

This is not all ; the truly great tragedies, the 
aweful and terrible reprefentations were facred 
oyftcries wbiQh were celebrated in the greateft 
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temples of the earth in the prefence pF the ini- 
tiated alone ; there the habits, the decorations, 
and the machines, were adapted to the fiTbjeA, 
and the fubjed: related to the prefent life as well 
as to that which is to come. 

At iirft it was a great chorus, at the head of 
which was the Hierophanres : *^ Prepare, cried 
^ be, to fee with the eyes of the foul^ the go* 
^ vernor of the univerfe. He is fingle, be is a- 
<< lone felf-ex'tftent, and all other beings owe 
** their exigence to him ; he extends his power 
<* and his works every where ; he fees all things^ 
^ he cannot be feen by mortals." 

This ftrophe was repeated by the chorus ; ft* 
lence was kept for fome time after ; this was a 
true prologue. The piece began by darknefs 
fpread over the theatre ; afiors appeared by the 
feeble glimmering of a lamp; they wandered 
upon mountains, and defcended into caves ; they 
bit one another ; they marched like wild people; 
their difcourfe and their geftures cxprelled the 
uncertainty of human conduSt and all the errors 
of our lives. The fcene changed ; hell appeared 
in all its horror ; criminals confefl'ed their crime?, 
ttnd acknowledged the juftice of divine ven- 
geance. Of this Virgil gives an admirable dc- 
tiil, in the fixth book of his ^neid, which is 
nothing clfe but a dcfcription of the myflerics ; 
and this proves that he is not in the wrong in 
putting thefe words in the mouth of Phlegias : 

Be juft ye mortals, and the gods revere. 

The fool in Scarron makes a miftake when be 
fays : 

This was indeed faid very well. 
But what's advice, when giv'n In htXii 

It 
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It wai of ufe fo the ipe£)atorf* At lad (he 
Elyllan fieldi , inhabited by ihe juft^ ^^re feen : 
ihey Tung the ^oodneft of Go6^ of one only God 
the arcbitedlof the univerfe; they inflrufled the 
ft>e£lato;8 in all their dutici. In this manner 
Stobeui fpeaki of tbefe fublime exhibitioni^ of 
which fome faint tracei ar€ to be found in the 
Scattered fragments of anriquiry* 

Amongil the Romania comedy wai admitted 
after the firft Punic war, in order to accomphfli 
a vow which wai made in order to avert a plague^ 
and to appeafe the godi» a» Livy informs ui in - 
bit feventh book. It was a very folemn aSt of 
religion. The pieces of Li vius Andronicus made 
apart of the holy ceremony of the fecular games. 
Tnere never wu a theatre without images of the 
gods and altars. 

The Chriftians held the Pagan ceremonies in 
(he fame horror with the Jews, though they re- 
tained fome of them. The firft fathers of the 
church were deftrous of fcparating the Chriflians 
from the Gentiles in tvcry refpe£l ', they de« 
claimed loudly againd exhibitions. The theatre^ 
which was the place of refiJence of the inferior 
divinities of the amients, appeared to them the 
dcviri empire. TcrtuHian the African, fays, tn 
his book concerning theatrical exhibitions, thut 
^ l*he devil raifes adiors upon bufkins to give 
•* the lye to Jcfus Chrift, who ha> declared that 
^* no man can add a cubit to h\% (Vaturc/' St. 
Gregory of Nazianzen opened aChridian theatre, 
as we are told by Sozomencs; one St. Apollina- 
rius did as much ; it is Sozomeocslik^wifc who 
informs us of this in his ecclrri4flical hiftory. 
The fubie£ls of thcfc pieces were taken from the 
Old and New Tcftament '1 it (cccsvt \zvv^^ v"^ 
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bable that a tradition concerning thefe theatrical 

perfornHUices- gave rife to the myfteries which 

were for fome time reprefenced alniuft all over 

Europe. 

Cafttlvetro aflures us,, itx Mb Treat ife upon 
Poetry, that the. paflion of JcTus Cbrift was 

fiiayed from time immemorial throughout all 
tal/. We imitated thefe' reprefentations of the 
Italians, from whom we derivcr every art ^ and 
we began to imitate them very late; a3 we have 
done in all the liberal as well as mechanical 
arts-.. 

We did not begin thefe exercifes till about th« 
fourteenth century: the citizens of Paris made 
their firfteflays at St. Maur. The myfteries were 
reprefented at Paris upon the entry of Chades VI. 
in the year 1380. 

It is generally thought that thefe pieces 
were fcandalous exhibitions, indecent pleafantries 
upon the myfteiics of our holy religion, upon a 
God's being born in a ftable, upon the ox and 
the afs, upon the flar that guided the three 
kings, upon thoGe Icings themfelves, upon the 
jcaloufy of Jofeph, &c. We may form a judg- 
ment of this from our Chriftn.as gambols, 
which are pleafantries as cornic a-^ blameable, 
and improper upon all thefe ineffable events. 
Almort every body has heart! of the verfcs with 
which one of thefe tragedies concerning the 
Paflion begins : 

Matthitu ? Plait- il Dicu ? 
P rends ton epUu. 
Prendraije aujji mon (pie ? " 
Qui ^ fuis mot en Galile, 

Mat^ 
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Alatthf w ? thy will God let me know. 
Take up your ftafF without delay. 

Shall I not take my fword alfo? 
Do» and to Galilee take thy way. 

It is faid, that in the trapedy of the Refur- 
is^«£lion, an angt-l fpeaks to God the Father in 
tr^rms that are abfolutcly blafphemous. 

There is not a word of this in the myftcriou* 
pieces which have reached our times ; thcfe 
wofks were, for the moft part, extremely fc- 
tious ; there was nothing worthy of cenfare in 
them, but the uncouth language fpokcn in thofe 
days : they confided of the holy fcripture re- 
duced to dialogues,, and reprefented in actions ; 
in them, chorufes fung the praifes of God : 
there was more pomp and magnificence of de-^ 
coration upon the (lage than was ev^r fcen by. 
tts; the city company confided of above a htm* 
dred adors, exclufive of attendants^ fervants» 
and fcene- drawers : accordingly the houfe was 
crowded* and a fingle box, for the time of 
I«ent, was hired for twenty crowns, even be- 
fore the eftabliibment of the Hotel de Bour* 
gogne. This appears from the regifter of- the 
parliament of Paris for the year 1541. 

Preachers complained that their fermons were 
AO longer frequented, for the monologue was 
always jealous of the dralogue : the fermons 
were very hr from beipg as decent as the dra* 
natic pieces of thofe ages : thofe who defire to 
be convinced of this, need only read the fermons^ 
of Menot^, and of ail his cortemporarics^ , 

la 
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In 1541, however, the attorncy-pcncral, by 
his rcqulfuion of the (yh of November, main- 
tains, in article (he 2d, that ^^ Sermons are 
** much mf re decent than myfteries, as tKcy are 
•* preached by divines, of learning and t&now- 
^* ledge ; whereas the a£l9 are exhibited by 
•• illiterate pcrfon?/^ 

Without entering into any longer detail upoit 
the myfterics, and the moral pieces that fiKcecd- 
ed them, it will be fuiTicitnt to fay, (hat the 
Italians, \^ho firft exhibited thefc plavs, w^r« 
the firft who rclinquiflicd them: canfinal Bi- 
biena, pope Leo X. and the archbifhop Trif- 
fino, reflored the theatre of the Greeks as farav 
they were able ; there was not then an infolenc 
pedant to be founds who had the impudence to» 
think he could brand the art of Sophocles^ 
which the popes themfelves had- undertook tti^ 
revire in Rome. 

The city of Viccnza, in 15 14, was at i fM 
expenee to reprcfent the firft tragedy that baJ 
Been feen in Rome finee the downfal of the em^ 
pire : it was played in the townhoufe^ and fpec-^ 
ntor$ repaired to it from the extremities of Iiatir* 
The piece is the work of the archbifliol^ Trn- 
fine ; it is nobIe» regular, and wrote with purity 
of language : it has choruflTes ; the fpirit of aii^' 
tiquity breathes through it : the author may» 
however, be reproached tor his prolix decla- 
mation, his want of inrriguc, and languor; 
thcfe were the faults of the Greeks ; he tnpUd 
them too much in their faults, but he attained 
to fome of their cxcellenciei. Two years aftcr^ 
the pope, Leo X. caufed the Rofamonda of 
Kuccclai to be reprcfeated at Florence, with a 

raag- 
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rificence greatly furpafling that of Vicenza^ 
Italy was divided between Ruccelai and Trif- 
fino. 

Comedy rofc long before by the genius of car- 
dinal Hibiena, who gave the Calandra in 148a. 
After him came the comedies of the immortal A-^ 
riofto, then the famous Mandragora of Mac- 
chiavel ; in fine, the tafte for paftoral prevailed. 
The Aminta of Taflb had the fuccefs it deferved, 
and* the Paftor fido had ftill greater. An hun- 
dred paflages of the Paftor fJo both formerly 
were, and ftill are known^by heart all over Eu- 
rope ; they will pafs to the lateft pofterity ; no-, 
thing is really excellent but what all nations ac- 
knowledge to be To : that people is to be pitied 
that is fmgle in admiring its muftc, its paintings 
its eloquence^ or jts poetry .. 

Whilft: the Paftor fido charmed all Europe^ 
whilft' whole fcenes of it were repeated everyi- 
where, wbilft it was tranflatcd into aU the hn«' 
mages of Europe, in what a ftate were polite 
meratare and the theatres in other countries i 
They were in the fame ftate in which we werd 
all, that is, in a ftate of barbarifm*.. The Spar* 
niards had their autos facramentalss^ thai is, their 
facramental a£ls. Lopez de Vega» a genius 
worthy to be the reformer of that age, was fub*^ 
dued by his age : he fays, that, in order to 
pleafe^ he is under a neceffity of locking up an- 
cient authors of merit, left they (hould reproach 
bioi with his abfurdities : in one of his befl: 
pieces,^ entitled Don Raymond, this Don Ray- 
mond, fon to the king of Navarre, is difguifcd 
like a clown ; the Infanta of Leon, his miftrefs, 
is^diiguifed like afaggot-maker >. a prince of Leon 

like 
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lite a pilgrim. The fccnc is partly laid at a 

public houfe. 

With regard to the French, what were their 
favourite booi:s and theatrical exhibitions? 
Garagantua's Chapter upon Bum- fodder, the 
Oracle of the B Jtile, and the pieces of Cnriftiati 
and Hardy. Seventy two years paflVd from the 
time of Jodellc, who in the reipn of Henry IL 
had made a vain attempr to revive the art of the 
C5reeks, without atiythlngfupportab'e being opcc 
produced by the Fjcnch : at lart, Mairer, gen- 
tleman to the duke of Montmorenci, after hav- 
ing long ftrugglcd with the depraved ta(le of hif 
age, compoied his tragedy of SophonKba, which 
has not the leaft refcmblancc to that of the arch- 
biihop of Tridino. It is fomewhat fingular, 
that the revival of the theatre, and of the rules 
of dramatic poetry, Ihould begin both in Italf 
and FTance by a piece entitled Sophonifba. This 
piece of Mairet's is the firft we have in which 
the three unities are not violated ; it ferved ^s a 
model to mod of the tragedies which were wrote 
afterwards: it was played in 1629, a little be- 
fore Corneille began to cultivate tragedy ; and 
k was fo well likcd^ notwithftandrng its faults, 
that the piece which Corneille afterwards wrote 
upon the fame fubje£^, had no fuccefs ; there- 
fore that of Mairet opened the true carriere of 
tragedy, into which Rotrou entered, and this 
poet furpafTed his maftcr : his tragedy of Win- 
ceflius is (^ili played ; it is indeed a very faulty 
piece, but the fiift fccne of it, and alm'jfi ail 
ihe fourth ad>, are matter-pieces. 

Corneille afterwards made his appearance; 
hib Mffdea, which is mcerly declamatory, had 
icme fuccel's ; but the Cid, an imitation of a 

S^iani(b 
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^anifh tragedy, was the firft piece whofe repu- 
tation was extended beyond France, and that 
obtained all AifFrages, except thofe of cardinal 
de Richelieu and Scuderi. Every body knows 
to what pitch of fublimity Corneille foared in 
the fine fcenes of the Horatii and Cinna, in the 
characters of Cornelia and Severus, and in the 
fifih aft of Rodogune, If Medea, Parthariie, 
Theodore, CEdipus, Berenice, Surena, Otho, 
Sophonifba, Pulcheria, Agefilaus, Aitila, Don 
Sancho, and the Golden Fleece, were altogether 
unworthy of him ; his fine pieces, and the ad- 
mirable pafTages fcattered up and down in the 
* indifferent ones, will caufe him to be always 
juftly confidered as the father of tragedy. 

It is unneceflary to fpeaic here of the poet 
who rivaled and even furpafled this great man, 
whtn his genius began to decline. Authors 
vere then no longer allowed to negicft Ian* 
guage and the art of verfification in their tra- 
gedies ; and whatever was not written with the 
elegance of Racine was defpiled. 

It is true, we have been reproached, and not 
without reafon, that our theatre was an eternal 
fchool of gallantry, and of a fort of coquetry 
which has in it nothing of a tragic nature. Cor- 
neille has been juftly cenfured for having made 
Thcfeus and Dirce talk of love during the time 
of the plague ; for having ^ut little ridiculous 
pieces of coquetry in the mou:h of Cleopatra ; 
and finally, for having almofl aJA^ays treated 
love in an unaffe£ling manner in his woiks, 
without ever making it a firong pafTion, except 
in the phrerzy of Camilla, and the tender fcenes 
of the Cid, which he borrowed from the Guilen 
de Caflro, and embellifhed. The elegant Ra- 
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cine was not reproached with infipid courtftiip 
and low expreffions { but it was foon perceived 
that almoft all his pieces, as well ai thofe of 
fuccceding authors, contained a declaration of 
love, a quarrel, a reconciliation, and a fcene of 
jealoufy. It has been aflerted, that this uni- 
formity of little unaffefling intrigues would have 
greatly debafed the tragedies of this amiable 
poet, if he had not known how to conceal this 
deftd by all the charms of poetry, the graces of 
di£lion, the fweetnefs of a foft eloquence, and 
all the refources ^f art. 

Amongft the (Iriking beauties of our theatre, 
there was another concealed dckA which waa 
not perceived, becaufe the public could not of 
itfelr have ideas fuperior to thofe of thefe great 
maders. This deiefl was firft taken notice of 
'by St. Evremont : he fays that ** our pieces do 
** not make an impreflion fufficiently ftrong ; chat 
^^ what (hould excite compaffion, caufes at moft 
^* only tender nefs; that emotion holds the 
«« place of agitation, aftonifliment of horror; 
*^ and that our fentimcnts are almoft always de- 
*< ffftive in the profound." 

It mud be acknowledged that St. Evremont 
has laid his finder upon the fecret wound of the 
French theatre : critics may talk ever fo much 
of St. Evremoni's btinj» the author of ihe wretch- 
ed comedy of Sir Politic Wou'd-be, and of that 
of the opera ; that his little poems, wrote for 
the amufement of company, are the mofl infipid 
of any extant in our language, that he only pid- 
d!f-d with phrafcs ; nolwithftanding all this, an 
author cntiicly deftitute of genius, may have a 
connJerablc (hare of penetration and tafte. He, 
iloubilcfii, fliewcd a very juA tade when he thus 
3 dtf. 
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^fcovero.l the caufe why moft of our pieces are 
fo Janguifliing. 

We have almoft always wanted a degree of 
«rarmth ; every other quality we poflefs. The 
fource of this languor, of this weak monotony 
was partly that little fpirit of gallantry then fo 
4lear to the couf tierS) and to women which con- 
verted tragedy into converfations in the fpiric 
of thofe of Clelia. Other tragedies were feme* 
times long political debates; thefe have fpoiled 
Sertorius, rendered Otho altogether infipid, 
and have made Surena and Attila quite infup* 
-portable. But another reafon prevented authors 
from employing much of the pathetic upon tlic 
ftage, and tnade it impoHible for an adion repre- 
femed to be conopleatly tragic ; this was thecon- 
Arufk'ion of the theatre, and the narrownefs of 
the place of exhibition. Oijfr theatres were in 
comparifon of thofe of the Greeks and Romans, 
what our market places, our Greve, and our 
little village fountains, to which water-carriers 
repair to hll their pails, are in comparifon of the 
aquedudls, the fountains of Agrippa, the Forum 
Trajani, the Colifeum and the Capitol. 

C5ur theatres deferved excommunication, no 
doubt, when buffoons hired a tennis-court to play 
Ctnna upon boards, and when thefc ignorant 
creatures, drefled like mountebanks, perfonated 
Caefar and Auguflus in full-bottomed wigs and 
laced hats. 

The ftage was then altogether low and defpi- 
cable. Comedians had a patent, they bought a 
tenniicourt, they formed a company as mer- 
chants form a fociety. This was not the theatre 
of Pericles. What could they perform upon 
^QOt a fcore of boards loadcn with fpc£iators ? 

What 
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What pooip or magnificence could entct^in Ae 
e)e ? \/hat grand theatrical a<5lion could becar« 
ried into execution ? What liberty coulJ the 
imagination of the poet enjoy f There was a ne- 
ceifity for pieces to conkft of long narratives ; 
a dramatic piece was rather a concatenation of 
converfations than an a£lion. Every performer 
%vas dcfirous of (hining in a long foliloquy ; they 
rejeded a piece that was without fuch : Cor- 
ncille was cA)!iged to open his tragedy of Cinna 
with Emi)i4*s unnecefTary folilo<]uy, which u 
now omirtcd. 

l^his form excluded all theatrical a^^ion, all 
cmphatical expreilians of che paflions, thofeftrik- 
in| pictures of huoian mifery, thofe terrible and 
affecting flrokss which tear the heart; 'it was 
only tourhed by the puefy it Ihould have leen 
torn. Declamation, which, till the time of 
tnademo'il'llc La Couvrcur was a mf afured re- 
citative, a noted fong in a manner obftrudied f)i i 
farther thofe Tallies of nature which are ftprefcnt- 
ed by a word, by an attitude, by filer ce, by a 
cry which cfcapes in the a/iguifh of gri.f. Tot.'e 
ihckes were firft made known to us by cia- 
demoifelle Durr.efnil, when in Meropr, w'th 
diftradtd eyes and a broken voice, (he, raifin; 
her trenr.biing hand, prepared to f^crificc her own 
fon ; when Narb^s ftonped her ; when, lefirg 
her dagger f«ll, fhe w»s (cct to fairit away in rr.e 
arms of iicr women ; v%lica (be fhrtcd fromth;s 
monic;ita«'y death wi:h the trarifp:irts of a mo- 
ther, anJ when af:c'r Awards, darting forward ta 
Ful.f'jntcs and eroding the fiage iii an infisnt, 
(l.^*, with tears in her eyes, a face as pale as 
death, thick fobs, and arms extended, aied 
our, ** Barbate^ il eft mon fits \^* *• Wseich, he 

4< is 
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"•* 'if toy fon." Wc have fcen Baron, his de- 
portment was noble and becoming^; but that was 
his whole excellence. Mademoifelle La Couv- 
reur had grace, jud expreflSon, fimplicity, truth 
and dignity, combined with eafe^ but for the 
gcand pathetic of a(Stion, we faw the firft in- 
ftance of it in mademoifelle Dumefnil. 

Something ftill fuperior, if poflible, we have * 
feen in madcrnoifelle Clairon, and the player 
who a£b Tancred in the third adt of the piece 
of that name, and Utthe end of the fifth; fouls 
were never agitated by fuch violent emotions, 
never were tears flied in greater abundance. The 
perfcflion of the player's art (hewed itfelf upon 
thofe two occafions with a force, of which, iil4 
then, we had no idea ; and mademoifelle Clai" 
ron mufl be allowed to have furpafTed all the 
painters in the kingdom. 

If in -the fourth ad of Mahomet there hail 
been young players who could form themfelves 
upon this great model, a Seid who could be at 
once enthufiaft and tender, fierce through fana- 
ticifm, humane by nature, who knew how to 
fb udder and to weep; a Palmira animated, com- 
paffionate, terrified, trembling at the crime Q)c 
16 going to commit ; who could feel horror, 
repentance, and defpair, at the moment the crime 
is committed ; a father, truly fo, who fhould 
appear to ha^e the bowels, the voice, and the 
deportment of a father ; a father, who fliould ac<^ 
knowledge his two children in his two mur- 
derers, who (hould embrace them (hedding teats 
with his blood ; who fiiould mix his tears with 
thofe of his childien, who (hould rife to cU({) 
tiiem in his arms, who (hculd fJi back and 
throw hioifelf upon them ; in fine, if there wasi 
1 v*v.\^ 
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cverjr thing that the natural horror of deaili caa 
furnifti a piAure with, thti fiiuation would even 
iurpafs (hofe already mentioned. 

It if but a few yean fince players b^ve ven* 
tured to be what they (bould be, that is, living 
pictures ; before they declaimed. We know, 
and the public knows it better than we do, that 
poets (bould not be too lavifti of chofe terrible 
and (hocking anions which make the greaceft 
imprefion when they are well introduced and 
properly managed, but are quite impertinent 
when tney have no relation to the fabjed. A 
piece badUf wrote, wbofe plot is badly unra- 
veiled, oUcure, loadeo with incredible incidents, 
which has no other merit but that which panto- 
snime and decorations bellow upon it, b a dif* 
gufting monfter 

Place a tomb in Semiramif, dare to make the 
glioft of Ninus appear, let Ninias come out of 
that tomb with his arms ftaintd with bis mo* 
thers blood ; all that will be allowed you. Ref- 
peStf for antiquity, mythology, the msjefty of 
the fubjed, the hcinoufneis of titecrime, fome^ 
thing gloomy and terrible, which breathes thro' 
ihat tragedy from iti very opening, carry the 
ipediator, in imagination, far from his age and 
country ; but -do not often take fuch lit^rtiei, 
kt them be rsre and Irt them be indifpenfable ; 
«f they arc idly laviflied, ChC; will make fpe^tors 
laugh. 

'l!he abufe of theatrical action may maketra* 
frniy become barbatous. What it then to be 
done ? VVc (hould cautiouly avoid all rocks ; 
but M it is cafier to rnsLe a hne decoration iban 
a fine fcene, and to direct performers what al- 
titudes lu allumc than to wfiie well, it is pro-* 

babla 



Wl L t lAM V A D B. 171 

%ftUe that authors will fpoil tragedy whilft they 
"Aink they are bringing it to perfeAion. 

ParalliliitweinHoK ACt^ BoiLEAU>tf/u/PopE» 

The Encyclopedic Joamal, tme of the mod: 
"curiout and inftrudive of Europe, gives us an 
account of a parallel between Horace, Boileau, 
and Pope, wrote in England : it mentions the 
verfes aiddrefled to the king of Pruffia, in which 
Pope is preferred to the French as well as the 
Roman poet. 

^^elquis traits ichappi% tTmne utile morale 
Dansleurs picquans ecrits brillent par intervalle j 
Atais P9pe approfondit ce qu'ils ont effieure : 
D^un efprit plus bardi^ dun pas plus ajfeuri 
II porta lejiamkeau dans fabinu ae litre \ 
£t tbomnu avec luifiul apprit a/e conno'itre. 

Oft with ioftrudive and with moral lines. 
Brightly each finiOi^d compofition fliines ; 
But P6pe, poflefo'd of genius more profound. 
What lightly they ikimtki'd over knew to found. 
Cr'ght in th* abyis of being firft he brought ; 
And man by him to know himfelf was taught. 

Thefe lines are to be found at the beginning 
-of the Poem upon the Law of Nature ; a work 
atoocephilofophical and moral, in which poetry 
reaffumes its firft intention, namely, that of 
teaching virtue, the love of our neighbour^ and 
indulgence; and in*which the author explains 
the principles of that xiniverfal law which God 
has implanted in all our hearts. We agree with 
Cbe author, that the Eflay oq Man of the cele- 
I 2 U^teA. 
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hntcd Pope is in excellent work, and that nei<* 
ther Horace, Boiicau, nor any other poet, have 
produced any thing of the kind. Koufleau it 
t^e firft that made an attempt fomewhat fimilaft 
in a poem entitled, *^ No body knowt why, an 
<* allegory i" he does his beft tb explain the 
lyfiem of Plato : but how weak and languifliing 
is that work ! it is neither poetry nor philolbphy.; 
there is neither proof nor painting in it* 

Vhomme iff les dieux de tmfouffle tmimn^ 

Du mime efprit divtrfement formez^ 

Furent douez par ta bonti fertile^ 

D'un chakur plus vivi ou moimsfertili^ 

Selcn Us corps ou plus vifs ou plus UntSf 

^ui de leurs feu retardint les elans '^ 

rar ces degrees de lumiere iregali^ 

Tufus remplir le vuide (^ rinier^ali 

^uife trouvait oh magnifiaue roi 

Ve fhomme an dieux ^ de dieuxjufqui a toll 

£t dans ton oeuvre eclatante^ immortelle^ 

Ayant comhli ton idu eternelle^ 

7u fis du del la demeure de dieux 

Bt tu mis I'homme ilans ce terrejhe lieui 

Comme le terme i^ I'tquateur Je*>fildi 

De I'uniiers invtfible U vifibU. 

Gods and immortals by thy^'fifeinflam'J, 
J}y the fame fpirit differently framed ; 
'\ hy power endu'd them, whom it could create 
With a more lively or lcf> fabtile hear, 

ifuft a3 the bodies iirc more quick or flow, 
^iac'd (o retard the {\a'\ that fiom them ti^^ \ 
Thus by light plac'd in a gr^fdation due, 
Gfcat king, to fill the njighiy vo;d you knew, 

Tbtt 
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That mighty void which Reafon's eye can fee 
*Twixt men and gods, betwixt the gods and thee 
When in that work with evVy wonder fraught. 
Complete was made the image of thy thooght ; 
Heaven wiih the prefence of the gods was graced. 
And man on this lerreftrial ball was plac'd j 
Who, like ih' equator's circle, ftands betwcea 
The world that's viFible and that unfeen. 

It it no wonder fuch a poem (hould have lain 
in oblivion; it is, as appears by this quotation, 
a heap of fuftian, confifting of improper terms, 
a concatenation of unmeaningepithets in dry and 
rugged profe, which the author has turned into 
'rhyme. 

Very different from this Is the Eflay of Pope ; 
poetry never prefentcd fo many great ideas in (o 
few words: 'tis thr phn of the lords Shaltef- 
bary and Bolirrgferrcice, carried into execution* 
by the moft conlummate artift : accordingly it is 
tranQated into altnod all the languages ot Eu- 
rope. We do not enter into the queiiion, wbe« 
ther this complete performance is orthodox ; 
whether even its boldnefs has not in fome mea- 
fure contributed to jts extraordinary falc; whe- 
ther it does not fap the foundation of the chrif- 
tian religion, by endeavouring to prove, that 
things are exadly in the ftate in which they 
(hould be ; and whether this fyftem does not 
overturn the dogma of the fall, and the holy 
fcripiures. We do not profefs theology, we 
leave it to thofe that do to refute Pope, Shaftef- 
bury, Bolingbroke, Leibnitz, and other great 
men ; we confine ourfelves. entirely to philofo- 
phy and poetry. We prefume, with a view of 
1 3 ^^i"S 
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beine ioflruAed^ to a& how we are to uoderftaiKf 

thii Tincy 

<* All partial evil univerfal good.*^ 

It is a firange untverral good that it compofed 
cf the fufferingi of each individual ! Let him 
that is able omlerfiand this. Did Bolingbroke 
well underOand himfelf when he di^eftcd this 
fyftem i What is the meanine of this maxim ? 
** Whatever is, is riaht." Is it true with re- 
gard CO us ? Doubueft it is. not. Is it true with* 
regard to God f It is ceruin that God does not 
fuffer bv our ills. What then is at the boaom 
of this Platonic reverie ? It is a chaoty like all 
other fyfiems, but it has been adorned with dia^ 
inorW?. 

With regard to the other ep»(llea of Pope, 
which admit of a comparifon with thofe of Ho* 
race and Boilesy, I vsrcttld gladly aik» i/ thfifc. 
t/;o auchofs, in their fatirei*, ever had recourfii 
fo the weapons of which Pope has made ufe. 
His polite treacmeot of lord Harvev, one of the 
moft amiable men in England, is lomewhat ex- 
traordinary i this is. the paflagc word for word ; 

^i Harvey trtmhU ! quiy f ietti Mi iihi ! 
rtarvey^ a frcmag$ monfait di hit d anejfi ? 
He las / il nt peut fentir nifatin ni raifo^^ 
^i voudrmtfain mourir un papiUonJiir la rtuit 
Pouitantji, vtuxfrapircitiipunaifivuanii$ a alk^ 

dorees^ 
Cct enfant de la boue qui Jif tint H am put^ 
Dint le h^urdonncmint faitgut Ui Oiaux ijpriti (f 

Us hellis^ 
^ui nepeut tater ni di Pi/prii nidi la kauU : 

Jinp 
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Alnfi r Etagneul bien elevife plait civiUmint 
A rMrdilkr le gibier quil n oft entamer^ 

Sonfourin etemel trahUfon vuidf 

Commi Us peiits ruiffeauxfe rident dans leurs cours^ 

Stit jquUl parle avic fin impuijfauce flQuric^ 

Soit qui cetti marionitte barbtuille Us mots qui U 

compere luifouffli^ 
Soit que crapaudjamilier a ForeilU ^Eve^ 
Moitie ecume^ mmtte venin^ Ufe crache lui-'mlmf 

en compagnie. 
En quolibetSy en politiques, contes^ en menfinges ; 
"Son efprit rouUjur des oui-dires^ entre ceci Q ceia\ 
Tantot haut^ tantot basy petit maitre ou petite nrnU 

Et lui-mime n*eji qitune viU antithefe ^ 

Et'^e amphibie qui enjcue Us deux roUs^ 

La iete frivoU & U c^ur gate 

Fat a la toiUtte^ fiateur chez U roi^ 

Tantot' trotte en lady^ tantot marche en mihrdi 

Ainfi Us rabbins ont peint U tentateur^ 

Avecface de cherubin ^ queiie defirpent. 

^a beaute vous cheque, vifuz voux defox ele fm 

efprit i 
Son efprit rampe li fa vanite Uche hpouffure^ 

Let Sporus tremble ! what, that thing of filk t 
Sporus, that mere white curd of afles milk ? 
Satire or fenfe, alas ! can Sporus feel ? 
Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel ? 
Yet let me flap this bug with gilded wings. 
This painted child of dirt that (links and flings^ 
Wbofe buzz the witty and the fair annoys, 
Yet wit ne'er taftes, and beauty ne'er enjoys : 
So well-bred Spaniards civilly delight 
In mumbling of the game they dare not bitew 

I 4 Eternal 
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ti^'n] ^tri'ci hi* crr.pffn^rA hcrray, 
A". (':./>,'/, fffcan s run rJimplint^ all the w;.;/. 
• • '::r.tr ir. fiovfJ i-Tr/Ottncc h-: fpcak^ 

^ ' <• •■'.€ car r,.' ^./c fani.lnt t()4*iy 

i:a'- ♦'r/f, r.ilf v'T'.ir , ^j;i'« hin.fcif ibrca-", 

"- :..'i fjy-'..-ic*y or f^.cfof J '••, 

?- :':, r* /.»■ .'.v.u^, cr r^;.nr:«^', or b:;f';)h'-fr.!-s : 

f :.: -y • ii,; f>:# fa^ ^crv/^'^.'? z!^// ar/l ////;, "j 

>. // . .•", r r, // >///, •' o'A ff.aftcr up, r.oy/n.i.'.. ^ 

.•1 r.* h:r..f-ir ore v > 2nti^^*fi : ] 

. • ** '■•: '?•', '^''. '^. '.i^t T"''.* ac*l» ?' ''i'h'T rirfj 

*♦ V i'tft-rrg tfiti rr rhccorrii;:?'''! fif.rf ; 

f .'i i! Trr f.-'-C, f:'.*'*''T at '.'.': 



• h'*;jf'J, 



i-^C- J'V 



:-*>.<:> ^vu, 
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V»*;c !r;i: can creep, anJ pride that Jl'ks ih:- d-?. 

It is ?r'j^. Pop* 11 d'Ccret^t fno!i2H no? M 

ra-i-.'tit r<;« hi'm 5^X/ru', whch v.p.iihc r.ifrc 
r:' ar» :.. < r-.-s yo.'ii'jU: (J Ncn/s : f;:k? r.^- 
tiic t^o^ f.-.^t mo/l (ifthtf: ir.vc^livcj arcIcrvcUrd 
ai tl:c petUm of IojcI Hj^ 
fc^ h fir »j iorepr<Jach fi 

frriciFij III 
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Mjocc to the fttje of BotltMi# %Uf ' 
jurtrly conclude, tbat poSucorft 9I»4 ifS4^ j --/ 
in cltiFcrcni countrirs } 

To render ihit d#erefice» wfckil iM^ J|f># 
art has nude between two -^'j*^***. *■ ^^ fnMtoir^ 
0ill f^ore evidtnC, if ^fi^U^ het i«« i^ Ainr 
ryei upon a liiera) Irififution of a f^4kgB m ib^ 
Duncud I ie if In the fccuod \^*hM* \\4W)i§$ 
had offered a prize for which rvef m/ k^$ (^ 
voarites Ibould conqt^cr the nil at a la^^^^ Xjf# 
London booltfcllcn arecompctiUifi ftif i^- r ^ 
one 15 LintuT^ who h fame whit twp 
perfon ; ihe other was Cui)^ a man 
than his anta^onift : ihcy ji^n, arn: 
confeqacnce : 

jfu mdUu du chrmi/t m tr^uve un UurhUr 
^t * maiiame Curl avalt praduk U mmin \ 
C'imt/a isutumcdtfi dtfalrt au kutr dt i'aurffM 
i)« man difm fmper lU^jant ia p^ru d//a vpJ^m, 
£i maib^unux Curl giijfi ^ la trQitpt p^^uji u^ 

grand €n\ 
X# ni^m d^ LtnUt rtfrnm dam uuu la rue ; 
Lt mkrimt Curl fji muchi dam la viUmt^ 
C^mfert d£ r^rduTi ^u'llalui mimtfcufm^ ifr* 

be middle w%y there flood a latr^ 

it^na cbanc*d tUt motn t> 
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Here TortunM Curl to Aide s loud fltoiK the 

band, 
And Bernard, Bernard, rings tbro' til the Strand. 
Obfcene with filth theflnifaeant lies bewray*d» 
Fairn in the plalh bis wickedncb bad laid. 

The picture of Indolence, in the Lutrin, b of 
another kind ; but we are told that uftcs are not 
to be difputed. 

Another conclufion which we will venture to 
draw from the compartfon of little detached 
poems with great poems, fuch as the epic and 
tragedy, is, that they (bould have their proper 
rank affigncd them. I cannot conceive how an 
epillle or an oJe can be compared to a dramatic 
piece of merit. Let an cpiftlc, or what is ftill 
more eafy to compofed, a fatire, or what it 
often infipid enough, an ode, be as well written 
as a' tragedy, theie is a hundred times more 
merit in tlie compofition of the latter, and more 
pleafure in feeing it, than in tranfcribing or read- 
ing cr>mmon-place morality: I fay common- 
place morality ; for all that can be faid upoi> 
moral fubiedls has been faid already. A good 
moral epiitlc teaches us nothing ; a well wrote 
ode ilill lefs; it may at bed amufe thofe who 
have a tafle for poetry about a quarter of ai^ 
houi ; but to create a fubjc£), to invent an in* 
tricate intrigue, and unravel it ; to yive each 
perfon of the drama his proper charafier, and fo- 
fupport it ; to conuive that none o.' chem fhould 
enter or make their exits without a reaibn vifiU# 
to all the fpecutors ; ntver to leave the ftate 
empty ; to make every one fay what he flwdd 
fay, with elevation but without bombaft^ ivitb 
fimplicity free frooi meaancfs > to compofe fine' 

vcrfii 
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yrmCe which does not diicover the poet, but i' 
fuch as the perfon who fpcaks might make if h^ 
fpokc ia verie ; thb is part of the duty whici^ 
evet y author of a tragedy muft difcharge, upo^* 
paio of not fucceedJog amongft us. And whe>> 
he has accomplifhed all this, he has hithert<> 
done nothing. Eflher is a piece in which all 
thefe conditions are fulfilled ; but when it was 
aded upon the ftage, the audience could noten«» 
dure the reprefentation. A poet (bould, as it 
were, hold. the hearts of fpedlators in his hand ^ 
he Ihould force tears from the moft infenfible ^ 
he ihottld wring the moft obdurate hearts: with-^ 
out terror and pity, tragedy has no exiftcnce ; 
and even though you (hould excite both pity aod^ 
terror, tf with thefe advantages you fail in tho^ 
obrervance of other laws, if your verfe is not ex- 
cellent, joxi are only a middling wriier who- 
have treated a well chofeih (iibged- 

How diflkulf is a tragedy, and how eafy is ai» 
•pifile or a (attre I < Who then could prefume to 
place in the fame clais a Racine and a Botkau f 
Who can efteem a portrait painter as much as a 
Raphael ? Can a head by Rimbran be compared 
to the piSure of the Transfiguratton> or that oi 
tiie Wedding of Canai^ 

We ace well aware that moft of the eptftle* 
of Boileaa are fine,, and that they have truth for 
their foundatioo^ witbouc which nothing is fup* 
portable ; but with regard to the epiftles of 
Roufleau, what falfluxxls are there in the fub* 
jcds, what contorfions in the ftile f how fte* 
quently do they excite difguft and indignation ! 
What is the meaning of his epiftle to Maror^ 
in which he attempts to prove that fools oolf^ 
are wkkedi How jidicolous is this paradox t 

1^ ^^ta*. 
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Were Sylla, Cataline, CxHtry Tiberius, and 
even Nero, fools? Was the famous duke of 
Borgia a fool ? Need we feek for examples in 
antient hiftory ? Befides, who can bear theharfli 
and conftrained manner in which this faUe noti** 
on is exprefled ? 

Etfipar fois on vous dit qu*un vaunien 
A di VeJ^rity examinez le bien^ 
^ous trouverez quUl itVif a que le cafque^ 
J£i qu*in effet cejl unfit foui U tfMjque. 

Tho' fometimes that a knave has wit men fay. 
The matter with attention duly weigh. 
You'll find be has its covering alone. 
And that a mafk his folly keeps unknown. 

Thecovtringofwii! Good God ! was it thus 
Boileau wrote ? Who can endure the epiftle to 
the duke de Noailles, which he has in his latter 
editions chriftened, An Epiftle to the Count of 
C ? 

'jacQit q\ien vout gloin et haute naiffame 

Solent aUu% a titres et tuiffance^ 

^ue de fplendeurs et d'honneurs meritez 

Votre maifon luife de tous ccteZf 

Si toute/ois ne fint-ce ces bluettes 

^41 VOUS ont mii en tefttme ou vous etez^ 

Tho' birh an4 fame in you combine^ 
With titles and with power to (hine^ 
AUho' your houfeon every fide 
Iswich high honours dignify'd. 
You are not by thofe trifles rais'd, 
'Tis not for ihefe that you are praised. 

Thi* 
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This wretched borlefque, this impertioenc 
mixture of the jargon of the fixteeoth century 
and of the language fpoken at prefent, a mixture 
' held in fuch contempt hy peribnf of tafte, cannot 
procure the prize for a (uhjeSt which of ttleif 
teaches nothing, means nothing, and is neither 
ufeful nor entertaining* 

The grand defeA which we meet with in all 
the works of this author, k, that we never meat 
with our own refemblance in his paintings ; we 
in them fee nothing which renders man dear ia 
blmfelfy to ufe the exprcffion of Horace : nothing 
pleafing, nothing agreeable. * Thb gloomy wri- 
ter never once fpoke to the heart. Mofl of his 
epiftles turn upon himfclf,upon his quarrels with 
his enemies ; the public is no way interefted in 
his pitiful concerns ; they mind his verfes againft 
La Motte no more than his Rocks of Salifburi :: 
what is ii to them that amongft thofe rugged, 
rocks,, 

^i par magic en us lieusi font venus 
S'en treventfipu trois de cbacune part^ 
Vne au dejfus ; U tout fait par ttl arty 
Sijfilreprefente um parte ^e£five^ 
Porte vrajement bienfaite et bien naive ; 
Mais ^eJtU tout; car qui voudroit y voir 
Tours ou chatel ; doit aiUeurs/e pourvoin 

Rocks to that place by magic brought. 
There fcven were with fuch art wrought. 
That they a gate moft perfed made. 
Where nature force of art difplay'd ; 
But this was all, for vain it were 
To look for towera or ca&le there. 
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Can tlicfe Ihocking linet, and thii wtetcbcJ 
fiibteA, come in competition with the worft tra- 
gedy exunt ? We areovcrftocked with poetry : 
a commodity too common is become a drug. The 
rule of tie quid nimisy not too mtuhj Cakes place 
bei e« The poetry of the theatre, where the na- 
tion aflembles, is almoft the only fort that Intei- 
efts us now a-davs ; yet new dramatic poems 
ihould not be exhibited too often : 

ttamqui volupt^it comnuniat rarior ufut% 

For modefate afe givet^relifli to dcligbc 



or 
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AS we have already twenty tboufaoJ work^ 
mod of them oonfifting of feveral volumet 
upon ibebiftoiy of France alone, and as cbemoff 
ftudioua man, though bb life were tolaft an hun- 
dred years, could not find time to read them, we 
ibould know how to fet proper bounds to our de- 
fire of knowledge* We are obliged to join ta 
the knowledge of our own country that of the 
biiiory of our neighbours. It is required of us. 
ftill more to be acquainted with the illuftrious ac« 
lions of the Greeks and Romans, and their laws^ 
which are ftill our laws. But if we were defir* 
ous of adding to this fludy that of a more remote 
antiquity, we flK>u!d: then refemble a man who» 
Ibould lay by Tacitus and Livy to make a ferious- 
fludy of the Arabian Tales. The accounts we 
have of the origin of all nations are evidently fa- 
bulous ; the reafon of (his is, that men muft have 
Hved a long time embodied as a people, and have 
learned to make bread and cloaths (which was a 
difficult matter) before they could learn to tranfmit 
their thoughts to pofterity, which was a thing 
iill more difficult. The art of writing is cer- 
tainly not above fix thoufand years old amongft 
the C^hinefe ; and let the Chaldeans and Egypt!- 
Mi fay what they will, it is not at ali probable 
that they could write axul scad earlier.. 
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The hiftory of ages prior to thefe could there* 
fore be tranfmitted by tradition alone ; tnd ic ti 
well known how much the remembrance of paft 
•vents is altered from generation to generation. 
The firft hiftories were dictated by imagination 
atone. Every nation not only inrented the ac- 
count of its own origin, but it likewife invented 
that of the origin of the whole world. 

If we may credit Sanchoniathon things be- 
gan by a thick air, which was rarefied by the 
wind ; defire and love fprung from thence^ and 
by the union of defire and love were formed the 
feveral animals. The ftars did not come till 
afterwards ; but it was only to adorn the hea- 
vens, and to delight the eyes of the animals who 
were upon earth. 

The Kneph of the Egyptians, their OOiirei 
and their Isihct, whom we call (^firis and Ifu, 
arc no lefs in(2enious and ridiculous. l*he 
Greeks embcllifhed all their fictions ; Uvid co}- 
le6ted and adorned them with all the charms of 
the mod beautiful poetry. What he fays of a 
god who reduced chaos to order, and of the foil* 
mationof man, is fublimc^ 

San^ius his animal mentifque capacius atta 
Deerat adhuc ^ qui dominari in catera poffit 

Natus homo eft 

Pronaque cumfpeSlent animalia catera t err am^ 
(Js homini fublime dedit^ coelumque tueri 
Jujfit et eretloi ad Jtdera totlere vultus. 

Heftod and other authors who wrote lonf; be- 
fore Ovid, are far from cxpreffing themfeives 
with this elegant fubliinity. But from the im- 
portant moment in which man was formed, lo 
6 Che 
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the time of the Olympiads, we meet with nothiog 
bur profound obfcurity. 

Herodotus repairs to the Olympic games, and 
tells ftories to the ai&mbied Greeks as an old 
woman tel's ftorics to children. He begins by 
(kytng that the Phcenicians failed from the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean^ whereby he takes it 
for granted that ihefe Phcenicians had doubled 
f;ur Cape of Good Hopc^ and failed round 
Africa. 

Then follows the rape of lo, then the fable of 
Giffcs and Candaulcs, then fine ftoriesof robbers^ 
and «f a datjgbter of an Egyptian king, named 
Cheops, who,, having rrquired a piece of free* 
florae from each of her lovers, had enough to 

build one of the fined of (he pyra3)id5 

To this add oracles, prodigtef, and the t icks 
of prieftf, and yoa have the whole htftory of tbs 
human fpecies. 

The early periods of the Roman hlftory feeiii 
to have been wrote by Herodotus's ; our cnnque« 
rors and legiflators bad no other way offreckoning 
their years but by caufing their high prteft to 
diive a nail into a vtAU 

The great Romulus, king of a village, was 
the fon of the god Mars and ot a veftal who went 
to fill her pitcher with water* He had a god for 
b:s far her, a proftitute for his mother, and a (he* 
wolf for his nurfc. A buckler (ell from heaven 
for Numa. Wonderful books of the SybiU were 
found. An augur cut a thick flint wi h a razor 
by the pcrmiffion of (he goc's. A veftal drew a 
lat^e (Iranded vtfl'el into the Tea with her girdle. 
Caftor and Pollux came to fight for the Romans, 
and left the tracks of their horfcs.fcet imptintrd 
upon the ilones. l*he Gauls who dwelt beyond 
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the oipuataiiif came to fack Rome; fome ikf 
tbey were driven away by geefe^ others that they 
carnad off with them great quaotities of goidaod 
filver : but it feems probable that geefe were at 
that time much more plentiful in Italy than 
gold or filver. We have imitated the anticnc 
Roman hifiorians, at leaft in theirtafte for fabief. 
We have our ftandard brought from heaven by 
an angel, the (acred ampulla, or phial, brought 
by a pidgeon; and if we add to tbefe the cloak of 
St Martin, there will be enough of the wondtr* 
ful. 

What fort of bifiory would be of real utility 1 
One that (hould inllru£l ua in our duiirs iM* 
our fights, without fcemmg to pretend to teachi 
them« 

It has often been adted whether the fable d 
the facrifice of Iphigcnia is taken from the hiflo* ' 
ry of Jephthah f Whether the deluge of Deuca- 
lion is an imitation of that of Noah ?- Whether 
the adventure of Baucis and Philemon is takeii 
from that of Lot and his wife ? The Jews de« 
clare that they had no communication wkk 
Grangers ; that their books were not known to 
the Greeks, till after a tranflation had been made 
by order of one of the Ptolomies ; but the Jews 
had been long before brokers and ufurers among 
the Greeks of Alexandria. The Greeks never 
went to Jerufalem to fell old caft cloaths. It ap- 
pears that no people ever imitated the Jews; and 
that the latter borrowed many things from the 
Babylonians, the Eo:yptians, and the Greeks. 

We conftder all the Jewi(b antiquities as fa- 
cred, notwithftanding our hatred and contempt 
for this people. Our reafon does not indeed af* 
few us to believe them, but we yield to the Jewa 



By hiih^ There are about fourfcore fyRcms re«- 
lative 10 tbdr chronology, and the difierent way»^ 
of explaining the events of their hiftory are ttill 
more nuoieroiis ; we do not know which is the 
right one ^ but we are ready to believe it when- 
ever it (ball be dtfcovered. We have fo many- 
things to believe with regard to this learned and 
^k-ave people, that our whole ftock of faith is ex- 
haufled, and we have none left for the prodigies 
with which the hiftory of other nations abounds. 
'Tis to no purpofe for RoUtn to repeat to us- the 
oracles of Apollo, and the wonders of Semiramis ;. 
it is to no purpofe for him to tranfcribe all that 
has be^ fatd of the jufttce of thofe antient Scy>» 
tbians, who ib often phindered Afta, and eat m^ci 
f^a ceuain occafions; he finds fome incredulity. 
%^oogft people of education. What I admire 
nioft in our modern compilers is the wifdom zni 
ingemipufbefi with which they prove to us thai 
alt the events that formerly came to pafs in the 
created empires of the world happened only for 
the iaftru^ioa of the inhabitants of Paleftine. If 
the kings of Babylon, amoogft their other enters 
prizes* fometimes fall occafiooally upon the He- 
brew nation, it is merely to puni(h that people 
lor their fins. If a king named Cyrus makeS: 
bimfelf matter of Babylon, it is in order to give 
the fame Jews permiffion to return hothe. If 
Alexander conquers Darius, it is to fettle the 
Jew'ifk pawn-brokers in Alexandria. When the 
Romans join Sycia to their extenfive empire, and 
unite the little country of the Jews to their other 
dominions, 'tis alfo for the inftrudion of the Jews;, 
the Arabians aod Turks came for nothing but t<» 
corre^ this amiable people. It muft be owned 
hcf have been admirably educated i no natioa 
« ha4 
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had ever fo many tutors : fuch is ibe utility cf 

hiftory. 

But what ismoftinftrudiveorall is theiiFpar- 
tial jufticc which the clergy have done to all the 
princes with whom ihcv werediflatlsficd. Oofcne 
With what candour ScOregory of Nasiinzapaffes 
a judgment upon the philofophical emperor Ju- 
lian ; he declares that this prince, who did no? ' 
believe in the devil, had a fecret commerce wiih 
the devi: ; and that, upr^n a day when the demons 
appeared to him all in flames, and under tne moll 
ihoclcinr; fijzures, he drove them away by inad^ 
vertcntiy making ihefign of the crotis. 

He calls him a frantic wictch i he declarcithjt 
Julian lacrificed young boys and girls every ni^ht 
in caves. Thus he revenged hirnfclf upun ih^ 
mildcft of mankind, who cufifKntly forgave fnc 
ii:vcdtiies which this very Gregory pouieJ out 
againft him during his reizn. 

One of the mcft fucceGful methods of juftif)ir.g 
the calumnies with which an innocent pcrfon is 
loaded is to apologize for one that is criminal. 
Thus a compentaiion is made ; and this is the 
method made ufe of by the fame Saint of Naiian- 
la. The emperor Conttantius, uncle and prede- 
cclior of Julian, had, at hisaccrfTion to the em- 
pire, malljcrcd Julius, brother to his moti^cr, and 
his two (on?, who all had received the nan-.c of 
Augudus ; in thib he copied the prca? C^ndan- 
tine his father. He then caufcd (j^tliun, (he bro- 
ther of Julian, to he ad^iflTinated. He OieMCil 
the fame cruelty to the empire ihathe tre<iicJ hii 
family with ; but he was devout ; and even In i 
dccifive battle with Magnantiu9, he faid his 
prayers at church dunne the whole time thrar- 
Biics were engaged. This is the man whom 

CJregi:/ 
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'Gregory celebrates. If faints in this manner * 
make us acquainted with the truth, what muft 
we' expeS frdm the prophane, efpecially when 
they are. ignorant, fuperftitious, and paflion-. 
ate? 

Men now a- 6 ays fometimes make an ufe 
of hiftory, which is fomewhat odd. Charters 
of the;^ge of Dagobert are brought to 4ighr, 

^moft of them of doubtful authority, and ill un« 

^.derftood ; and it is from 4hem inferred, that 

cuftomSf duties, and prerogative?, which fubfifi- 

-cd in thofe'days.'^ihouldi'be now revived. I 
would advife thofe who ftudy and reafon in this 
-manner, to addrefs the fea in thefe terms : Sea, 
tbou wert formerly at- Aiguefmortes^ at Frejuti* 
at'Ravenna^ at Forraia ;..go to thofe places agai« 

HiriUxMitJel^. 
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CON VERS AtlubJ^r 

BITWBCN TH8 
llITEI^ANT DlS MENUS, 

AMD TUB 

ABBg B R I Z E L. 



NO T long tgo, « counftllor ^f the Offd^T 
of idvooues being confuhed bjr m^ttfom 
%t tbe comedians ordei:, who defirad toukooiv 
what degree of cenfure they incur who Inve t 
fine voice, noUe gefture, feeling, tafte, and all 
the talents requiftte for ipeaking in puUic^ tbe 
counfellor examined the afliir * according to the 
order of law. The order of the ConvuHionaries 
having laid this work before the order of tbe 
^rand chamber which fits at Paris, this laner 
iilued an order to the hangman to bum the coo- 
<ultation, as if it had been a bifbop's mandate, 
or a book compofed by a Jefuit. I flatter my- 
ielf that it will do the fame honour to tbe con- 
verfation of the intendant des Menus and tbe 



• The work of thit counfellor, which turned very much 
nipon Order, wti complained of "by Mr. le Dain, and burac 
411 eke bottosA of ^be-ftaart* 

«bbc 
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ifbb6 Brizel : I was prefent at that conver&tion ; 
I bayc colIe£)ed it with the utmoft exadncfs ^ 
I here prefent the public with an abftrad of it, 
which every reader of the order of thofe that 
have common fenfe may extend as he thinke 
proper. 

<M put the cafe, faid the intendant des Me- 
nus to the abbe Brizd, that we had never heard 
of plays before the age of Lewis 'XI V. I put the 
-cafe that that prince had been the httt that caufed 
dramatic pieces to be 'exhibited.; that he had 
caufed Cinna, Athaliah, and the Mifenthrope, 
to be compofed and reprefented by noblemen 
and ladies, before all the ambaflador« of Europe; 
I ask, if it would ever have entered into the 
head of the curate la Cbetardie, or the curate 
Fantin, borth known in the world hy the fame 
adventeres, or into that of any other curate or 
noiftj^to excommunicate tbefetioblettien, thefe 
ladies, and Lewis XIV. himfelf, to refiife them 
the iacraioeots of marriage and burial ?" <« No, 
•donbtleis, anfwered the abbe Brizel, fuch an 
^abfurdity could never have entered into the head 
V any man living ^ «« I will go (till farther, 
Haid thrintentbuit des Menus ; when Lewis XIV. 
^nd his whole couct glanced upon the ftage, when 
Lewis XV. danced with (b many young noble- 
•men of the fame age with himfelf, do you think 
they would have been excommunicated ?" «« You 
jeft, faid the abbe Brizel, we are great fools, I 
own, but not enough fo to imagine fiicfa an ab- 
furdiiy.** 

«* But, (aid the intendanf, you have excom- 
municated the pioas abbe d'Aabignac, father 

BolTu, 
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Boflu, the fupcrior of St. CJcncvicvc, father 
Kapin, the abbe (iravina, father Brum^'y, fa- 
ther Torce, madam Dacicr, and all who have 
taught the arts of tragedy and epic poetry a:- 
cordin{> to the laws of Ariftotle." •• We arc 
not yet fallen into fuch an excefs of barbarifm, 
anfwered Bri^el ; it is true, the abb£ de la Cofli-, 
monf. de la Solle, and the author of the Ecclc» 
iiaftical Ciaxettc, maintain, that theatrical de- 
clamation, mufic, and dancing, are mortal fins ; 
that I>avid was permitted to dance no where 
but before the aik, and that neither David, 
Lewis XIV. nor Lewis XV. ever danced for 
money; that the emprefs of Germany never 
Aing but in the prcfence of a few grandeei of her 
court I and that there is no picafure in excom- 
municating any but thofe who are gaiperiby 
fpeaking, finging, and dancing in public.*' 

«* It is then evident, faid the ir.icndant, that 
if there was a tax called that of the king's re- 
creations, and if the cxpences of them were to 
be paid by chat tax, the king would incur the 
penalty of excommunication, at (he picafure of 
any pricft who (hould think proper to launch his 
thunder at the head of his moll chriftian m^^ 
jcfty/* 

" You puzzle me, cxceffively,*' faid Hfizcl. 

*' I will pu(h the nutter home, faid Menus ; 
not only j/cwis XIV. but cardinal M<i'/arin, 
cardinal de Kichlleu, the archbifhop TiifTino, 
and pope I^co X. were at a confiderable cx- 
|icntc ill c.iiifii'j; tr?|;cdirr, comedies, and ojie- 
iM to be icprelcnttd. The people contributed 
towards thcfc cxiu-ncrs : yot I cannot find in the 
liillory of the church, that any vicar of St. Sul- 

p'lius 
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l^itiqs has for this excommunicated pope Leo X. 
nod there cardinals." 

*< Why then was mademoifelle La Couvreur 
carried in a hackney coach to the corner of Bur-- 
gundy ftreet ? Why was Romagnefi, a player 
belonging to our Italian company, buried uponr 
the high road» like an ancient Kx>man ? Why 
was an zStrtb belonging to the diflbnant cho* 
' ruflcs of the royal academy of mufic, kept three 
days in her own cellar ? Why are sdl thefcf 
perfons to be burned by a flow nre till the great 
4ay of judgment, without having bodies ; and 
why are they, after that day, to be burned tcy 
idl eternity when they have found their bodiet 
again ? it is for no other reafoo, you willTay^ 
■ but becaufe a pit ticket cofts twenty fols ? 

Yet thefe twenty fols do not change the na-^ 
ture of things : they are neither better nor worfe 
in themfelves whether the twenty fols are paid or 
not. A de profundis has equal power to deliver 
a foul out of purgatory, whether it be skilfull/ 
fung for ten crowns, harfbly chanted for twelve 
livres, or fung as the Pfalms.are, gratis. It fol- 
lows then, that there is nothing more diabolical 
in Cinna or Athaliah when they are reprefented 
for twenty fol?* than when the king caufes them 
to be played for the amufement of his couit. 
Now if Lewis XIV. was not excommunicated 
when he danced for his diverAon, nor the em- 
prefs when (he played in an opera, it does not 
appear to be juft th;it thofe (hould be excom- 
municated who give us thefe entertainments for 
money by, the permiiSon of the king of France, 
or the emprels.^' 

K The 
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. The abbe Brizel felt the force of this argu- 
ment i he made this anfwer : There are wiyf 
of compromifing matters : it is wifely ordered, 
that all (hould depend upon the arbitrary will oif 
a curate or a vicar. We are fo happy and fo 
wife as to have no fixed rule in France. No 
body would venture to bury the illuftrious and 
inimitable Moliere in the pariOi of Sr Eufta- 
chius i but he had the happinefs to be carried 
to St. Jofeph's chapel, according to our excel- 
lent and healthy cuftom of making chamel- 
houfes of our churches. It is true, dt. £u(!a» 
chius is fo great a faint, that it would have been 
improper to have caufed the body of the infamooa 
author of the Mifanthrope to be carried ihiiher : 
but St. Jofeph afforded fome coniblation ; it wa» 
confecrated eround even there. There is an 
immcnfe difrcrence between confecrated ground 
and profane; the firft is, without comparifon, 
the moft light ; and then the value of the ground 
is increafed in proportion to that of the man. 
That in which Moliere was interred has ac* 
quired reputation. Now as this man was bu- 
ried in a chapel, he cannot be damned, like 
rnademoifellc la Couvreur and Romagncfi, who 
were buried upon the highway. Perhaps he ia 
puniJhed in purgatory for having wrote Tartuff j 
1 would not venture to fwcar to the contrary : 
but I have no doubt of the falvation of John 
Baptift Lulli, fidlcr to the king's fifter, kmg'a 
roufician, fuperintendanc of the king's mufic, 
who played in CarifcUi and Pourreaugnac, and 
wa-t, iiioreovcr, a Florentine ; he is gone to 
heaven as fure as I Ihall go thither myCblf : that 

is 
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is evident, for he has a fine marble monument 
at St. Euftachiut*s church : he was not thrown 
upon a dung-hill : fortune rules the globe. 
Thus reafoned the abb6 Brizel, and his reaibn- 
insmuft be allowed to be ftrong. 
' The intendent des Menus, who is well verfed 
in hiitory, replied as foHows: You have, doubt- 
lefs, heard of the reverend father Girard ; he 
was a forcerer ; nothing can be more certain. 
It IS well attefted that he bewitched his penitent 
by flogging her. Nay more, he breathed upon 
her as all forcerecs do. Sbcteen judges declared 
Girard to be a magician ; yet he was buried in 
confecrated ground. Tell me, now, why (hould 
a man that was both a Jefuit and a forcerer have 
all the honours of fepulture notwithftanding ? 
and why (hould madenloifelle Clairon be de« 
*t)iived of them, if fhe (hould happen to die im- 
mediately' after playing PauKna, who makes her 
exit in order to^ baptized ? 

I have already. told you, anfwered the Abbe 
Brizel, that that is arbitrary. I fliould be very 
ready to bury mademoifdle Clairon if there was 
any thing conitderable to be got by it ; but fome 
.curates might poffibly make a (crople to do fo; 
fn fuch a cafe, no one woirtd think of making 
a diffairbance in her favour* and of making a fort 
of appeal to parHament as tbourii on account of 
an abule. His majefty's comedians are, gene- 
rally fpeaking, citizens defcended of poor fami* 
lies : tbeir relations have neither money nor credit 
fuflicient to fucceed in a law-fuit; the public 
does not concern itfdf about them ; it enjoyed 
the talents of mademoifelle La Couvrcor, dtuine 
K 2 her 
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her. lire ; fuiFercd her to be treated like a deg af« 
tcr her death, and looked upon all this at a mecr 

The example of forcercrs is a great deal more 
fcrious. It was, formerly, certain that there 
were forcercrs ; it is now certain that there are 
nonc,jn fpicc of (ixteen judges of Provencei 
who thougjht Girard fo extraordinary a perfonagCt 
Exconimunicatiun ftill fubfifts not^th (landing* 
If yciVL have no forcerers, it is fo much the worfe 
for you \ v.'c (hall not change our rituals beciufo 
the world has changed i we refeiubic Pour« 
ccaugnav:*.s phyfician, wc muft have a paticntf 
and wc take: the fuft that offers. 

Excommunication extends even Co grafs-hqh 
pcrs 'f grafs-hoppcrs they are ; it is a (ad cafe, 1 
own, that the church fliould continue to ftigma- 
ti^e ihcm, for they make a jeft of excommuoi^ 
cation. I have fcei^ clouds of theai in Picardy { 
it is very dangerous to offend great companirs, 
and to expofc the thunders of the church to the 
contempt of perfons in power ; but at to three of 
four hundred poor comedians fcattered up and 
down ihroti|ih the kingdom of France, tiicrc is 
nothing to fear from treating them like grafs- 
hoppcrs, and thoTc who .play, tricks of Icgerdc* 
main. 

1 fliall now tell you fomctbing flill more to 
llicpurpofc: Mr. Intendant, are you not the fon 
of a farmer general ? No, Sir, laid the Inten* 
dant, that was my uncle's place ; my father was 
rcceivLT general of the finances, and both were 
fccretaiics to his niajcfly, as well as my grand- 
i4ilicr» Well then, replied Brtzcl^ your unde* 

your 
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four father, and your grandfather, arc excom- 
nunicated, anathematized, damned to all eter- 
nity ; and whoever has the leaft doubt of this, 
is an impious wretch, a monfler, in a word, a 
philofopher. 

Dcs Menus hearing this, did not know whe- 
ther he Oiould laugh at the abbe or beat him ; 
he however chofe raihcr to laugh ; I wi(h. 
Sir, faid he to Brizel, you would be fo good as 
to (hew me the bull or decree of council, that 
damna the receivers of the king's finances, and 
thofe who are concerned in the king's five great 
farms. I will produce twenty councilr, faid 
Brizel ; I will do more, I will (hew you a paf- 
£ige in the gofpel, which declares that every 
receiver of king's money is placed in the clafs of 
Pagans ; and yoa will find by the antient con- 
ftftutions, that they were not fuffered to enter 
Ihe church in its early centuries. Sicut Ethnicus 
(fPitUicanus, as a Gentile and a publican, is a 
pafitgt well known ; the ecclefiaftical law has 
aditiicted of no charge upon this head ; the ana- 
thema thrbwti out againft tax-gatherers, again ft 
receivers of the public mbney, was never re- 
voked. Would you then have that revoked 
which was launched, in the earlieft centuries, 
aeainft aiEtors who phyed the CEdipus of Sopho- 
cles ; an anathema which is flill in force againQ 
thofe who no longer play the CEdipus of Cor« 
neilie. Begin with bringing your father, your 
gnfnd-father, and your uncle out of hell ^ and 
then we Will do whftt we can for his majefiy*t 
Cdtiedtans. 

"You talk rnadly, Mr. Briz&l, faid the in- 

tcndant -, my father was the chief perfon in his 

K 3 ^^\\^ 
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pariib, he is buried in bis own chapel ; my UBcie 
cre£led to his memory a marble maufoleum, as ^ 
fine as Lulli's; and if his curate had ever talked 
to him ofEtlmicus and Publkanus^ he would have 
had him thrown into a ditch. I do not doubt 
but Sr. Matthew, might have damned tax-ga- 
therers, though be had been one himfelf^ or 
that they ftood at the church doors in ancient 
days : but you muft own, that in tbe prcfcnc ' 
times no body would < venture to tell us fo to 
our faces ; and that if we are excommunicated, 
it is only Incc^niio. 

•* You have hit ir, faid Brizel : we leave the 
Ethricus and PnbUcaniis in the gofpel j we do 
It.i.^cr open the antient rituals, and we lite in 
);cace with the farmers-general, provided tbcy , 
pay well for receiving the facrament. t 

Mr. Intendant was fomewhat appealed, but '*' 
he could not digeft the Ethntcus. and Puklitmius* ' 
I intreat you, my dear Brizel, faid he, to tell 
me why that fatirical ftroke was inferted in your j 
books, and why we were fo ill treated in the I 
early ages. That is no difEculc matter, Ciid 
Brizel : thofe who pronounced this excom- ; 
munication were poor people, and moft of them t 
Jews \ about a quarter of the number confifted \ 
of Greeks^ the Romans were their nafiers; 
the receivers of tribute were either Romansy or 
eledied by the Romans ; there could not be a 
more infallible method of drawing in the popu- 
lace, than by anathematifing the officers of the 
revenue : conquerors, mulerf, and tax-ga- 
therers are always hated. The populace ma 
after folks who preach up equality of conditions. 
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and damn the farmers of the revenue : exclaim 
:tn the name of the nioft high againft powers and 
i taxes ; the mob will certainly declare for you, if 
you are not flopped in your career ; and when a 
Sufficient number of thofe of the lower fort is 
devoted to you, then men of abilities will not be 
wanting to put faddles upon their backs, bits in 
Chetr iDouths, and to ride them till they have 
fubvened flates arid thrones : then they will 
ere<a a new building, but they will preferve the 
old ftones, though rude and unformed, becaufe 
they were of fervice before, and are dear to the 
people ; they will be added to the new marblf , 
the\gold and the precious ftones will be after« 
. wards lavifhed ; and there will be always 
: Jbearded antiquaries who will prefer the old rub- 
biOi to the new marble. 

This, Siry is ihc fuccin£l hiftory of what has 
peflled amongft us. France was a long time 
immerfed in barbarifm ; and even now that it be- . 
gins to be civilized, there are fiill amongft us 
perfons attached to the antient barbarifm. Wc 
have, for example, a fmall number of virtuous 
people, who would willingly deprive the farmers 
general of all their wealth condemned by the 
gofpel, and deprive the world of an art as noble 
as innocent, which the gofpel never forbid, and 
•which none of the apoftles have fpoken of. But 
the iieniible part of the^ clergy leaves the iinatKers 
to jog on to the devil jn peace, and oniyTuSers 
the comedians to be damned for meer matter of 
form. I underftand, (aid the iatendaotdes Me- 
nus ; you take care not to ofFetid the financer^* 
becaufe they invite yoti to dinner} you fiJl.upon 
K 4 the 
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the comedians becaufe they never invite you. 
Do you forget, Sir, that the comedians receive 
the king's pay, and that you cannot excommu- 
nicate an oHicer of the king's for doing hit duty? 
You arc not therefore to excommunicate a co» 
median of the kinc^'s, who plays Cinna or Foli* 
cudtcs by bis fpeciai command. 

^* And where did you icarn, faid Brizel, that 
we have not power to damn one of the kiop't 
oiEccrs? I fuppofe from the rights of your GaU 
lican church. Hnt arc you i^norint that we 
cxcomninnicMtc even kings ihemfelves? We 
profcribtd the great Henry IV. Henry III. and 
Lewis Xil. tlie father of his people, whilft he 
called a council at Pifa \ Philip the Fair, Philip 
Augijflus, Lewis VIII. Philip L and the pious 
king K(;l)crt, though he had burnt fo many he- 
fctlcs: know that we have it in our power to 
anathematife all princes, and to caufe them to 
iiie fuddenly ; confider that, and then complain, 
if you will, that we fall upon a fevr iheatrietl 
princes. 

The intendant des Menus, fomewhat nettled, 
interrupted him, and faid : You may excom* 
municate my mailers as you p(eafe, but they 
will know how to punilh you ; but refle£l that 
it is I that go to his majefty*s comedians with 
bis orders to come and damn themfelves before 
him : if they are out of the pale of the church, 
I am out of it alfo $ if thev are guilty of a mor- 
tal fln, in drawing tears from virtuous men by 
•ding in virtuous pieces, it is I who give occt* 
fion to that fin : if^they go to the devil, it it I 
that Gooduft them to helH I receive the order 

from 
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from the firft gentlemeo of the chamber^ chey 
are more guilty ihao I ; the kiog and queen^ 
who conmiafKi them to s£t for their inftnidion 
and delight, are yet a hundred times more guilty*. 
If you cut oflF foldiert from the body of the 
church, you muft inevitably at die iaaie time 
cut off the officers and the generals ; you will 
Be?er extricate yourfelf out of this difficulty* 
Do but refled in what an abfiirdity you involve 
your&lf; you fufier citizens in his majefty'a 
fervice to be thrown to the dogs whilft at Rome^ 
and in all other countries, they are treated ho« 
nourabiy during their lives and after their deaths, 

Brizel anfwered. Do you not fee that it bbe* 
caufe we are a grave, ferious, confiftent people^ 
in every refpeS fuperior to the inhabitants of 
other countries. One half of Para has embrac- 
ed the fcSt of ConvnlGonaries ; people of this 
fiamp fliouU check tbofe libertiaei who are &* 
tisfied with obeying the king, who do not con* 
trool his aAioos, who love his perfon, who 
chearfuHyitipply him wherewithal to.fupportthe 
dignity of his throne, who, after having difcharg* 
ed their duty, pa6 their lives with tranquility in 
cultivating the arts ; who refped Sophocles and 
Euripides, and who damn themielves by living 
like people of virtue and fenfe. 

This world, I muft acknowledge, b compot 
cd of knaves, fanatics, and ideots, amongft w;boin 
there is a little feparateibciety called GiM>d Com* 
pany ; this little foclefy betng rich, well bfed» 
knowing, and polite, is, as it were, the flower 
of human kind ; for this ibciety elegant pleafinnea 
are intended i the greauft men have exerted 

. tbek 
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their talents for their pleafure ; 'cis ifaev that ^we 
veputacion, and, to tell you all, 'tit this fociety 
that defpifes us, whilft it behaves politely to us 
whenever we fall in its way. We all endeavour to 
gain admittance to this fmall number of McSt 
perfoiH) and| from the Jefuits to the Capuchins^ 
from father Quefnel to the fcoundrel who com- 
pofes the Ecciefiaftical Gazette, we aflume a 
thoufand forms, in order to acquire (bme credit 
with this fmal) number, of which it is impoSbie 
for us ever to be. If we find any lady weak 
enough to liften to us, we perfuade her that it is 
abbluttrly neceiTary to have white cheeks in order 
to go to heaven, and that red is highly difpleaf- 
ing to the faints in Paradife. The lady leaves off 
painting, and we fqueeze money out of her. 

* Wc love to preach becaufe chairs are hired at 
church ; but how can it be expelled that' people 
of ufte fhouid liften to a tedious difcourie, divid* 
ed mto three art.cies, whilft they have their 
minds full of the beautiful paflages o^ Cinoat 
Polieudes, the Horatii, Pompey, Phaedra, and 
Athaliah ! This exafperatcs us. 

We enter the boufe of a lady of quality^ ; we 
a(k the 'ompany's opinion of the laft lirrmon of 
the preacher at St. Roc ; ' the lady*s fon anfWers 
us by repeating fome lines of Racine. We chcQ 
a(k them whether they have read the theological 
iraa intitled. The Work of Six Days ? We are 
told in return, that a new tragedy has juil ap- 
peared. In fine, the time is approaching, that 
we fliaU have no longer any influence except over 
she rabble. This piques us > and when we are ia 
an ill humour, we excommunicate as many as we 
are able. 

The 
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T%e cafe is not the fame at Rome, and in the 
other ftates of Europe. When a fine mafs has 
been furig at St. John of Lateran, or St. Peter's 
church, with grand choruflet in four parrs, and 
when twenty caftrati have fung a hymn with 
quavering Voices, all is ours : thofe who com- 
pofed the congregation go in the evening to 
drinic chocolate at the opera of St. Ambrofe,and 
nobody takes umbrage at this. Churchmen take 
care not to excottiniunicate ia Signora Cuzzonf, 
la Si^nora FauAina, la Sigoora Barbarini, and 
above all Si^norFaiinelli, knight of Caiatrava, 
aiid a£iar of the opera, who is pofTcITed of dia* 
tuotnds as big as my thumb. 
. In that country perfons in power never perfe* 
cute ; this is the reafon why a king who is never 
oppoied always proves a good king, if he does 
not want common fenfe. All the mifchief is 
done by low wretches who endeavour to domi- 
neer; Thefe alone perfeciue with a view of ac<« 
quirii>g importance. The pope is fo powerful in 
Italy, that he has no occaGon to excommunicate 
perfons of worth, pofieficd of talents which chal- 
lenge efteem ; but there are creatures in Paris 
with flat hair and mean underftandings, wha 
find itneceflfa^ to makethemfelvesconfiderable by 
fucb means. If tbey do not form cabals, if they 
do not preach up rigid tenets, if they do not de«^ 
claim ag^inft the eleg^nc arts, tbey are over- 
looked in the crowd. PafTengers take no notice 
of dogs except when they bark, and it is the de* 
lire of all to be uken notice of. The jeaioufy 
And rivalfliip of profeftons have great influence 
Dver tbiM worlds I have .divulged ouc fecret; 

don'c 
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don't dircover what I haye faid, and do me the 
favour to procure me a box in the letticc ac the 
firft tragedy of Mr. Collardeau, 

That you (hall have, faid the intendant da- 
Menus i but make a complete dircovery of your 
myfleries. Why it there not one of thofe with 
whom I have'converfed upon this fubjcA, who 
will agree with me that the excommunication 
of a fociety paid by the king is the higheft info- 
lence and abfurdity ? And at the fame time why 
docs nobody make an eftbrt to put an end to this 
icandalousabufe? 

I think I have already anfwered you> faid Bri- 
2cl, by owning, that we fwarm with contradic- 
tions. France, to fpeak ferioufly, is the region 
of wit and folly, of induftry and flotb, of philo* 
fophy and fanaticifm, of gaiety and pedantry, of 
laws and abufes, of juft ufte and impertinence. 
The ridiculous contraft between the renown of 
the tragedy of Cinna, and the infamy of tboA 
that reprefent it $ the right pofleficd by the bi« 
(hops of having a box to themfeives at the re- 
prefentation of Cinna, and their right of snathe- 
matiGng the sAors, the author and the fpeAa« 
tors, muft be allowed to form an inconfiftency 
worthy of the folly of this people ; but produce 
Rie an infhmce of one human cftablifliment thai 
is not contradiflory. 

Tell me why, fmce the apoftles were all cir-^ 
cumcifed, and the firfi fifteen biOlops of Jeru« 
falem circumciftd, you are not circumcifed like^ 
wife i Why you can with impunity cat p«d« 
dings, though the prohibition to est them waa 
aever caacclled? Why the fucceflbrl of the 

apodle^ 
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^poftlcs, who cartied tbejr bread by their la-i 
^KMir, ihould wallow in riches and honours ? 
Why, though St. Jofpph was acarpemer> and 
though his (pvioe fon flopped to learn thtit trade^ 
has his vica^ dxif en out the emperors, and with-i 
out ceremony taken their place I Why. have 
thofe who a&rted that the Holy Ghoft.proceedt 
from the; Ffthef apcl. the Son, been 9|(;iCommu-> 
nicated smd anathematifed during a fucceffion o^ 
ages? And why fif^ thofe now damned who 
think the contrary, f Why is a fecoi>4 tnarriago 
exprefsly forbid in. the Gofpel to thofe wbofe 
firft niarriage has-beqn anD^Jlcdy .^ why do w# 
permit fecond marriages in this cafe ? Tell me, 
how copies it to paft,. that the fame marriage 
that is declared null and void at Paris, is fttll inj- 
force at Avignon ? 

To turn our converfation to the theatre, of 
which you are fo fond, explain to me the reafon 
why you applaud the brutal and fadious infolence 
of Joad, who caufes Athaliah to be beheaded 
becaufe (he was defirous of having her grandfon 
Joas educated at her own court, at the fame 
lime that if a prieft amongft us was to make 
any fuch attempt upon thofe of the royal family, 
there is not a foul that would not condemn the 
delinquent to ca|;4t>l'{>un;Qimenti 

Cuftom regulates all things: dancing, for ex- 
ample, has been, in almoft all nations, a religious 
ceremony ; the very Jews danced through devo- 
tion. If the arcbbiihopof Paris was to take it 
into his head to dance a minuet at high mafs, 
people would laugh at it as much as at his cer- 
tificates of confeffion ; facramental ads are flill 
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reprefented at Madrid upon holy^rdays. A co- 
median plays Jcfus Chrifl ; another plap Satan, 
an aArefs reprefents the Holy Vifgin ; anothcf, 
Mary Magdalen at her toilet ; harlequin repeats 
the Ave-Maria; Judaa fayt his Pater-nofter. 

During thefe reprefentationt, they fometimer , 
with great ceremony, burn the defcendants of our 
good father Abraham ; and whilft the poor 
wretches roaft, they gravely fmg to them pious 
ballads, compofed by one of their kings, and 
tranflated into bad Latin. Notwithftanding all 
this, there is as much good fenfe, politenefs, and 
wit, at Madrid, as at any court in Europe. 

liorfes at Rome receive a benedi^ion ; were 
we to caufe our ftables at St. Genevieve to be 
blefTed, half Paris would exclaim againft the 
fcandal. 
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